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A WAKE IN PROVIDENCE
... and you thought you just came to pay your respects.

PRODUCTION NOTES

Anthony Gelati (Vincent Pagano), a struggling young actor living in Venice, California, has finally landed his first major role in a movie.  He races home to share the news with his live-in girlfriend Alissa (Victoria Rowell) who reminds him that he promised to introduce her to his family back East when he was cast in a big movie.  Anthony, who is Full-Blooded Italian (FBI), has been apprehensive about bringing her home because she is an African-American, something he has not yet told his family.

Their celebration is interrupted by a sobering phone call when Anthony learns that his grandfather has died.  Suddenly, he must return home to honor his family by attending the funeral, and, without time for explanations, bring Alissa with him to keep his promise to her.

Shortly after they arrive in Providence, Rhode Island, they encounter the good-natured, yet eccentric cabby Vinnie (Mark DeCarlo) and his pregnant girlfriend Patty (Jane Milmore).  Not ready to face his family, they drive around Federal Hill, the heart of the Italian district, before stopping at the family grocery store.  While there, Anthony’s younger brother Frankie (Mike Pagano) meets Alissa and is stunned to learn that she is his brother’s girlfriend.

The trio goes to the funeral home where Anthony immediately finds himself in more hot water.  His mother Claudia (Lisa Raggio) is upset that he did not call her when he got to town and Alissa, realizing Anthony has not told his family that she is his girlfriend or that she is African-American, demands to be officially introduced at the funeral home.

Unfortunately, Anthony’s attempt to tell his family is unsuccessful.  He must now make his announcement at dinner, a difficult task considering all of the commotion that takes place during a typical Italian get-together – eating, arguing, laughing and more eating.

Hysterical chaos ensues as Anthony announces his love for Alissa.  He suddenly faces the dilemma of his life: Will he lose Alissa or his family?

A Wake in Providence is a Mister P. Production, in association with Gladiator Pictures, Inc.  The film stars Vincent Pagano, Victoria Rowell, Mike Pagano, Adrienne Barbeau, John Capodice, Magda Harout, Dan Lauria and John Mariano.  A Wake in Providence was directed by Rosario Roveto, Jr. and is produced by Vincent Pagano.  The screenplay is by Vincent and Mike Pagano, Billy Van Zandt and Jane Milmore.

#   #   #

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

A Wake in Providence is a tribute to the contemporary Italian family and a homage to the Pagano Family of Providence, Rhode Island.  Written by brothers Vincent and Mike Pagano, the light-hearted comedy touches upon the boisterous and emotionally turbulent Italian family while simultaneously dealing with some weighty social issues.

Vincent and Mike first came upon the idea of creating a feature film about their Italian heritage after reminiscing about their early childhood.  Remembering how the two, along with their other brother Kristian, would create skits impersonating different family members, the brothers decided to develop a film which conveyed those memories.

“We wanted to create a feature film which touched upon the emotions and adventures my brothers and I experienced growing up,” recalls Vincent.  “A film that resembled our lives and the different personalities in our family.”

With that in mind, the Pagano brothers set out to write, star and produce their first feature film, A Wake in Providence.

As real brothers, Vincent and Mike knew they had great chemistry together, so they decided to portray versions of themselves in the story, Anthony and Frankie.  Building upon that reality, the Pagano brothers then determined they would use several members of their family in the script as well.

“Once Vincent and I thought of playing opposite one another as brothers in the script, we couldn’t resist the idea of bringing some of our other family members into the story,” remembers Mike.

Vincent continues, “That’s what really prompted us to write the script –our brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, grandparents – everyone from our family to tell a wonderful story about tradition.”

While the Pagano brothers were writing the script, they were simultaneously looking for a director.  Vincent had appeared on NBC’s “Suddenly Susan” and had met the show’s assistant director Rosario J. Roveto, Jr.  Both Vincent and Rosario had come from a similar upbringing, so Vincent thought he would be the perfect director for A Wake in Providence.

”Rosario and I are from a similar background – he is an Italian whose family lives in a small community, specifically, Long Island, New York,” stated Vincent.  “He has a wonderful understanding of his own heritage and family – which made him the perfect choice for this project.”

With Rosario on board to direct the film, the brothers continued to write their script.  The two brothers came up with a lot of the dialogue by talking with one another and sharing each others memories.  

It was right around that time that their grandfather passed away.  Vincent and Michael decided to put that element into the film – setting the backdrop for the film’s story.

“Vincent and I were extremely close to our grandfather, so it was important for us to include his memory in the film” said Mike.  

Vincent continues, “He was the one member of the family who would have embraced Alissa and accepted her unconditionally.”

With the script almost complete, Vincent, Mike and Rosario set out to scout different locations for the film.  Rather than use several locations throughout Los Angeles, they decided the film would best be suited if they actually shot in Providence, Rhode Island.

“Our grandfather’s long-standing political and social influence in Providence helped us secure several locations,” remembers Michael.  “We approached the city’s Mayor about shooting the film in town.  He completely embraced the project, helping out in any way they could.”

Vincent and Mike completed the script in February, 1998.  After reading it; however, the brothers felt that it needed some fine-tuning.  Through the director, Vincent and Mike met writers Billy Van Zandt and Jane Milmore, and together, they were able to polish the script, giving the story more depth.  

Confident about the final script, Vincent and Mike were ready to cast the project.  Through the same circle of friends, the brothers met casting director Sharon Chazin who would play an integral role in selecting the right actors for the film.

The roles of brothers Anthony and Frankie had already been cast.  Vincent would play Anthony, a struggling actor who left his family in Providence to pursue his career in Los Angeles, and Mike would play Frankie, Anthony’s eccentric brother who manages the family-owned grocery market in Providence.  

Sharon was anxious to cast the female lead, Anthony’s girlfriend Alissa, and she instantly thought that Victoria Rowell was the ideal actress.

“Sharon thought that Victoria would make a perfect Alissa, but I was a little apprehensive at first,” said Vincent.  “I thought Victoria probably had too many other projects she was already working on and would not have the time to complete A Wake in Providence.  But to my surprise, I was wrong.”

Regardless of his initial belief, Vincent took the script to Victoria’s agent, and was pleasantly surprised when he received a call from Victoria the very next day.  She wanted to star in this film.

“We were so excited when we received the call from Victoria,” remembers Rosario.  “We immediately asked her to come down for a reading.”

Even though everyone felt that Victoria was the ideal choice for Alissa, the brothers still had her read for the part.  As soon as she read her scene opposite Vincent, everyone knew she was the only choice.

“She read one scene and was phenomenal,” recalls Mike.  “She was the first person to read for Alissa, and when she did, we all knew right then and there that she was the one.”

Vincent continues, “Victoria has a great presence – strong and confident – a wonderful personality that would come off on the big screen.”

With the lead roles finally secured, the Pagano brothers set out to cast the rest of the characters in the film.  First on their list was the role of Aunt Lidia.  Vincent and Mike wanted an actress with whom they had an immediate rapport – someone who was like real family.  They found that chemistry with Adrienne Barbeau, wife of writer Billy Van Zandt.

“Vincent and I had been searching for an actress who could play Aunt Lidia,” recalls Mike.  “Billy suggested that his wife, Adrienne, would suit the part.  So we asked her to come in and read for the role, and instantly, we felt a connection between all of us.”

Shortly thereafter, the Pagano brothers found Magda Harout.  She would play the role of Aunt Alma.

“It was absolutely incredible,” remembers Vincent.  “Magda opened her mouth, and we immediately fell in love with her voice.  She has such a wonderful personality and great energy.”

Next, John Capodice was cast as Uncle Sal.  Vincent had heard of John through a mutual friend and decided to meet him in person.  The two connected at a local coffee shop.  

“John and I met for coffee one day,” said Vincent.  “It was there that I gave him a copy of the script, and three hours later, I received a call from John saying he would be honored to be in this film.”

The rest of cast soon fell into place including Dan Lauria as Rudy, Lisa Raggio as Claudia, Billy Van Zandt as Louie and John Mariano as Brunie.

 “We were so fortunate to find the group of actors that we did,” said Rosario.  “Everyone was so professional and never coped an attitude.”

Vincent continues, “It was as if we were all family.  Everyone was patient, understanding and extremely helpful.  We all worked so well with one another that we even went out to dinner together at the end of each day.”

The conversations and emotions that take place in A Wake in Providence are very real.  A no-holds barred dinner with several different conversations taking place at once.  It sets an authentic tone throughout the film.

“It was amazing to see the different conversations taking place,” said Vincent.  “People were laughing, arguing and just being crazy.  That’s how it happens in a lot of Italian families – that’s how it happens in mine.”

Creating that authenticity also meant shooting on location in Providence.  In fact, Vincent, Mike and Rosario decided that one of the best places to capture that realism was Grandmother Pagano’s home.

“I wanted the feel of being inside a real place, not a set,” said Rosario.  “What was wonderful about shooting in the house was that everything was already there.  It was a set designer's dream - fully furnished, pictures on the walls, and absolutely reeked of Italian ethnicity.  We even used the kitchen to cook the meals for the dinner scene.”

Vincent and Mike even toured the ethnic Italian neighborhood of Federal Hill in Providence searching for other prime locations for the film.  To their surprise, everyone in town was willing and able to lend a hand.

“We literally walked in and out of every store on Federal Hill,” remembers Rosario.  “We’d walk in two steps, and if it didn’t feel right, we’d walk out.  Walk in, walk out.  Walk in, walk out.  That was our process of elimination.”

Mike continues, “Most of the people were thrilled to be involved with a film about Federal Hill Italians in Providence.  Truly, it seemed that the spirit of the Italian family was present in the hearts and souls of its people.”

With the people of Providence doing so much to help the film, Vincent was more than happy to open up the set for anyone that wanted to be there.

“There were Providence residents who showed up every day to help out and do what they could,” recalls Vincent.  “One guy, Gary, actually started calling himself a producer.  He would hang around every day and ask questions like ‘So, where are we filming today?’  Nobody seemed to mind though - it only added to the fun, family-like atmosphere.”

The only obstacle that production needed to overcome during the shoot was the weather.  It proved to be both a hindrance and a blessing.

“The weather was a daily concern,” remembers Rosario.  “Every morning we’d hear the weather report, and it was always wrong.  Some days it would start out sunny, and then rain an hour later.  We never knew what to expect.”

But weather in the final cemetery scene proved to be a blessing in disguise.  Rosario always pictured that Alissa would get accepted by the grandmother, and the sun would shine as a symbol of her newfound understanding.  On the day of the shoot however, it poured.  

“At first I was disappointed, but then I went with it, and it worked really well,” recalls Rosario.  “That is, once we managed to scrounge together enough black umbrellas for the scene - apparently Rhode Islanders are quite fond of polka dots.”

Through the many troubles and triumphs, the dual message behind the title A Wake in Providence is significant on many levels.  

“Not only is Anthony heading home for his grandfather’s wake, but the family and the town of Providence are truly in for a rude awakening,” said Rosario.  “An awakening of everyone’s mind and soul.”

#   #   #

ABOUT THE CAST

VINCENT PAGANO (Anthony) has a long-standing tradition of writing and performing with his brother Mike, but A Wake In Providence is their first professional project together.  A Providence native from a strongly traditional Italian family, Pagano moved to Los Angeles six years ago to pursue a career in the entertainment industry.  

Pagano has appeared in both commercials and several television shows, including a recurring role on NBC’s Suddenly Susan.  He has also appeared in numerous independent films and stage performances.

A Wake In Providence is Pagano’s first feature film as writer, producer and star. 

VICTORIA ROWELL (Alissa), for the past six years, has starred on the CBS series Diagnosis Murder as pathologist and medical examiner Dr. Amanda Bentley, opposite the legendary Dick Van Dyke.  Prior to her starring role on the network series, Rowell appeared on the number one daytime drama The Young and The Restless as Drucilla Winters.  Rowell continues to be a principal cast member on both successful shows.

Rowell has also appeared in several feature films including The Distinguished Gentleman, Dumb and Dumber and Eve’s Bayou.  Rowell recently wrapped production on The Fraternity Boys.

MIKE PAGANO (Frankie) was born and raised in Providence, Rhode Island with his older brother Vincent.  Three years ago, Pagano followed Vincent’s footsteps when he moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career.  Since that time, he has guest starred on several TV series as well as appeared in numerous independent films including The Groom and Wide Open World.

Pagano co-wrote and co-starred in A Wake In Providence with brother Vincent.

ADRIENNE BARBEAU (Lydia) has been performing as both a singer and actress almost her entire life.  Her singing career began at the Civic Light Opera in San Jose, California.  By the time she was 18, Barbeau was entertaining troops in the Orient.  Barbeau continues to sing, appearing on concert and nightclub stages throughout the country.  She also just released her new CD titled “Adrienne Barbeau.”

Her television career began as Bea Arthur’s daughter in the hit series “Maude,” and since then she has been involved in many other popular series including the HBO series “Dream On,” “The Drew Carey Show,” “Sliders,” “Babylon 5” and “Weird Science.”  

Barbeau also performs voice-overs for television shows, commercials and books-on-tape.  Currently, she performs the voice of Catwoman on “Batman, The Animated Series.”

Barbeau is not stranger to film.  Audiences know her best for The Fog, Escape from New York, Cannonball Run, Two Evil Eyes and Father Hood.  

JOHN CAPODICE (Uncle Sal ) has starred in numerous feature films and television shows.  He has appeared in almost two dozen films, including Enemy of the State, The Phantom, Speed, Ace Ventura: Pet Detective, Honeymoon in Vegas, Naked Gun 33 1/3, Jacob’s Ladder and Wall Street.  

His television credits are just as varied, and include such popular series as “Seinfeld,” “The Practice,” “NYPD Blue,” “Mad About You” and “Ellen.”

Capodice is also well-known for his performances on stage.  He has appeared both on and off Broadway in shows such as “Requiem for a Heavyweight,” “American Buffalo” and “Three Men on a Horse.” He was involved in “A prayer for my Daughter” and “Henry V” for the NY Shakespeare Festival.

MAGDA HAROUT (Aunt Alma ) represents the third generation of the American Barrymores, an acting family who performed together as a repertory company after the Russian Revolution.  Beginning in Armenia and ending in Hollywood, Ms. Harout carried on the troop’s tradition in films, television, and theatre.  

Harout has received eight theatrical stage awards (Dramalogue, L.A. Weekly, L.A. Drama Critics Circle) for starring in such vehicles as Tennessee Williams’ “The Milk Train Doesn’t Stop Here Anymore,” “Anniversary,” “Waltz of the Toreodores,” “Suddenly Last Summer,” “Madwoman of Chaillot,” “Big Fish Little Fish,” and “Sympathy.”  Last season, she starred in “Nine Armenians” at the Mark Taper Forum and went on to reprise the role in Colorado at the Denver Center for the Performing Arts.  

Her film credits include The Elevator (Martin Landau, Martin Sheen) and My Life (Michael Keaton) and her numerous television guest appearances include “Caroline in the City,” “The Nanny,” and “Seinfeld.”

DAN LAURIA (Rudy ) is probably best known for his role as the father on the long-running television show “The Wonder Years.”  Lauria has had a lengthy acting career spanning two decades of television, film, and theatre.  

He has appeared in countless television series such as “NYPD Blue,” “Touched by an Angel,” “Walker-Texas Ranger,” “Suddenly Susan,” “Hill Street Blues,” “Jag,” “Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman” and “Moonlighting.”  In 1998, he appeared in the Tom Hanks directed television miniseries From the Earth to the Moon.  He has also appeared in several movies-of-the-week, including “Rise and Walk: The Dennis Byrd Story” and “In The Line of Duty: Ambush in Waco.”

JOHN MARIANO (Brunie), a native of Queens, New York, Mariano studied acting in Manhattan, while sharpening his improv skills in the clubs of Greenwich Village.  After moving to Los Angeles, John appeared on many television shows, including recurring guest-starring roles on “ER,” “NYPD Blue,” “Caroline in the City,’ and “Dharma and Greg.”  

Winner of several awards, including the Dramalogue award for Best Actor, L.A. Weekly Award (Best Comedy Ensemble), and an Emmy for Steven Speilberg’s “Animaniacs,”  Mariano still makes a point of performing on stage as much as possible, either in plays or touring as an opener for such celebrities as Howie Mandell.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

ROSARIO J. ROVETO, JR. (Director) got his first break in the industry working as an assistant director on television shows ranging from sitcoms to movies-of-the-week to ESPN’s game shows, beginning in 1990 with “Head of the Class.”  He then continued on a variety of other shows as either a stage manager or assistant director on the “New WKRP in Cincinnati,” “Daddy Dearest,” “Bless This House,” and “Suddenly Susan.”

In January 1997, he made his directorial debut on the episodic sitcom “The Tom Show” starring Tom Arnold.  That same month, he also directed his first low budget feature, A Cross In Time.

Roveto is currently working on his third feature, A Search for Zero, which he will write and direct.

#   #    #
