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THE WEATHERED UNDERGROUND



SYNOPSIS

A film like the Choose Your Own Adventure books where you choose what happens next!

· A live action feature film film where you choose what happens next with your DVD remote control. 

· Also available on ipod and iphone (mobile version). 

· Hundreds of choices. 

· Dozens of endings. 

· You can play for 4 ½ hours without getting the same plot. 

TAGLINE: Prepare to screw up someone else’s life.
SYNOPSIS: 

A young and fragile musician contemplates the meaning of life amidst a serious break up and vicious ride through the after hours mayhem IN THIS GROUNDBREAKING interactive motion picture where you choose what happens next. 

Eric (newcomer Michael Ciriaco) is 21. Heart broken. Mind on fire. ready to explode. and his ex-girlfriend (Brea Grant – Daphne from tv’s Heroes, Halloween 2) is still the center piece of his gleefully dysfunctional world.

On one dark and surreal evening, Eric stumbles into the lives of dangerous dealers and soft hearted Mormons, psychotic  pretty girls and genuine yet romantically damaged souls. Circumstance chases him in the most hilarious of ways as his wild voice rifts on the tarnished world that surrounds him.

Hollis McLachlan (The 7th Plague), David N. Donihue, Ellyse Deanna, Jennifer Salvucci and Joey Krebs also star in this hyper charged action comedy where every minute or two the movie will ask you to make a choice. And you will choose. And it will take you places that you would have never guessed. And then you will choose again and again. Prepare to screw up someone else’s life...

TECH SPECS:

Written/Directed by David N. Donihue 

Producers Doug Magallon, Greg Strom
Starring: Michael Ciriaco, Brea Grant, David N. Donihue

Hollis McLachlan, Jennifer Salvucci, Ellyse Deanna, Joey Krebs

Running Time: 270 minutes total. Each play 15 – 25 minutes
Format:  High Def

Sound: Dolby Stereo

Rating:   

Country: USA 

Language: English

Genre: Action

Trailers: Available

Website: 

www.TheWeatheredUnderground.com
www.IndicanPictures.com  
DAVID N. DONIHUE (Writer/Director/Editor/Elliot/Stella/Composer (as Punko) –

Fun Facts (about the director):

- 
Donihue grew up in Auburn Washington and was raised blocks away from   the notorious Green River Killer. 

· Donihue never attended film school and has been making movies since the age of eleven when he would break into the local video store to informally “rent” their camera on the weekends when no one was around

· His father is a pastor. His mother is a Christian Devotional Writer.

· At the age of eleven, obsessed with Choose Your Own Adventure books, Donihue vowed that one day when he grew up, he would make a film like the books that he loved

· He was known as one of Seattle’s most experimental directors and producers, doing underground film and Theater in the Northwest in his late teens and early twenties. 

· Upon moving to Los Angeles, Donihue hitch hiked to a meeting in Irvine to get the job writing and producing Parzania. The critical acclaim and awards that the film later won gave Strom Magallon Entertainment the faith they needed to green light The Weathered Underground. 

Fun Facts (about the production):

· Before the script was written, Donihue designed the decision tree, setting out to make the first FEATURE LENGTH 4 ½ hour interactive breakup saga.

· Producers Greg Strom and Doug Magallon chose to produce Donihue’s feature directorial debut after he had contacted over 1000 TV commercial production companies looking for funding

· Donihue’s first draft of the screenplay for The Weathered Underground was over 360 pages

· Donihue wrote, directed, designed the graphics and recorded the soundtrack himself

· Donihue made the picture the 4 ½ hour epic on a budget of less than $70,000. (Clerks was 30k and only 90 minutes, and that was 15 years ago!)

· Donihue shot the sequel starring Brea Grant as the central character in the same shooting schedule.  

· In total, two four and a half hour pictures were shot in one month.

· The cast and crew were mostly volunteers and interns

· Most worked 18 hour days

· Over 60% of the film was shot using live set pieces in front of a $50 green screen paper roll in a basement loft in downtown Los Angeles

· The entire soundtrack was recorded in the cheap program Garage Band, much of it consisting of sounds that Donihue would record on the subway to the producers office in Pasadena each morning. Most of the “Guitars” are actually subway noises, with the occasional conductor being used as a xylophone sound.

· Donihue was originally only scheduled to play Elliot, the drug dealer. But after an actor backed out of playing Stella, the transsexual, Donihue slapped on a wig and make up and played the role himself. 

· The program After Effects was not used in the picture. ALL graphics were done exclusively in Final Cut Pro and Photoshop. (Some FCP plugins were used, but very few)

· Donihue was nearly arrested on the first day of shooting alongside actor Michael Ciriaco when he was almost hit by a police car while shooting Ciriaco running through traffic in a sheep costume. The officer was not as charmed by the costume as Donihue and Ciriaco hoped, but let them go anyway.

· Donihue, Ciriaco and Renney were still able to shut down traffic without permits or arrests for the duration of the 32 day shoot

· Bonnie Pointer (of the Pointer Sisters) not only has a brief cameo, but recorded the track “The World That Tore Me Up” with Punko (AKA Donihue) 

· The first rudimentary experiments were done with IDVD

· To get the directing job, Donihue borrow Greg Strom and Doug Magallons camera, and with the help of two of their staff (Arturo Tejada and Timothy Hahn) shot four sample scenes staring Michael Ciriaco and Jennifer Salvucci. Of those a trailer was cut and Strom Magallon Entertainment signed Donihue to direct the 360 page script that he had written.

· There was no money and no existing technology. Doug and Greg were funneling cash they made from TV commercials into the project, so the resources were limited. No budget for locations. 

· Rather than squeeze down the story, Donihue decided to shoot much of it on green screen and set it in a very comic book world, so that it could go over the top yet still be rooted to something familiar and tangible. 

BIOS – 

David N. Donihue (Writer/Director//Editor/Composer) -  

David N. Donihue comes from the depths of Seattle Wa, where he wrote and directed numerous plays including Hey Baby Do Ya Wanna Come Back To My Place And Justify My Existance. After a series of experimental films and music videos, Donihue wrote and produced alongside director Dholakia the multiple award winning and critically acclaimed Parzania. The English language film was shot in India, landing Donihue a nomination for India’s Oscars, the filmfare award for best screenplay. 

He was the first American to be nominated for such an award.

Donihue has recently completed shooting The Weathered Underground 2, where the viewer plays Liz (Brea Grant), produced by Greg Strom and Doug Magallon. Donihue is also in pre-production for the pop comedy A BOY & HIS BRAIN.

Michael Ciriaco (Eric) – 

A new comer to the screen, but well known in the stage world, Ciriaco is considered another amazing champion to come out of the world reknowned Second City troupe. A native of New Jersey, Ciriaco moved to LA, where by chance he ended up being neighbors with Donihue. Donihue, after seeing him perform on stage casted the actor that he believes to be “a brilliant undiscovered talent I’ve always been looking for…”

Brea Grant (Liz) – 

Brea Grant is best known for playing Daphne on the TV show Heroes. She is also in Halloween 2 (being directed by Rob Zombie) and has appeared on Saturday Night Lights. Brea is a brilliant comedic actress from Austin Texas and also resumes her role as Liz in the upcoming sequel The Weathered Underground 2: Liz. In that film, the audience makes decisions for her character.

Hollis McLachlan (Rene) – 

To play the role of the meth addicted red head, Hollis McLachlan emersed her self in videos and research. He performance has been so startingly effective that many viewers have asked if she was in fact an addict. Hollis has also appeared in the cult horror film The 8th Plague.

Jennifer Salvucci  (Terri)– 

Stage favorite Jennifer Salvucci currently works heavily in NY. Her previous films include the cultish Jonathan Moon: Alien Attack. In the Weathered Underground, she brings a very realistic and rooted performance to the often cartoon picture.

Doug Magallon (Producer) - Magallon began his career as a director and  producer for all television formats, from ground breaking visual effect commercials to

award winning documentaries. In 1990 he started Strom Magallon Entertainment with Greg Strom. Magallon recently completed a complex special

effects commercial for Jeep Liberty, where the vehicle drives directly

up the Statue of Liberty, coming to rest on her shoulder. His past credits include the stylish Fred Astaire dancing vacuum cleaner ad that took super bowl Sunday by storm. 

Greg Strom (Producer) Strom directed several national television commercial campaigns, including a series of television commercials in which the legendary Fred Astaire danced with a modern day vacuum cleaner product.  The spots debuted in front of over a billion viewers during the Super Bowl. Strom, and his partner, Doug Magallon have won many international awards including 4 New York Film Festival, 5 Clio, 15 Belding, 8 Telly, 10 Addy (including Best of Show), 1 Platinum Aurora Award (Best of Show), 4 Worldfest . 3 Prism Award and numerous LA and NY Art Director Awards.

