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SYNOPSIS
Directed by Sven Pape
 
From the editor of James Cameron's recent IMAX film (Ghosts of the

Abyss), comes this clever satire on Los Angeles as seen through the

eyes of Lenny and Ethan, two friends, determined to override the 

system. This quest for fame and fortune quickly transcends into 

a test of friendship. Ethan struggles as he can’t let go of his dying 

marriage whereas Lenny, with a devil-may-care attitude, would 

easily compromise his integrity if he had any. An inside look at the

fun and drama that go with sex, money (or lack of) and

manipulation.  (English, 91 minutes)
Rated R
The First Attempt at an interactive film for the independent scene using the internet as a forum for audience members to cast the prequel to the film.

Sven Pape has launched an internet campaign whereby audience members can log onto the films’ website – www.latwistermovie.com and watch as a Play version of the film’s prequel is cast. 

Then audience members can watch the two final cast’s rehearse and give their opening performance at which time the audience will decide which cast members make up the final “All Star” play cast.

The opening night of this play will be simulcast throughout the world via the internet going from the opening night of the play to the World Premiere of the actual “LA Twister” film at Mann’s Chinese with the film’s cast. A true interactive event!!

Sort of an 'American Idol' for movies and internet. 

 
DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT:

Everybody has a dream. L.A. TWISTER is about two friends that commit to theirs. Lenny and Ethan are clueless when it comes to making a film, yet despite their lack of brilliance, experience and connections, they follow through. 

L.A. TWISTER celebrates the true independent spirit of filmmaking long lost by so-called independent film festivals. For me “independent” means to not wait for anyone to give you permission and to not take “no” for an answer. Hollywood is all about “who you know”, and it has no place for people like Lenny and Ethan. Or so it seems.


The story of the film appears to be told in a linear way, but it really isn’t. By playing with the audience perception, I’m exploring the not so subtle difference between “trying” and “doing”, which I think, is the key to finding your dreams.

I hope the audience will enjoy this “feel good” indie as much as we enjoyed the making of the film.

Sven Pape, 

director, producer, editor

L.A. TWISTER

www.snowdogfilms.com

PRODUCTION NOTES:

L.A. TWISTER is a truly independent film made by filmmakers who gave themselves a "greenlight".

First-time director Sven Pape most recently edited James Cameron's GHOSTS OF THE ABYSS. Cinematographer Patrice Lucien Cochet just shot the Sundance film and MTV release BETTER LUCK TOMORROW.

Filmed on 35mm - entirely on location in Los Angeles in just 21 days, the film has a remarkable ensemble cast including Zack Ward (TITUS, CHRISTMAS STORY), Jennifer Aspen (PARTY OF FIVE), Sarah Thompson (Angel, In the Line of Fire), Colleen Camp (Police Academy)  and Golden Globe Winner Susan Blakely (POOR MAN - RICH MAN).

BIOS:

SVEN PAPE

Before directing his first feature L.A. TWISTER, Sven was editor on James Cameron's GHOSTS OF THE ABYSS, 3D-Imax film about the Return Expedition to the Titanic wreck site. He was also behind-the-scenes documentarian and webcast director of the expedition and conducted a live internet broadcast during dive operations (www.earthship.tv).

Sven is a MFA graduate from the American Film Institute. His thesis film THE WATER GHOST sold to Lifetime TV and received the 1999 Producer's Guild Award. 

Born and raised in Germany he studied film at the University of Arts in Berlin (diploma) and received a scholarship by the German Academic Exchange Service to continue his studies in Los Angeles. 

As a teenager, Sven spent almost three years in South Africa, where he first discovered his passion for filmmaking interning under South African filmmaker Peter Gird. With Sven's new film AFRICAN SHADOW MAN, currently in development, he hopes to return to South Africa to shoot an epic love story.

PATRICE LUCIEN COCHET

Patrice Lucien Cochet grew up in Paris, France, and came to the United States in 1991. He graduated from the American Film Institute with a Master's Degree in Cinematography in 1999. 

In the last two years, Patrice has photographed seven feature length films and numerous commercials and music videos. He has also been noticed for his striking underwater photography. 

Patrice's latest feature, Better Luck Tomorrow (2002), was part of the 2002 Sundance Film Festival official “Dramatic” competition, was sold to MTV Films and released wide in April 2003. The Hollywood Reporter said of it: "Technical credits are scorchingly good, especially cinematographer Patrice Lucien Cochet's deadly satirical compositions".

250 WORD SYNOPSIS:

Ethan is a dreamer and Lenny is a player. Both fail miserably at playing the Hollywood game. L.A. Twister is a satirical quest for fame, a test of friendship, integrity and love.

When Ethan separates from his wife, he comes to L.A. and moves in with his buddy Lenny. His friend however, is preoccupied with more pressing matters.  He is busy trying to get the big acting part by sleeping with the fat casting director.

Lenny should have known better, and finds himself being taken for a ride and becoming another nameless victim of the cruel Hollywood system. He is ready to give up on acting, when Ethan convinces him to take movie making into his own hands.

The two filmmakers try to manipulate their way around the underbelly of show business. Along the way,  powerful agents, sleazy investors and trophy wives are more interested in satisfying their egos than taking a chance on an unfinished script and two “wanna-be” actors.

Lenny and Ethan can never really win in this farce about living your dream, trusting your friends and failing miserably. But enough self-respect survives to set the two on a path of redemption. 

The truest of Hollywood stories ends with a twist that surprises everyone. Even Ethan and Lenny.

125 WORD SYNOPSIS:

Ethan is a dreamer and Lenny is a player. Both fail miserably at playing the Hollywood game. 

When Ethan separates from his wife, he comes to L.A. and moves in with his buddy Lenny. But his friend is at a low point, too, since he can't get a single acting gig. With nowhere else to turn, this unlikely duo decides to take movie making into their own hands.

L.A. Twister is a satirical quest for fame, a test of friendship, integrity and love. The truest of Hollywood stories ends with a twist that surprises everyone... even Ethan and Lenny.

3-LINE SYNOPSIS:

L.A. Twister is the satirical journey of an unlikely duo who, failing miserably at playing by Hollywood’s rules, decide to take filmmaking into their own hands.

