Distributed by INDICAN PICTURES*

Starring

Antonio Sabato, jr. Tim Meadows, Alanna Ubach, Jason London , Barney Cheng and Anna Nicole Smith 
In

“ WASABI TUNA” 

Produced by 

CELIA FOX

Edited by

LARRY MADERAS & KEN MORRISEY

Composer

RAYMOND JONES

Director of Photography

BEN KUFFIN

Production Designer

 YUDA ACCO
Costume Designer

SHON LEBLANC

Writer

CELIA FOX

Director

LEE FRIEDLANDER
Press Contact:





Running Time: 92 min








“R” rated


323-650-0832
* A division of 2K4 Pictures, Inc.


WASABI TUNA 

Short Synopsis:

The story of five friends in Los Angeles whose annual tradition of joining the zany West Hollywood Halloween Parade in outrageous-themed costumes has become local legend. However, this year, as they prepare their costumes, all goes wrong. A single case of mistaken identity turns their gentle lifestyle and harmless pre-party atmosphere into a diabolical world of vengeful gang-bangers, surveillance teams, police chases, shootouts, drug-lords, a team of Anna Nicole Smith drag queens, Anna Nicole Smith and yes her dog, "Sugar Pie."
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Posted: Mon., May 10, 2004, 10:00pm PT
 
What's up, 'Wasabi'
 
Sabato Jr. makes fun of himself in gangster spoof
 
By ADDIE MORFOOT
 
Antonio Sabato Jr. admitted he was eager to shed his sex symbol image with "Wasabi Tuna" at Thursday night's Hollywood bow. 

"I wanted to make fun of myself," Sabato said. "I wanted to get into the comedy world and keep changing people's minds about me." 

Writer-producer Celia Fox had a different goal: spoofing "Training Day." "I wanted to spoof all of this L.A. gangster stuff" Fox said. 

Drag queen Alexis Arquette, Jason London and Betsey Johnson were also at the bow.
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Alexis Arquette, Celia Fox and Antonio Sabato Jr. at premiere of 'Wasabi Tuna.'




Posted: Tue., Apr. 20, 2004, 10:00pm PT
 
Cafe's open for biz in prod'n, distribbing
 
Fox-headed shingle sights indies, preps 'Wasabi' bow
 
By DAVE MCNARY

 
Cafe Entertainment Studios has launched as a production and distribution entity with the aim of creating low-to-moderately priced features, television and music projects. 

The shingle, headed by Celia A. Fox, has brought in veteran showbiz execs Robert L. Friedman, who's president and a producer. He's former prexy of AMC Entertainment Motion Picture Group and AMC Intl., president of Columbia Pictures Distribution and exec VP of United Artists. 

"We feel that there's a lot of room for indies right now to succeed with crossover product if they bring in a strong sensibility of what works in the marketplace," Friedman said. "That's why we want to handle the distribution ourselves." 

Cafe is also using Media Consulting Associates, headed by Jerry Katzman and Herman Rush. Katzman is former president of William Morris, and Rush is former chairman of Columbia Pictures Television. 

"I know I have a long way to go, but with the help of sophisticated investors and very experienced advisers I believe we have a good shot at building something of value," Fox said. 

Cafe is handling the releasing of its first feature, comedy caper "Wasabi Tuna," May 7 in Los Angeles, then plans to take the pic into Gotham, San Francisco and Boston. Fox wrote and produced, obtaining financing from Horizon Investment Group. 

"Wasabi Tuna," centered on a group of friends prepping for the annual West Hollywood Halloween Parade, stars Antonio Sabato Jr., Jason London, Tim Meadows, Alexis Arquette and Anna Nicole Smith. 

Fox said she's going the mini-studio route because of what she sees as unexploited opportunities for developing indie films and TV skeins that carry mass appeal. "We are not trying to reinvent the wheel, but we feel we can be competitive with projects in the $3 million to $10 million range," she added. 

Fox said Cafe, which will be based in the Burbank/Glendale area, will seek financing on a per-project basis. It's developing another feature, "Coochie Power," focused on sexual orientation, as well as a trio of TV skeins -- "A Labor of Love;" "Funny Gyrrls," set in the world of female standup comics; and "Club Fed," a dramedy dealing with white-collar crime.
 

WASABI TUNA SYNOPSIS:

It’s the night before Halloween and everyone in L.A. is trying to finish their costumes for the annual West Hollywood Parade! Fredrico, a hot young Latino spinning instructor; Dave, a successful African-American stockbroker; Evan, a stylish young interior designer; Harvey, Evan’s equally fabulous business partner and boyfriend; and Emme, a quirky young woman obsessed with style and vintage movies, have been waiting all year for this day to come. They are now faced with a dilemma, what to be for Halloween?

Their original plan to dress up as pieces of Wasabi Tuna sushi won’t work, so Emme has the perfect solution. Something fresh and edgy, to dress up as East L.A. gangbangers. The original Zoot suits. But in order to achieve that authentic look, they seek out the professionals. Dave hooks them up with Romeo, a real life gangster who agrees to help them out, even loaning them his purple low rider. In the meantime, Evan and Harvey must attend to one of their most valued clients, a shady woman named Mrs. Hasadan. She instructs them to take a vase to Chinatown, meanwhile Mrs. Hasadan’s dog Sugar Pie escapes into their car.  So the gang dresses up in their gangster attire and head for Chinatown in the purple low rider. However, no one realizes that they’re being followed by real gangsters who want to steal their ride, by undercover cops tracking the vase Mrs. Hasadan gave them and the “Santa Ana Annas”, a group of Anna Nicole Smith obsessed drag queens who think Harvey stole the real Sugar Pie!

Everything culminates in Chinatown as the group runs into Anna Nicole Smith at the Chinatown restaurant. But not before the group battles real life gangsters, a trio of female Ninja Assassins, two undercover detectives and the Santa Ana Anna’s!! A brawl erupts and everyone battles in a huge street brawl of flying fists, feet and wigs!! Anna Nicole Smith saves the day when she clears up the Sugar Pie mess, hands the vase full of drugs over to the police and invites the gang to her Halloween party!!

Where they dress as Wasabi Tuna!

Alternate:

WASABI TUNA SYNOPSIS

It’s the night before Halloween and everyone in LA is finalizing their costumes for the annual West Hollywood Halloween Parade, the biggest and brashest block party of the year.  An eclectic group of friends -- Fredrico (Antonio Sabato Jr.), a hot young Latino spinning instructor; Dave (Tim Meadows), a successful African-American stockbroker; Evan (Jason London), a stylish young interior designer; Harvey (Barney Cheng), Evan’s equally fabulous business partner and boyfriend; and Emme (Alanna Ubach), a quirky young woman obsessed with style and vintage movies -- have been anxiously awaiting this night all year.  Their dilemma, however…what to be for Halloween?  The friends all agree to dress up as pieces of spicy wasabi tuna sushi.  But Emme wants an edgy, fresh, dangerous and unexpected costume and convinces the group to go as gangbangers, straight from the rough-and-tumble streets of East LA.  In order to achieve this authentic “from the hood” look, this fashionable group has to go to the professionals.

With just a few hours until the start of the Halloween festivities, the five friends split up.  Dave makes his way to East LA to meet Romeo (Guillermo Diaz), a real life gangster who agrees to loan Dave his purple low-rider in exchange for his Porsche; Emme gets advice on the latest makeup techniques and wardrobe from an authority on urban street-style;  Evan and Harvey go in search of the most fabulous Italian-made designer gang-bang wear; while Fredrico, is across town scoring the group some serious fake firepower.  

Suddenly, Evan and Harvey get a call from their client Mrs. Hasadan (Irina Maleeva), a shady woman who mistreats her dog and screams obscenities.  When she orders the design duo to transport a valuable vase to Chinatown, Harvey decides to rescue the dog from her evil abuse and names it Sugar Pie.  Meanwhile, a botched transaction at the military store leaves Fredrico and his pals with a bag of real guns and a bunch of bona fide gangsters with a bag full of faux-guns.

The group soon meets at a rendezvous point to check out each other’s outfits and pick up the low-rider.  Little do they know, they’ve been followed by not one, but four different cars – a duo of undercover police, Mrs. Hasadan’s hit-men, a group of drag queens known as the Santa Ana Annas (Alexis Arquette) who have mistaken Mrs. Hasadan’s dog for Sugar Pie, the dog of their idol Anna Nicole Smith, and Megan (Megan Cavanagh), Fredrico’s obsessed spinning student.  Chaos ensues later that night when the group heads out for the parade and runs into the gangsters looking for their guns. It’s not until Anna Nicole Smith (as herself) and her entourage surprisingly arrives on the scene that the final pieces of the puzzle are put together and the mysteries solved.  

# # #

