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DINGLE, BARRY:





SYNOPSIS
Directed by Barry Shurchin

Eleanor Dingle(Veronica Cartwright) would make the Capital Hill Gang blush in this black comedy about power, seduction and backbiting. In the vein of  “The War of the Roses” and “Ruthless People” comes this tale of a power mad mother who will do anything to get her felonious cad of a son Barry (Barry Shurchin) married to a rising Senator’s daughter, Ethel Shivers (Nicole Sullivan) a newly widowed mongoloid. Never mind that the senator’s daughter has three suitors ahead of him, the sons of Mrs. Dingle’s arch-rival and played in a hilarious turn by Erik Palladino. Don’t miss this raunchy, dark and hilarious revenge comedy that is sure to make you blush. (English 92min)
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT:

The idea for "Dingle" came to me after I saw "The Shape of Things" by Neil LaBute. The film was a drama and the female lead was the quintessential anti-hero. I've never seen a character more despicable before or since. There wasn't a trace of anything kind or good in her actions throughout the entire film including, and especially, the ending. I loved it. It occurred to me that in today's PC Hollywood these kinds of characters rarely exist, and never are they 
the lead character, the person that the audience goes on a journey and empathizes with. I thought it was a brilliantly bold move on LaBute's part to make this film because, as despicable as she was, she was still human. I wanted to explore this idea.
 

I started to envision a story about a pair of characters - the Dingles, two of the most despicable people I could imagine. But I wanted the audience to fall in love with them in spite of their ways. And I wanted to pursue that through comedy. So I began to write "Barry Dingle." In addition to the atrocious character traits of the Dingles, I  wanted to put them in situations in which they would behave in the worst way possible. I wanted them to be selfish, vindictive and very human. Because I believe that we as a society behave despicably from time to time and hate our selves and each other for it. I figured that if I could make a film in which you loved the "Bad Guys" maybe we could recognize the human condition in which we operate and struggle with, face it and possibly accept and even change our behavior through this process. Whether or not I achieved this goal is up to you.

 

Besides, I find the Dingles' behavior funny as hell. I put them in situations that I thought people would be afraid to laugh at if having to face them in real life; death by rectal cancer, rape, deception, acting out of greed, borderline incest, torture of others for self gratification. I know these topics don't sound funny when put that way. But, I wanted the challenge of making the Dingles so human that their entire journey mixed in with who they are added up to an extremely funny and shocking film. I wanted the audience to question themselves for laughing and loving this "unlovable" pair. Again you decide.  

Long Synopsis:

BARRY DINGLE is a darkly humorous tale of a twisted codependency between a mother and son - ELEANOR and BARRY DINGLE. While Eleanor ruthlessly pursues her climb up the social ladder, Barry ruthlessly pursues his climb into strange women's pants. Although, somewhat tolerant of each other's habits in the past, their two agendas clash when Eleanor demands that Barry put his carousing on hold in order to seduce ETHEL SHIVERS, a Senator's daughter, so that Eleanor may enjoy the benefits of political status. A few snags occur when Barry discovers how homely the Senator's daughter is and decides to go back to his skirt chasing. After using his patented finger-cock-switch on an unsuspecting woman, JOANNA WOJAHOWSKY, Barry is arrested and convicted of date rape.

 

    While Barry spends three years in prison getting an overdose of his own medicine, Eleanor watches her plans go down the toilet as Ethel marries the son of her arch nemesis, DEBORA CHILDERS.

 

    Upon Barry's release from prison, he and Eleanor are both hell-bent on revenge. Barry sets his sites on Joanna for sending him to prison, and Eleanor targets Deborah for usurping her position with the Senator. Plans are concocted and the wheels are set in motion for the Dingle's to finally triumph. Unbeknownst to the conniving pair, Debora and Joanna have plans of their own. What follows is an eclectic battle of wills as secrets are revealed, loyalties are tested, and the definition of redemption is misused shamelessly.
BIOS:





Veronica Cartwright

Veronica Cartwright: Barry Dingle (2004), Straight Jacket (2004), Just Married (2003), Scary Movie 2 (2001), In the Bedroom (2001), A Slipping Down Life (1999), Money Talks (1997), Candyman (1995), Man Trouble (1992), Witches of Eastwick (1987), Wisdom (1986), The Right Stuff (1983), Alien (1979), Goin South (1978), The Birds (1963).


 


Erik Palladino

Erik Palladino: Over There (2005), Barry Dingle (2004), L.A. Dicks (2004), Dead & Breakfast (2004), Latter Days (2003), U-571 (2001), Can’t Hardly Wait (1999), ER (1999-2002)





Nicole Sullivan

Nicole Sullivan: Crank Yankers (2005), Barry Dingle (2004), King of Queens (2002-2006), Mad TV (1995-2002).




Lukas Haas

Lukas Haas: Vinyl (2005), Barry Dingle (2004), Brick (2004), Bookies (2003), Zoolander (2001), Thin Red Line (2000), Mars Attacks (1996), Johns (1996), Boys (1995), Rambling Rose (1991), Music Box (1988), Witness (1986). 

Biography

Barry Shurchin’s first Filmmaking endeavor, his feature “Down on Brighton,” won Best Original Screenplay at The Nodance Film Festival in 2002. Shurchin next completed “One Roll,” a short drama about a young photographer murdered by the subjects she attempts to photograph. This film along with the feature script “Barry Dingle” helped Shurchin secure financing and recruit talent, such as Lukas Haas, Veronica Cartwright and Nichole Sullivan for the production of “Barry Dingle.” Barry Shurchin’s other feature screenplays “Disgruntled,” “Immigrant” and “Cannibal Love” have such talent attached as Adrien Brody, Jeremy Piven and Annabelle Sciora. 

Barry Shurchin was born in Lvov, Ukraine in 1971.  His family immigrated to the U.S. in 1979. Shurchin spent his adolescent years in Flatbush Brooklyn, attended The State University at Albany for his undergraduate degree in Russian Literature and studied acting with Bill Esper, Earle Gister and Olympia Dukakis in the late nineties. Since then he has worked on stage, guest starred on “The Sopranos,” “Law and Order” and played a supporting roles in John McTiernan’s “Rollerball” and Richard Linklater’s “School of Rock.” 
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Synopsis

A conniving mother tries desperately to marry off her son Barry to a senator's daughter.
