Distributed by INDICAN PICTURES*

Starring

Liz Lavoie, Nipper Knapp and Steve Paymer

“SCREAM QUEEN”

Producers

Abel McHone, Tatiana Bliss & Jeff Roe


Editor

Jeff Roe & Damon Reeves

Director of Photography

Kara Stephens

Casting Director

Laura Shiff

Composer

Ferris Ellen Gluck

 Writer

Tatiana Bliss

Director
Tatiana Bliss

Press Contact:





TRT: 86 Mins.

Dan Hill






“R” Rated

323-650-0832

* A division of 2K4, Inc.


CAST LIST
(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)


CHARACTER ACTOR



Dana Lewis........................................................................... Liz Lavoie

Jason Alves........................................................................... Nipper Knapp

Freddy.....................................................................................Jason Boegh

Mike....................................................................................... Christopher Neiman


Buddy King............................................................................ Steve Paymer

Hal Clarg................................................................................ Bill Birch

Cherry Red............................................................................ Holly Beavon

Ronaldo................................................................................. Ron Garcia

Scuzzy Cameraman............................................................. Michael Skor

Vivian Lewis.......................................................................... Sass Robinson

Sybil Lewis............................................................................ Shannon O'Hurley

Video Store Boy.................................................................... Sevan Boosinger

Tubby Fan.............................................................................. Dennis Gubbins


Burly Fan................................................................................David Mark Dean

Hot Tub Wannabe............................................................ Gina Hiraizumi

Marty........................................................................................Maury Sterling

Casting Assistant................................................................ Catherine Sullivan

Actress................................................................................. Mataji Astarte Booker

Actress 2................................................................................ Laura Wides

Casting Director................................................................... Laurence Walsh
Richard Newman................................................................. Paul Hannum

Wayne Pilgrim....................................................................... Ken Zavayna

Bill Alves.................................................................................Sam Bologna

Karen Boswick...................................................................... Jill Kiblinger

Missy Boswick...................................................................... Senta Moses

Kyle Fitzpatrick.....................................................................Thomas Patrick Kelly

Amy Fitzpatrick......................................................................Amy Boosinger

Waiter .....................................................................................Sean Dillard

Restaurant Guy ..................................................................... Carlos Munos

New Agent............................................................................. Dawn McMillan

Dana Lewis (age 8)............................................................. Alex Boosinger

Mr. Lewis................................................................................Chris Boosinger

The Dream Dog.................................................................... Lola

Fifi the Dog............................................................................ Augusta


MAIN CREW LIST:


WRITER/DIRECTOR/PRODUCER..................................... Tatiana Bliss

CO-PRODUCERS.................................................................. Abel McHone
................................................................................................... Jeff Roe

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY........................................ Kara Stephens


EDITORS................................................................................. Jeff Roe
................................................................................................... Damon Reeves

CASTING.................................................................................. Laura Schiff

COMPOSER…………………………………………………….Ferris Ellen Gluck

PROD. DESIGNER………………………………………………Chris Boosinger

SCRIPT SUPERVISOR…………………………………………..Ferris Ellen Gluck



SCREAM QUEEN

SYNOPSIS


A timeless fairy tale about love, dreams, and fake blood.

Once upon a time there was a scream queen...  Meet Dana Lewis (LIZ LAVOIE), 
a famous B-Horror movie actress tired of playing baby-sitters and 
cheerleaders in straight-to-video movies.  Dana dreams of being a "serious" 
actress and thinks her luck may be improving when she's offered the starring 
role in an independent movie.

When Dana arrives on the movie set in the desert, she discovers her "big 
break" is actually a huge ordeal.  The director, Jason Alves (NIPPER KNAPP), 
is an obsessed fan and the cast and crew is a group of local weirdos.  Under 
contract, Dana is forced to act in the movie and face her secret fear that 
she has no talent.  Thanks to Jason's respect for her, Dana discovers she IS 
a good actress and the couple falls in love.

Back in Los Angeles, Dana is cast in a big, studio picture, but success has 
its price.  In her thirst for stardom, Dana lets Jason down and loses him.  
Realizing her mistake, Dana uses her new found self-respect to clean up her 
life and get Jason back...  And they all live happily ever after.



PRODUCTION NOTES


Shot in twenty one days in Los Angeles and the Mojave Desert, SCREAM QUEEN is a fairy tale about a B-Horror movie actress who falls in love with her biggest fan.

While living on a ranch in the Mojave Desert, Tatiana Bliss decided to direct a feature and finance it from her work as a screenwriter.  She constructed a story based around locations she knew she could use for free.  She shot the desert scenes at her ranch and other scenes at friends' houses, businesses or on the streets of Hollywood.  The characters in the story were inspired by her own neighbors and some people she had encountered in "the Biz".

For acting talent, Tatiana applied to her friends, including her high school buddy, Liz Lavoie, who loved the script and signed on immediately.  The crew which was found through an ad placed in Backstage West was hardworking and cheerful.  During the shoot, Tatiana kept everyone working together to get up to fifty camera set ups a day.  

Shot on schedule and on budget, SCREAM QUEEN had only a few notable hardships.  One was that Tatiana acquired a stalker during the audition process and had to deal with a crazy actor (obviously not cast in the movie) crank-calling her throughout the shoot.  Another was the fact that there were several days of shooting in 110 degree July heat in the Mojave Desert.  And lastly, when a shy actor refused to show his derriere for a shot, one of the producers gallantly agreed to perform as an "Ass Double".


ABOUT THE PLAYERS:


LIZ LAVOIE   






       ACTOR

Liz Lavoie who stars as Dana Lewis, the "scream queen" of the movie, is no stranger to interesting female roles and has even played a few "screamers" in B-horror projects herself.  Liz hails from Northern California where she started acting at the age of ten.  After receiving a Bachelors Degree and an Outstanding Acting Award from UCLA's School of Theater, Film and Television, Liz embarked on a professional acting career.

Among many commercials, short films and guest roles in episodic television 
(SILK STALKINGS, BEYOND BELIEF, CRUSADE, and the IN THE LINE OF DUTY 
movie-of-the-week series among others), Liz starred in Justin Tanner's cult 
favorite, long-running plays, "POT MOM" and "ZOMBIE ATTACK" at the Cast 
Theater.  She wrote and performed in her own one-act, "THE WORKING ACTOR", 
and produced and acted in "BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER", both at the Zephyr 
Theater.  Liz starred as Cinderella in the children's television pilot "CINDY" alongside Shirley Jones, Batman's Adam West and comic book legend, Stan Lee.

Liz has studied at the American Conservatory Theater, the British American 
Drama Academy at Oxford and been a workshop member of the Actor's Gang.

NIPPER KNAPP






ACTOR

Nipper Knapp, who plays Jason, the horror movie expert and Dana's biggest 
fan, comes from a strong background in the theater.  After receiving a degree in Theater from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Nipper moved to New York City and became the Founder and Artistic Director of the Trueblood Theater Ensemble.  With Trueblood, Nipper produced, directed and acted in several world premiere plays that were developed by the company.  


He also worked with several other prominent theater groups in New York, including Ensemble Studio Theater, Malaparte, HB Playwright's Foundation, New Dramatist's and the Workhouse Theater. 

Since making his home in Los Angeles, Nipper has appeared in commercials, episodic television, and film.  Most recently, Nipper has been on the series BOSTON PUBLIC and in the features PSYCHO BEACH PARTY, BUYING THE COW (with 
Jerry O'Connell, Ryan Reynolds, and Bridgette Wilson) and KNIGHT CLUB (with 
Lou Diamond Phillips).

TATIANA BLISS




WRITER-DIRECTOR-PRODUCER

Originally from Northern California, Tatiana Bliss has been working as a professional screenwriter since earning a Bachelors Degree in Theater and a Masters Degree in Film from UCLA.  Tatiana has written plays, series television and feature films.  She recently produced the three hour long art-epic DAY IS DONE directed by Mike Kelley, a pirate movie for the artist Paul McCarthy, and is working on a skateboarding documentary for FUEL TV.

  
She has lived and worked in Germany where she's had five features produced, three of which garnered critical praise and wide-spread popular success.  Tatiana is a member of the Writers Guild of America and has developed projects for independent producers as well as companies such as Vineyard Light Films and Warner Brothers Studios.

SCREAM QUEEN is Tatiana's movie directing debut, but she has directed several one-act and full-length plays.  Tatiana loves the collaborative aspects of both theater and film and the experience of working with creative people.  

JEFF ROE






EDITOR-PRODUCER

After receiving a photography degree from CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF THE ARTS, 
Jeff Roe became a special effects supervisor on such films as STARSHIP TROOPERS directed by Paul Verhoeven and MEN IN BLACK directed by Barry Sonnenfeld.  While working for VCE under the helm of Peter Kuran, Jeff edited the award-winning series of atomic documentaries, including ATOMIC JOURNEYS and NUKES IN SPACE. 

Jeff currently works at Chainsaw where he edits network specials, episodic television and feature films.  In the last five years, Jeff has been nominated for five Best Editing Emmy Awards.

KARA STEPHENS




DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Kara Stephens started working in the film industry as a visual effects coordinator on Kathryn Bigelow's STRANGE DAYS, but quickly discovered her heart was in the camera department.  Over the last decade, Kara has worked as a loader, operator, and assistant on commercials, episodic television and features.  Her long list of credits include the films CRIME & PUNISHMENT IN SUBURBIA, ALBINO ALLIGATOR directed by Kevin Spacey, and most recently, THIRTEEN directed by Catherine Hardwicke.  Kara has been the director of photography on several short films and the recent documentaries TIME TRIED, PANIC TESTED and LOVE MARRIAGE.


FERRIS ELLEN GLUCK





COMPOSER

After attending the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston and the Grove School of Music in Los Angeles, Ferris Ellen Gluck started her career as a professional composer.  Ferris' music as been used in several feature films, including REFLECTIONS IN THE DARK starring Billy Zane and Mimi Rogers, REVENGE OF THE RED BARON starring Mickey Rooney, SAWBONES, OVEREXPOSED, CONCEALED WEAPON, FELL'S REDEEMER and FLASHPOINT.  Ferris wrote all the music and lyrics for the musical, animated film ALADDIN & THE  ADVENTURE OF ALL TIME, and she wrote the score for the award-winning short films FRANKZ & BEANS IN SPERM WARFARE! and THE QUESTION.  Most recently, her music has appeared on the cable show ANIMAL PLANET and she has worked as the Musical Director/Composer for the live show "MURDER IN THE MANDARIN 
BALLROOM".


THE DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

TATIANA ON SCREAM QUEEN:

"SCREAM QUEEN, my feature debut, illustrates my interest in complex and not 
necessarily nice, cute or sexy women characters.  I wanted to portray a smart woman who feels trapped by these expectations because of self-doubt and fear and must learn to take responsibility for her life, ultimately giving it the dignity and value that she craves.

I chose to set the story in the context of a fairy tale and in the world of B-Horror movies because they are both mediums where victims and victimization and sex and sexism are interdependent.  The ultimate "scream queen" is a woman who embodies both femininity and feminism.  She is a virginal innocent (and a sex object) whose chasteness gives her the strength to survive, outwit and even fight back against dark and powerful entities, 
usually twisted psycho killers.  Paralleling the journey of a fairy tale heroine, DANA LEWIS is a naive dreamer living in a world of archetypal characters who embarks on a mythical quest, finds allies, overcomes obstacles, and eventually discovers a "treasure".  I created a world that was brightly colored and visually rich to enhance the fairy tale feeling of the movie and increase the sense of timelessness.

But, enough of all this highfalutin jabber, I made SCREAM QUEEN to be interesting and entertaining.  A movie that could be laughed at or laughed with.  A movie that could be thought provoking or just plain enjoyed. "

