Dare Not Walk Alone


The unconventional civil rights film, "Dare Not Walk Alone," which cuts between the Civil Rights protests of 1964 and the hip hop generation's struggle to bridge the poverty gap that still exists in many areas of America today. 

In this groundbreaking film, director Jeremy Dean, takes an unflinching look at themes echoed in current events like hurricane Katrina and recent award-winning movies such as "Hustle and Flow" and "Crash." Startling newsreel footage--some of it never aired before--brings home the bitter reality of the 1964 Saint Augustine protests led by Dr. King and US Ambassador Andrew Young (who was beaten up on the streets of Saint Augustine by Klan members and other whites violently opposed to desegregation). 

While Dean tells a story that much of the world has forgotten—the violence and abuse that demonstrators, both black and white, were willing to endure to force the passage of the first Civil Rights Act—he is not content to end the story there. He connects with a segment of American society that is still forgotten, black Americans for whom King's "Dream" is still just a dream, kids who feel their only way out is hip hop. [image: image1.emf]


Drawing striking parallels between the role of music in black communities during the civil rights movement of the sixties and the way that music still keeps hope alive today, Dean's film strikes a chord with viewers of all races. Andrew Young, one of King's top lieutenants, speaks of being beaten by whites opposed to desegregation (Young went on to become Mayor of Atlanta). 

James Brock, owner of the Monson Motor Lodge, focus of many demonstrations, gives his first ever on-camera interview (King was arrested at the Monson and acid was used to remove protestors from its "Whites Only" swimming pool). Dean has created a visceral mix of newly discovered archival footage and eyewitness accounts from people on both sides of the events which led directly to passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.   His footage of a service of reconciliation held at a white church that had barred blacks from worshipping in the sixties, shows progress is possible. And audiences of all ages have repeatedly been moved to ask: What more can we do to help? 

For anyone trying to make sense of recent events in places like Jena, Alabama, or the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, this film might be a good place to start.

The film offers signs of hope, yet the economic data speak for themselves: glaring gaps still exist within American society. However, if the first step to closing them is facing the problem, viewers of this film are taking that step.

QUICK FACTS:

* The median net worth of the average white family in America is ten times that of the average African American family.

* The overall economic status of African Americans is 56 percent that of white Americans, a decline from 2005 (see www.nul.org/thestateofblackamerica.html). 

What it is: A moving, compassionate, award-winning feature-length documentary about civil rights and social diversity, from the triumphs of Dr. King’s non-violent movement to the challenges of today.

Dare Not Walk Alone takes a fresh look at past struggles for equality and the urgent need for inter-racial reconciliation and dialogue echoed in events like the aftermath of hurricane Katrina. 

How it is received: Dare Not Walk Alone has had standing ovations in communities and colleges around the country, earning praise and applause from audiences of all races in Atlanta, Buffalo, San Francisco, San José, Sarasota, Winston-Salem, Indianapolis, Columbus, Bethlehem, PA and beyond. 
“At each festival more showings were added to meet the demand.”
Who’s the audience? The film appeals to wide range of audiences due to its unique combination of previously undocumented historical content, fresh contemporary perspective, exclusive interviews, and a stirring soundtrack that ranges from gospel to hip-hop.

What are they saying? This is “not your typical civil rights film” and its popularity with audiences echoes that of Oscar-winning films like Crash and Hustle and Flow. The most common audience comment? “Thank you for making this film.” 
A middle school teacher wrote: “My students have awarded you their highest accolade—they found your piece to be interesting and more important, relevant to their own lives. They have told me that way too many documentaries are done in such a dry and droning fashion, and are so repetitive and so deeply anchored in the past, that kids today struggle to make any kind of personal connection with most historical documentaries. Yours was the exception to their common experience.”

Here is a representative selection of Critic Quotes that the film has received:
“Amazing film! Opened my eyes to something I had never truly understood.”
“An excellent film, compelling, painful, a story that needs to be told—the change already taking place in Saint Augustine is a small but positive and hopeful step.”

“Had no idea all this happened and is still going on. Thanks for enlightening me!” 

“Excellent! First time I’ve seen juxtaposition of civil rights progress with continuing oppression in same film. I’d like to show it in my US government class.”

“Films like this give me knowledge and a hope that maybe I can do something to change the world.”

“A powerful, real life story that many people don’t know about.”

“The grittiest version of civil rights history I’ve ever seen.” -- Peter Miller, Co-producer, Ken Burns' Jazz
Dare Not Walk Alone: Festival Screening List as of September, 2007
1. Cinequest Film Festival, San Jose, CA, March, 2006.

2. Independent Black Film Festival, Atlanta, GA, March, 2006.

3. Florida Film Festival, Orlando, FL, March, 2006.

4. Jacksonville Film Festival, Jacksonville, FL, May, 2006.

5. San Francisco Black Film Festival, CA, June, 2006.

6. Atlanta International Film Festival, Atlanta, June, 2006.

7. Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival, Fort Lauderdale, FL, October, 2006.
8. Connecticut Film Festival, CT, October, 2006. 
9. DREAM Film Series MLK National Historic Site, Atlanta, GA, October, 2006.

10. Western New York Black Film Festival, Buffalo, NY, February, 2007.

11. Deep Focus Film Festival, Columbus, OH, April, 2007.

12. Pan African International Film Festival, Denver, CO, April 2007.

13. Ybor Festival of the Moving Image, Tampa, FL, April, 2007.

14. Sarasota Film Festival, Sarasota, FL, April, 2007.
15. RiverRun International Film Festival, Winston-Salem, NC, April, 2007
16. Indianapolis International Film Festival 2007, April, 2007.

17. SouthSide Film Festival, Bethlehem, PA, June, 2007.

18. Breckenridge Festival of Film, Breckenridge, CO, June, 2007.

19. Milwaukee International Film Festival, Milwaukee, WI, September, 2007.
20. Cucalorus Film Festival, Wilmington, NC, November, 2007.

DARE NOT WALK ALONE



SYNOPSIS
Directed by Jeremy Dean

Tag Line: The greatest civil rights story never told.

This film is an emotional march from past to present combining rarely seen news footage from 1964 with present day testimony to tell the true story of troubled times in the historic tourist town of St. Augustine, Florida. See African-Americans and their allies in the white community put their lives on the line to force the President of the United States to sign the first civil rights act. The film also takes a look at the aftermath of desegregation and the challenges that it presents to all Americans. In the end we see signs of hope and reconciliation and are challenged to take the next step forward.   
(English, 83 minutes) Rated: Pending

TECH INFO:

Features: Martin Luther King, James Brock, Malcolm X, Cristoff, Lyndon Johnson 
Producer: Robert Mergener
Exec Producers: Chey Cobb and Stephen Cobb
Runtime: 83 minutes
Format: 1:66 (HD)

Website: www.darenotwalkalone.com
Dare Not Walk Alone ● 20 Atlantic Ave ● St. Augustine ● Florida 32085
phone: 1.904.377.5528 ● fax: 1.775.256.9558 ● email: info@dnwa.info

www.dnwa.info ● darenotwalkalone.blogspot.com

