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Black Wine
Tag Line:   Do you really know who you are sleeping next to?
SYNOPSIS:

Black Wine is a noir thriller blending classic Hitchcock with modern elements of horror.  Trevor and Ashley are young lovers with their whole lives ahead of them—a happy couple who would never suspect that 'madly in love' can turn to madness.  Trevor Taylor is a man on the rise.  He's a third year law student at the top of his class being recruited by the top firms.  Trevor decides to propose to his longtime girlfriend, Ashley. However, before he can ask the question something horrible happens that propels the lovers down a dark and twisted path, pitting them against each other and driving them to the point of no return.  

Information Highlights:

The Beginning: Anson Scoville and I met in our senior year at NYU.  We both realized we had the same passion: to create.  Upon graduation I told him about a crazy script I just finished called Black Wine.  After giving him a copy and a few weeks later, Anson and I ran each other on Fifth Avenue.  I asked him, “What did think of the script? Think I have a chance of selling it?”  Anson responded, “We’re not selling it. We’re making it!”  From there, Black Wine was born.  

Casting:  The role of Ashley in Black Wine is one of the most demanding complex roles I can think of for a girl in her young 20’s to come across the screen in a long time.  After auditioning over 250 girls, there was only one girl that we thought could play the role of Ashley.  Her name is Jennifer Marlowe.  Without her I don’t know if we would’ve even done the movie.  She went far and beyond anyone’s expectations.  As well, Anson Scoville in the role of Trevor gives off a powerful and intense performance.  

Kickoff:  Black Wine moved from paper to film media when we began principal photography in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. For three weeks our cast and crew of forty-five people worked hard in and around Bethlehem and Allentown, PA to film the movie’s interiors and selected exteriors. At the end of October, we moved to New York City for a grueling week of night shoots and capturing the remainder of the exterior locations.   

The Sound:  What became most apparent as we edited the film is the critical role of sound.  It is the fabric that can make a movie either mediocre or noteworthy.  We employed Mind Ignition, a brilliant group of sound professionals in Dayton, Ohio, who expertly synchronized the dialogue, recorded sound effects, mixed sound design, and filtered background noise. 

The Music:  Our brilliant composer, Andrew Moon Mullen, created an unbelievable score for this film.  The music sets the tone for each scene, giving it life, from the internal anguish felt by Trevor on the subway platform to the hysteria of Ashley in the apartment.  Our music supervisor successfully sought young, up-and-coming musicians and bands to contribute original songs to the soundtrack and keep it fresh. 

The World Premiere:  We had our World Premiere at the renowned Arclight theater on October 23rd  at the prestigious Hollywood Film Festival.  We sold out a theater of 431 people.  It couldn’t have gone any better - the audience was laughing, screaming, and squirming in their seats in the right places.  We also sold out the St. Louis International Film Festival a month later and we were thrilled to be selected as the Opening Film for Chicago Indiefest.
Personal Note:

The challenge to today’s true artist is to create something novel, something that has never been done before. When this is accomplished, whether it be a new school of painting, a new form of dance, a new style of music, that artist stands alone as a creator, not an emulator.

Making movies has turned into a business of emulation, rather than a process of creation. The mindset is: what has worked before will work again and will likely be profitable, as many high-grossing summer blockbusters have demonstrated.  Many films are ‘safe’ or cookie-cutter:  The good guy gets the girl and the bad guy dies.  But independent filmmakers must separate themselves from this.  Filmmaking is a lost art form and the question, “Where is the art?" is too often asked in cinema today.

My objective is to convey innovative, compelling ideas that keep the audience thinking and guessing.  I rely less on special effects and gunpowder and more on dialogue, storytelling, relationships and human psychosis.  It is my intention to make the audience think not only about the situations on screen, but also about themselves and their interactions with people every day—what would they do in Trevor’s situation?  Would they make the same decisions as Ashley?  Those who view Black Wine will experience a story brimming with uncertainty, intriguing characters, plot twists and gripping intensity—elements that I consider to be exciting aspects in both filmmaking and film viewing.

The Cast

These known actors signed on for roles:  

Donovan Patton, the host of Nickelodeon's Blue’s Clues, as the pet store owner.

Jack Gwaltney, an experienced actor from films like GI Jane, The Seige, and Casulties of War, as the cop.

Anson Scoville, producer of Black Wine, who can be seen in the films Intern, Gypsy 83 and Draft Dodging, as Trevor.

Jennifer Marlowe, seen recently in Prime, as Ashley.  
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