Nagesh Kukunoor

Director

As a chemical engineer, Nagesh Kukunoor gave up a lucrative career as an environmental consultant in Atlanta. With his personal savings, he wrote, produced, acted in and directed his debut film, Hyderabad Blues, which became the largest grossing low-budget Indian film in English. Beating the odds of not being a `commercial’ Bollywood potboiler, it ran to full houses for 31 weeks in Mumbai, 28 weeks in Hyderabad and 28 weeks in Bangalore.

The film won audience awards at the Peachtree International Film Festival in Atlanta and the Rhode Island Film Festival.

Rockford, his second film (as writer and director), follows the same style of filmmaking - telling stories that are real as well as entertaining. In spite of a life-threatening accident just two weeks prior to principal photography, Rockford was completed ahead of schedule and under-budget. It was commercially successful, doing over 16 weeks of business in India. Rockford, too, toured several film festivals, beginning with the Austin Film Festival in 1999.

Bollywood Calling, written and directed by Nagesh, stars Om Puri (of City of Joy and East is East fame) in the lead. With the film release across North America, United Kingdom and the rest of the English-speaking world, he has finally made a truly ‘crossover’ film.

Nagesh has created a pipeline to take low budget films from India to the rest of the world.  He hopes that someday, Indian films will also be commercially viable in the world and not just recognized for their artistic ability.

Nagesh also directs ad films between his feature films for high profile clients like General Motors.

The director divides his time between the U.S. and India. With his co-producer, Elahe Hiptoola, he has started a distribution company nue Cinema, Inc., to distribute his films as well as other small independent films in the U.S. and the rest of the world.

He is currently immersed in Teen Deewarein, coming soon to a cinema near you.

A Creative Synergy

Metalight Productions

Metalight Productions Pvt. Ltd. has been initiated by the Singapore based Production Facilities Pte. Ltd. after their successful foray into the television software arena through Inhouse productions Pvt. Ltd. Conceptualized as a strategic motion picture venture on the lines of a Hollywood Studio this professionally managed company has three movies lined up for release during the next quarter. The company ultimately plans to produce 12 movies per year for distribution all over the country and exhibit these movies through a network of theatres managed under the Metalight brand. Teen Deewarein is produced by Metalight productions in association with SIC Productions. The process of synergy was initiated and finalised within two days! This was only possible because of the strong script and the cast being in place. With mutual respect for professionalism and timely backing, the film is ready to see the light of the day.

SIC Productions

A lucky accident. A day before the principle photography began on his first film, Kukunoor asked Elahe Hiptoola to be his assistant director. The association led to them forming SIC productions – 'Believe' being their motto, a company committed to making commercially viable 'real' films and showcasing a side of India as never seen before. While Kukunoor directs, Elahe, his only assistant director, also acts as co-producer. The duo, have successfully completed three films and are awaiting the release of their fourth drama-thriller Teen Deewarein.

Teen Deewarein brochure

Characters:

Ishaan

(Naseerudin Shah)

Ishaan, a carefree charmer who is convinced that he can find the `patli gali’ out of any situation, even death. Regret is not his style and he doesn’t believe in submitting to his fate without a fight. 

Will Ishaan win his biggest challenge yet?

Jaggu

(Jackie Shroff)

Jaggu, a lawyer and a poet, incarcerated for the murder of his wife believes that his death is the price he must pay for his crime. A man who has made peace with himself, he is the star chef of the prison. 

Is death the only redemption?

Nagya

(Nagesh Kukunoor)

Nagya, a young accountant who believes he is wrongly accused of murder has supreme faith that one day he will walk a free man. A bumbling optimist, he plays the flute as a means of solace to reduce his anger against the world.

Will the truth prevail before it’s too late? 

Chandrika

(Juhi Chawla)

Chandrika, a documentary filmmaker, imprisoned by personal shackles, enters the prison to document the lives of the three prisoners. As she looks for answers, to questions only she knows, she discovers great strength within herself to stand up for the truth.

Does she have the power to change their fates?

The Making of Teen Deewarein

The screening of a documentary on an Indian prison and a chance meeting with two ex-convicts were the necessary sources of inspiration for writer-director Nagesh Kukunoor. After many months of research on prison life, coupled with visits to several jails, in-depth interviews and conversations with police officers and government authorities; the script to Teen Deewarein was drafted.

Then began the extensive process of identifying a suitable prison as the backdrop to the movie.  Given that the majority of the story is set in a prison, the right one had to be selected and permission obtained to give the movie its authentic look. An exhaustive search led to the Musheerabad jail in Hyderabad, now slated for demolition. Stay orders were obtained and the challenging prospect of shooting the film in the allotted time began.  At an almost insane pace the film was completed in 36 days, two days before the scheduled destruction of the prison.

Quite an impressive task with three stars, scores of extras and a functional prison schedule to juggle.  In addition the entire film was shot in synch sound – an amazing feat considering the prison is set in the middle of the city.

Authenticity was another key element in the film. Only real locations and costumes were used with no sets being designed.  This was continually evident as there was confusion when real wardens were mistaken for actors and vice versa. Even the director (in prison costume) wasn’t spared as he was curtly told to perform his jail duties! 

Shot in several locations including the jail in Hyderabad, Teen Deewarein charts unmapped terrain, combining two genres – a realistic drama and a mystery thriller.
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