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Tag Line: She survived the war…but can she survive her past?

Synopsis:

A Berlin apartment in the fall of 1945 in the immediate aftermath of World War II. A young German woman named Christina (Nicki Aycox), plans to leave the war-ravaged city to begin a new life in America with her GI fiancé, Billy (Jordan Belfi). When Billy, a wartime reporter with Stars and Stripes returns from a short trip, Christina is excited but nervous to tell him some important news: after many months of wartime separation, she has finally been united with her young daughter – a child she has kept secret from Billy. But before she can tell Billy, Police Inspector Edgar Reinhardt (Stephen Lang) appears at their door – telling a very different version of the events surrounding the girl’s disappearance. 
We soon learn that none of the characters are exactly what they appear to be. Each harbors a secret. Against a backdrop of death and destruction on a monumental scale, the unrelenting Inspector is determined to find the truth behind one small crime that might have otherwise gone unnoticed.

TECH SPECS:

Written and Directed by Larry Brand

Starring: Nicki Aycox, Jordan Belfi, and Stephen Lang

Running Time: 89 minutes

Format: 1:78 High Def

Sound: Dolby Stereo

Rating: None

Country: USA

Language: English

Genre: Drama

Trailer: Available

Website: www.IndicanPictures.com and www.ChristinaTheMovie.com
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	Nicki Aycox recently starred for two seasons in the TNT police drama “Dark Blue” playing Jamie Allen opposite Dylan McDermott’s Carter Shaw.  Aycox had recurring roles on two popular TV series -- as Christina Rush on the award-winning “Cold Case” on CBS and as Meg Masters on the WB’s hit fantasy and horror series “Supernatural.” 

Recent film roles for Aycox include Lisa Matthews in Lifted, Bridget in Tom Cool, and Nora in Animals.  Aycox has also built up a cult following from her roles in The X Files: I Want to Believe, Joy Ride 2: Dead Ahead, and Jeepers Creepers II, where she played tough young heroine Minxie Hayes.

Aycox played Halle Berry’s best friend Grace in Perfect Stranger and she will soon be seen in the action thriller Ticking Clock, starring Cuba Gooding, Jr
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	Jordan Belfi has appeared on HBO’s “Entourage” for the past six years as super agent Adam Davies, Ari Gold’s nemesis, (played by Jeremy Piven).  His most recent film is the ensemble drama Bedrooms, also starring Julie Benz, Xander Berkeley, Moon Bloodgood, Barry Bostwick, and Sarah Clarke.

Belfi also appeared in the sci-fi thriller Surrogates, starring Bruce Willis, and in the action thriller Mexican Sunrise, starring Armand Assante.

A frequent guest star on network TV, Belfi has appeared on “Ghost Whisperer,” “CSI: Miami,” “Without a Trace,” and “Close to Home.”  He played the villainous Josh Lindsay opposite Alex O’Loughlin on the CBS vampire series Moonlight, also starring Sophia Myles.
Stephen Lang starred as Colonel Miles Quaritch in James Cameron’s blockbuster mega-hit Avatar.  A long time supporter of independent films, while Lang was filming Avatar, he took time out to appear as Inspector Reinhardt in Christina.  Other recent films for Lang include White Irish Drinkers, The Men Who Stare at Goats, and Public Enemies, where he played Charles Winstead, the Texas Ranger who shot John Dillinger, played by Johnny Depp.

A stage actor of great recognition, Lang has shaped a formidable career on and off the stage in the United States and abroad. Broadway roles include a Tony-nominated performance as a homeless man in “The Speed of Darkness,” Hap Loman in the Dustin Hoffman revival of “Death of a Salesman,” Colonel Jessep in “A Few Good Men,” and a thief alongside Quentin Tarantino and Marisa Tomei in “Wait Until Dark.”

Lang is currently starring with Jason O’Mara in Fox's high-profile prehistoric drama series Terra Nova executive produced by Steven Spielberg, and the big budget action adventure film Conan with Jason Momoa, Ron Perlman and Rose McGowan.
Larry Brand is an award-winning writer/director whose first job in the industry was as driver and production assistant to the legendary Orson Welles.  Brand went on to write, direct and co-star in his own films under the banner of famous independent producer/director, Roger Corman. 

Brand’s films range from critically-acclaimed indies such as The Drifter, Paranoia and Christina, to studio productions such as Hard Luck starring Wesley Snipes, and the wide release Halloween:  Resurrection starring Jamie Lee Curtis.

Recent awards for Brand include “Best Director” and “Best Film” at the 2010 Buffalo-Niagara Film Festival, “Outstanding Achievement in Filmmaking” at the 2010 Newport Beach Film Festival, and “Outstanding Achievement in Writing” at VisionFestX in New York City, June 2010, all for Christina.



Director’s Statement

By Larry Brand

Years ago, when I first heard the story of a German woman and the mystery surrounding the disappearance of her young daughter, I thought it offered a unique perspective on the moral dimension of war and the dehumanizing forces that leave no one untouched. What I found most intriguing was the possibility of making a war movie that takes place in peacetime, a holocaust movie that never explicitly mentions the plight of European Jewry.

Rather than deal with overt questions of guilt and redemption, CHRISTINA attempts to enter history through the actions of its participants. We find our three characters at a pivotal point in their trajectories, as they attempt to escape their past through constantly evolving narratives, shedding layer upon layer of self-deception until all that’s left is bleak truth.
By examining the brutal choices Christina feels compelled to make, the film rethinks the tragedy of war by focusing on the intimate rather than the global, the personal rather than the political. Universal guilt is seen not as the monstrous crimes of a few, but the accumulated small crimes of the many, and individual acts are viewed under the lens of inescapable responsibility: the responsibility of a mother to her child, a policeman to his duty, a journalist to the truth.
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Michael Moore Rolls Out Red Carpet

Executive Producers Jim Carpenter and Rebecca Reynolds join director Larry Brand and cast members, Nicki Aycox, Stephen Lang and Jordan Belfi, outside Traverse City's State Theatre after back-to-back Premiere screenings of Christina on Sunday July 18th.  "The six p.m. show was a sell-out," says Carpenter, "so they added a nine PM show, which sold about four hundred additional tickets."  Traverse City Film Festival founder and award-winning director, Michael Moore, introduced the producers, director and cast members to the audience before the first show, and then Moore introduced the film.  After each show, the director and actors participated in a Q&A with the audience led by State Theatre's David Poinsett.
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Christina NYC Premiere at VisionFest X Wins Two Awards

The WWII drama CHRISTINA picked up awards for its writer/director, Larry Brand, and lead actor, Stephen Lang (recently seen in the blockbuster megahit, AVATAR) at the closing ceremonies for VisionFest X at Tribeca Cinemas in NYC on June, 2010. 

When announcing the awards, VisionFest Founder/Executive Director, Bruno Derlin, compared Stephen Lang’s performance in Christina to Christoph Waltz’s Oscar-winning performance in INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS. “The elegance, style, and sheer magnetism of this gentleman is just one of many great assets of the film, and his acting literally transcends categorizing.”

Derlin went on to praise Brand’s screenplay, “The language is interpreted with poetic flair. The story is as intimate as it is epic in scope.” The festival’s press coverage added to that praise. “Larry Brand is a prolific writer-director whose many screenplays, including HALLOWEEN RESURRECTION, have been turned into major Hollywood studio productions.  Brand, who loves to work within the realm of indie filmmaking, also boasts the distinction of being the first filmmaker to be featured in VisionFest’s maiden 5x5 journey, back in 2003, when his digital short, THE JESTER’S BELL, kicked off what would become one of the film festival’s most prestigious initiatives.  His new film, CHRISTINA, has already won awards at numerous film festivals and features three powerhouse performances by Nicki Aycox (DARK BLUE), Jordan Belfi (ENTOURAGE), and Stephen Lang (AVATAR and the upcoming CONAN).”

VisionFest co-founder, Mark Doyle, described the film as “one of the best looking projects I’ve seen this year utilizing the popular RED ONE camera for image acquisition, and possibly director Larry Brand’s most intimate work to date.” 
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Hollywood-DI's colorst and warkfiow gury,
Aaron peak, designed a customized
production and post workflow after
discussing the alternatives with the
producers. *Our ‘collaborative post’
approach means that RED filmmakers can
Shoot in ak, edit in ProRes 422 and finish in
3k, 2K or HD formats. Christina’ was laid
back to a HDCAM-SR digital master. HD
and SO downconverts and DVDs can easily
be prepared at any stage,” says Peak. "We
provide the fimmakers with exactly what
they want. Image quaity is never
sacrificed. And f the producers ever want a
fim-out for distrbution purposes, we can
easiy get back to the .r3d fles and export
out 2k graded DPX files.”

I
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Hollywood-DI's goal s to help independent
fimmakers ‘get the most from post’. The
RED ONE digital cinema camera in
‘combination with Apple’s Final Cut Studio
and the collaborative post” approach is a
powerful and radical force in the
development of fimmaking. “The
collaborative finishing approach developed
tHDI to handle RED footage is efficent,
elegant and inspiring,” says producer
Scheide. "It alows fimmakers to mix and
match different levels of service depending
n the skill-set, resaurces and time
constraints of the production team. The
real beauty of the Apple based workflow is
that it allows us to retan creative control
over much of the fimmaking process.

Apple’s extensive hardware and software
range also allow filmmakers a wide choice
of tools and applications to make their
movie in the most cost-effective way.
Producers and editars can mix and match
applcations and transfer skills from one
fange to the next. Scheide, already skiled
with Apple’s Movie and Final Cut Express.
was quiekly able to transfer those skils to
Final Cut Pro. “I'm not a professional editor
but 1 was able to quickly master the 'Log
and Transfer’ function in FCP and use it to
handle the transcoding of the dallies in a
timely fashion’, says Scheide.

Van Gostrum really enjoyed shooting with
the RED ONE camera. "1 approached It very
mich as | would a standard film camera
We ran some tests on ASA ratings and It it
exactly as T would a film camera set to 320
ASA - we measured distances and adjusted
lighting and exposure accordingly. Working
with HI beore e began production
meant we were able to implement a very
effcien image pipeline from the set all the
way through editorial and into color
correction. The notion of getting pre-post
advice from professional finishing faclity is
something all indie productions should
consider before starting principal
photography.

Hollywood:DI's ‘collaborative post’
approach is the post-production pipeline for
RED fimmakers laoking to gain maximum
valle out of their post budgets. Hallywood-
DI's custamer care and attention to detail
provides a safe home for RED fimmakers.
Cinematographer, Van Oostrum, sums up
his experience at Hollywood-DI by saying,
Producers, directors and 0P wil find &
collaborative and professional environment
at Hollywood-DI and will be assisted at
every level to assure the best outcome for
their story and imagery. They care about
their clients and their needs. HDI has truly
harnessed the power of Apple’s and RED's
technology in the service of the fimmaker.
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Cast Bios

Nicki Aycox, Christina Vogel 
co-stars in Jerry Bruckheimer’s TV police drama “Dark Blue” on TNT.  Playing opposite Dylan McDermott, Aycox appears as Jaimie, a member of an elite undercover team of police officers led by McDermott. Recently, Aycox completed filming the indie drama “Lifter” with country star Trace Adkins.  She appeared in the 20th Century Fox releases “X-Files: I Want to Believe” and “Joyride: End of the Road.” Also on the big screen, Aycox played the pivotal role of Grace, Halle Berry’s childhood friend, in the thriller “Perfect Stranger.”  Recurring on the WB’s hit show “Supernatural,” Aycox played the murderous demon, Meg Masters. For the 2005-2006 TV season, she appeared as a regular on the FX Iraq War drama “Over There,” playing Private Brenda Mitchell, a feisty unit member whose hardness masks a life of suffered abuse. In Victor Salva’s hit genre sequel, “Jeepers Creepers 2,” Aycox played a cheerleader who is terrorized by a winged creature on a bus ride home from a basketball game.   
Jordan Belfi, Billy Calvert
recently appered in Touchstone Pictures’ sci-fi thriller, “Surrogates” with Bruce Willis and in the feature drama “Bedrooms.” Other films for Belfi include the crime thriller “Catch .44,” now in pre-production, and the action thriller “Mexican Sunrise.” Belfi has starred and co-starred in numerous TV series, including HBO’s hit show “Entourage,” where he recurs as super agent Adam Davies, arch rival and nemesis of Ari Gold (Jeremy Piven). Other recent TV appearances include “Ghost Whispereer,” “Without a Trace,” “Justice,” “Close to Home,” “Smallville,” “Gilmore Girls,” “American Dreams,” and “Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” He also played prosecutor Josh Lindsey, opposite Alex O’Loughlin and Sophia Myles, in CBS’s popular vampire series, “Moonlight,” winner of the People’s Choice Award for Favorite New TV Drama in 2008.

Stephen Lang, Inspector Edgar Reinhardt
stars as Colonel Miles Quaritch in James Camerson’s award-winning 3-D film “Avatar.”  Current projects for Lang include “Conan” and “Matadors,” plus the recently-completed “White Irish Drinkers.”  Lang also appeared in Michael Mann’s crime drama “Public Enemies,” co-starring with Johnny Depp, and “The Men Who Stare at Goats,” with George Clooney. A stage actor of great recognition, Lang has shaped a formidable career in the United States and abroad.  Broadway roles include his Tony-nominated performance in “The Speed of Darkness,” Happy in the Dustin Hoffman revival of “Death of a Salesman,” Colonel Jessep in “A Few Good Men,” and his own play “Beyond Glory,” for which he received a Helen Hayes nomination. TV and film credits include the title role in “Babe Ruth,” Stonewall Jackson in “Gods and Generals,” “Last Exit to Brooklyn,” “Tombstone,” “Gettysburg,” Michael Mann’s hit TV show “Crime Story,” and the NBC revival of “The Fugitive.”  Lang has been nominated for and has won numerous awards including the Grace Prize, Outer Critics Circle, Drama Desk, Helen Hayes, and Tony awards.   

Director’s Bio

Larry Brand
Larry Brand was born in Manhattan, New York, and grew up in Queens. Brand attended Forest Hills High School and City College of New York, where he received a Bachelor of Science in Psychology.  After moving to Los Angeles, Brand’s first job in the film industry was as driver and production assistant to Orson Welles.  He went on to make several feature films for legendary indie producer Roger Corman, including THE DRIFTER, which he wrote, directed, and co-starred in with Kim Delaney and Timothy Bottoms.  As a writer, his films include the horror sequel HALLOWEEN RESURRECTION, starring Jamie Lee Curtis, Busta Rhymes and Sean Patrick Thomas; HARD LUCK, a neo-noir thriller starring Wesley Snipes, Cybill Shepherd, and Mario Van Peebles; and MEN ARE DOGS, a romantic drama set in Amsterdam, starring Jeanne Tripplehorn and Liev Schreiber, and directed by CHRISTINA producer Kees Van Oostrum.  At present, Brand is shooting his second project for 8180 Films, a feature-length documentary on atheism in America.

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY

THE DRIFTER (1988, 89 min. Feature)

MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH (1989, 85 min. Feature)

OVEREXPOSED (1990, 80 min. Feature)

TILL THE END OF THE NIGHT (1994, 90 min. Feature)

PARANOIA (1998, 91 min. Feature) Winner, Best Feature Film, Atlantic City Film Festival; Best Editing, Williamsburg Film Festival.

THE BASEMENT (2002, 75 min. Feature) Winner Best Feature Film – Family Drama, New York International Film & Video Festival

Cinematographer’s Bio

Kees Van Oostrum, ASC
Kees Van Oostrum, ASC, was born and raised in Amsterdam. Van Oostrum went on to study at the Dutch Film Academy with an emphasis on both directing and cinematography. He earned a scholarship sponsored by the Dutch government that enabled him to enroll at the American Film Institute (AFI). That experience broadened his perspective. After graduating from AFI, Van Oostrum has subsequently compiled an eclectic range of some 60 credits, including movies for television and the cinema, and occasional documentaries. He shot the Emmy-winning documentary, THE LAST CHANCE, and earned additional Emmy nominations for the telefilms, MISS ROSE WHITE and RETURN TO LONESOME DOVE. His peers chose the latter for the 1994 ASC Outstanding Achievement Award for cinematography in a television movie.

Van Oostrum has earned other ASC Award nominations for the television films, THE BURDEN OF PROOF, MEDUSA’S CHILD and SPARTACUS. His diverse body of work includes the history-based feature films GETTYSBURG and GODS AND GENERALS.
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