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Overview

Outrageous and droll, and marked by an appreciation for the way aspiring musicians live and scrounge,

“Down and Out With the Dolls” is an underground comic book come to life. Featuring numerous cameos by real-life rockers, including Lemmy Kilmister (Motorhead), Janice Tanaka (L7), Inger Lorre (ex-Nymphs) and Coyote Shivers, this film is a hilarious depiction of the struggles musicians face while dealing with today’s music industry.

For more information about ‘Down and Out with the Dolls,’ please visit the film’s media section at www.dolls-themovie.com.  To access, use the username: press and password: guitar.

Synopsis

‘Down and out with the Dolls’ is a raunchy, wry and in-your-face tale of the fast rise and fall of an all-girl, four-piece Portland rock band, THE PAPER DOLLS. Working day jobs while dreaming of success, aspiring young rockers Kali, Lavender and Reggie get the jump start they need when local legend Fauna, singer for the seminal (if utterly obscure) Goth band The Snogs, joins them as lead singer.
Ousted from her home and her band by her erratic, Eurotrash boyfriend Paulo, Fauna has been thrust back to square one. Street-wise and opportunistic, she stumbles upon the other girls, recognizing their usefulness as a ready-made and pliable supporting band with which to launch her umpteenth campaign for stardom.

It doesn’t hurt that guitarist Kali recently rekindled a childhood friendship with Levi, lead singer of THE

SUICIDE BOMBERS, a hometown band on the fast track to being acquired by local indie label Pop Up

Records. Realizing that the Levi connection could prove decisive, scheming Fauna takes star-struck Kali under her wing. What better way to seize control of the band? Initially, all goes to plan. With the help of Levi, The Paper Dolls land a deal with Pop Up Records, with plans to segue into conglomerate label Sumi, whose purchase of Pop Up ensures ownership of their entire catalogue, including The Paper Dolls. After years of struggle and frustration, Fauna is poised to enjoy the “breakthrough” she has always coveted. In fact, the future looks rosy for all four Paper Dolls. Now all the girls need to do is save money. The band decides to move into “The Dollhouse” together while honing their songwriting skills. But pressures of cohabitation quickly take their toll. 

Kali’s growing resentment of the commercial direction in which Fauna is leading the band begins chipping away at their friendship. Still in her teens, and driven to write music by an earnest need for self-expression, Kali bridles at handing over her heartfelt songs to Fauna, only to have them revamped into vapid, radio-friendly pop nuggets. It also doesn’t help that Fauna has caught the eye of Levi, and poses a direct threat to Kali’s plans to be with him. Bassist Lavender is also frustrated. She has put her relationship with long time boyfriend Clark on hold so as to fully commit to the band. Previously, she and Clark were running an indie record store, and intending to set up house together. Now, with Clark growing increasingly distant and jealous (he’s a frustrated musician himself), Lavender is beginning to weigh the cost of success. She also senses the battle brewing between Fauna and Kali for the affections of Levi, and is concerned that her friend Kali, so innocent and sensitive, will

be the big loser. Drummer Reggie doesn’t know it, but she has a looming problem of her own. Her proclivity for casually seducing and then discarding female fans has seriously angered one of her conquests, Heather. Mistaking Reggie’s casual hedonism for the sort of “find ‘em, f**k ‘em, forget ‘em” treatment one would receive at the hands of a male rock star, Heather feels used and jilted.

Seeking revenge, she has enlisted the help of Mulder, Reggie’s long-suffering boyfriend-cum-lackey. The good-natured Mulder has no vindictive feelings toward Reggie—on the contrary, he idolizes her—but as Reggie rarely sleeps with him, the sex-starved Mulder is quickly, if reluctantly, seduced by Heather into aiding her in a scheme to humiliate the sexually amoral drummer.

All comes to a head during a two-day raver at the Doll House. The party, intended as the band’s glorious coming-out, degenerates into a debauch marred by drunken recrimination and mudslinging. The next morning, a body is found…someone is dead…and the Dolls’ world is forever changed.
Kurt Voss: Writer & Director

Kurt began writing and directing movies immediately upon graduating from UCLA Film School. The first,

“Border Radio” he co-wrote and directed with schoolmate Allison Anders. Made for a mere $50,000, the

theatrical release received such accolades as “One of the best movies ever made about the world of rock music” (LA Times). Voss next directed “Horseplayer” from a script he co-authored. “Horseplayer” premiered at the Sundance Film Festival and garnered the Best Actor Award at the Taormina Festival. The Boston Globe called it “One of the best independents this year”. Voss next wrote and directed the comedy/drama “Genuine Risk”, a theatrical release starring Peter Berg and Terrence Stamp, and shortly thereafter teamed with director Carl Colpaert to write “Delusion” which the Daily News found “Striking, and refreshingly feminist.” Next, Voss teamed with director Marc Rocco to script “Where the Day Takes You” a New Line Pictures release starring Will Smith, Dermot Mulroney and Christian

Slater. After writing the HBO-premiered “Dangerous Touch” for actor-director Lou Diamond Phillips, Voss directed his own script for the romantic actioner “Baja”, which starred Molly Ringwald and Lance Henriksen. Then, in quick succession, he directed the films “Amnesia”, a black comedy with Ally Sheedy and John Savage (“Smart and funny,”-TV Guide); “Poison Ivy: The New Education”, the third installment in New Line’s franchise and the best selling straight-to-video title of the year; and the HBO-debuted “Below Utopia”, a thriller featuring Alyssa Milano and Ice T. 

Voss completed this cycle of intense productivity with “The Pass”, which he directed from his own script and which starred William Forsythe and Elizabeth Pena. 1999 proved a year of “back to basics” for Voss, as he reunited with Allison Anders to co-write and co-direct “Sugar Town,” a quirky comedy about the Los Angeles music business starring Rosanna Arquette, Ally Sheedy and Beverly D’Angelo. “Sugar Town,” which debuted at the Sundance Film Festival as the “Centerpiece Premiere,” was released theatrically by USA Films and garnered two IFP Spirit Award nominations, including one for best film. 1999 also found Voss directing “The Heist,” an actioner starring Richmond Arquette, Luke Perry and Ice T. Kurt Voss more recently co-authored the screenplay for “Things Behind the Sun,” which Allison Anders directed in Cocoa Beach, Florida.
DD Cheriel: Story/Associate Producer/Production Designer

A native of Portand, Oregon, DD Cheriel has found creative expression for herself as a gifted musician, writer and fine artist. Cheriel began playing in bands in 1988. Her first band, Out of Order, was formed with Gilly Hanner, pioneer of the all-girl grunge rock movement with her band Calamity Jane, and Kathy Wilson, later a founding member of riot-girl band Bikini Kill. Cheriel later enrolled in the University of Oregon where she received a degree in International Studies with a minor in Spanish and Fine Art. While attending the University of Oregon, Cheriel formed the three-piece, powerful girl-rock combo, Adickdid, with Kaia Wilson on guitar and vocals and Sarah Bellum on bass. They pressed their All American Girl 7 single, and their own full length LP, Dismantle, while touring and opening for bands like Hole and Fugazi. In 1993, Cheriel relocated to Seattle to play alongside Leslie Hardy (Hole, Murder City Devils) and Dale Balenseifen (Kill Sybil) in the band Juned. Their first single, So White, appeared on the Up/Sub Pop label. In 1994, also in Seattle, Cheriel formed The Teen Angels with the infamous Kelly Canary of the early 90s girl rock band Dickless. The Teen Angels put out the singles Jesus Is On My Side and The Early Years on Scooch Pooch Records. Cheriel has had 14 solo performances in cities across the Pacific Northwest since 1991. Her most recent band, The Deedees, has released two CDs, and has made two music videos. In the arena of visual arts, Cheriel has had two art shows in Los Angeles, including one at the Artspace gallery in Venice. Her comic-styled, figurative works won awards at Los Angeles’ Gallery 825. 

In late February, 2003 Cheriel exhibited her skater-influenced, tag-styled, cartooned paintings on wood at the HQ Gallery with the Artfront group. Down & Out with the Dolls is inspired by some of Cheriel’s own experiences.

Zoë Poledouris: Fauna / Music Composer

Named by Filmmaker Magazine as one of the “25 New Faces in Filmmaking”, Zoë Poledouris is rapidly

making a name for herself in the film world as a fresh, versatile actor with a striking screen presence.

With leading roles in two feature films, Zoë is adding to the creative repertoire she has been building since childhood, when she had her first on-screen credit: as a film composer for a melody in Conan The Barbarian, thus becoming one of the youngest members of BMI. Her musical talent is clearly inherited from her father, veteran film composer Basil Poledouris, who has collaborated professionally with his eldest daughter on a number of compositions, including John Waters’ recent film Cecil B. Demented.
Zoë was recently seen in front of the camera in the lead role in Robert Saitzyk’s White of Winter, portraying Rachel, a young woman in search of a lost child that may exist only in her own mind. The film, for which Zoë also created the original score, was an official selection of the 2003 Sundance Film Festival and screened in the American Spectrum.

Returning to a milieu familiar to her as a musician and singer, Zoë stars in the new Kurt Voss film, Down & Out with the Dolls. Shot on location in Portland, Oregon, the film offers a hilariously authentic look at the rise and fall of an all-girl rock band, with Zoë playing Fauna, the lead singer and resident diva. Voss, who frequently collaborates with filmmaker Allison Anders, cast actual musicians in the other roles as well, with Zoë reprising her role as film composer and writer of the songs performed by the on-screen band. Zoë’s ability to don various personas has no doubt been honed by her real-life experiences as a lead singer in various bands, including the all-girl punk band Table Grade, and other groups such as Doppler and Bombshell. Although she has made a number of appearances on screen in music videos for the likes of The Smashing Pumpkins and a cameo as a singer performing her own songs in Paul Verhoeven’s Starship Troopers, the opportunities now coming her way to act in feature films provide the ideal showcase for Zoë to display her creativity front and center.
Kinnie Starr: Reggie

Kinnie Starr was not being groomed for stardom as a toddler or teen. There were no talent shows, no girl groups, and certainly no record contracts by age 16.... no, as a child Kinnie Starr was being raised to think for herself. In 1991, Starr began writing songs and teaching herself guitar, yet years earlier, she had fallen in love with her brother's drum kit. She later formed BKLounge (an ode to 'de la soul is dead'), her first fledgling band, in Victoria, BC, but local success encouraged Starr to take her visual and musical skills to the nearest urban center; Vancouver, BC. Her writing began leaning hard on the poetry and hip-hop side. Though the hip-hop and spoken word scene was not nearly as developed as the nuyorican east coast scene, Starr began performing as a solo act regularly. She is "... an artist with vision and something really important to say... [she is] hypnotic and entrancing, with serious rhyming skills, boundless amounts of creativity, intellect, originality and powerful poetry." (rock 'n roll reporter, Philadelphia).

In 1996 Starr released her debut CD, 'Tidy...'. The success of the release led to Starr’s signing with Mercury Records. After signing with Mercury, Starr recorded 'Mending' while touring England, Germany, Canada, NYC, San Francisco, Washington and LA. Meanwhile, Mercury was merging into Universal/Island/Defjam. The new infrastructure was in a precarious state of transition and the label was in no position to develop a trilingual artist. Neither black nor white, not hip-hop or folk or rock, Kinnie had made a trilingual, genre-defying album that Island/Defjam simply did not get. Frustrated by the company's ever-hesitant climate, Starr asked to be released from her contract and the label obliged. Starr later released her second CD, 'Tune-Up', which landed her record contracts in Japan, and later, Australia. ‘Sun Again’, Starr's third CD and first all-English album, was released in March, 2003. 

Melody Moore: Lavender

Melody Moore is a multi-talented performer, having extensive experience as both an actress and singer

songwriter. A native of Spokane, Washington, she has been acting since she was 8 years old, and writing music since she was 14. Her theater career moved steadily upward from school plays and community theater to professional. At 16, she became a company member of the prestigious Couer- D’Alene Summer Theater. There, she performed in “The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas,” “Paint Yer Wagon,” and “South Pacific.” At 17, she left home and moved Seattle, Washington where she continued to study acting and write music while she finished high school. After graduating almost a year early, she began pursuing a career in film. She landed the lead role in Eric Ristau’s action packed apocalyptic thriller, “Y2K.” As well as staring in the film, her popular song, “Puddle,” is featured in the soundtrack. The film is available in many video stores or through indie distributor Spectrum Films at www.spectrumfilms.com. A year later, she was paired with Ristau again in the suspenseful drama, “Kidnapped.” Ristau worked with the actors to create the most realistic depiction possible, encouraging improvisation and pushing Moore past her previous limits. Kidnapped is currently in negotiation for distribution. 

Moore then began a year of study at Freehold Theater lab under Richard Brestoff and Jessica Marlowe-Goldstein. She studied Meisner technique intensely for over a year, starred as Rizzo in a production of “Grease,” and hosted “The Noise,” a TV pilot for WB Seattle. In her spare time, she played her original music in area coffee shops. Moore has recently returned from backpacking through Thailand, Nepal, India, and parts of Europe. She played her music throughout her travels, including performances at Borderlands, a resort in northern Nepal only 13 miles from the Tibetan border.

Moore is currently fine tuning 14 soulful rock melodies for her debut album, “Taken.”

Nicole (Barrett) Sangsuree: Kali

Although the character of Kali is quite familiar with the punk rock world, singer/songwriter Nicole (Barrett) Sangsuree is much more accustomed to the folk scene. A native of Portland, she picked up a guitar at the age of 12 and has been composing songs ever since. Along with music she has been very involved with theatre, performing and directing plays at the University of Oregon and in her community. Now, at 22, her favorite pastimes include singing with her friends in her living room and finding musical ways to connect her two school majors, Theatre Arts and Women's Studies.

Nicole started her performance career by participating in high school plays and open mikes, but now she plays solo shows at venues in the Pacific NW down to San Francisco. She has composed the score for multiple plays, her latest being a production of Shakespeare's AS YOU LIKE IT, and was chosen to be part of Portland's NW MUSICFEST 2002. She has also found herself opening for a variety of bands including Styx (It's not a joke!), Solas, the B-Side Players and Toshi Reagon.

Currently, she lives in Eugene, Oregon awaiting Graduation, and can always be found at local activist events or venues playing bluesy-folk music and promoting her first CD, MADNESS AND SERENITY. With vocal experience ranging from gospel to classical, Nicole never fails to leave her audiences feeling energized and uplifted with her powerful voice and presence. Down and Out with the Dolls marks her film debut.

Lemmy Kilmister: Joe
Lemmy is best known as bassist/singer for legendary speed metal band Motorhead. With their powerful, in-your-face music, Motorhead has been entertaining rock audiences since the mid seventies. In 1977, the band released their self-titled debut, immediately building a base for their unconventional, raw and dirty sound. The album, “Overkill,” prompted a tour all over England, and the band landed in jail after some playful destruction at a Finnish festival. Lemmy co-wrote a song, “Can’t Catch Me” with Lita Ford for her album, Lita in 1988. Other highlights include stints on the Monsters of Rock tours and a gig with the Ramones.

Coyote Shivers: Levi

Born Francis Coyote Shivers in Toronto, Canada, where as a teenager he produced the first Shadowy Men On a Shadowy Planet single, of which the b-side became the theme to the hit TV show "The Kids in the Hall". Coyote went on to produce their next two albums before handing the dials over to producer Steve Albini (Nirvana, etc.). Coyote Shivers played guitar in the instrumental rock band Sharkskin (eventually releasing three EPs, and the Greatest Hits CD compilation) before moving to Los Angeles with famed record producer Daniel Lanois (U2, Bob Dylan, etc.), who later would produce Coyote's Sugar High for the “Empire Records” soundtrack. He then packed up and moved to Amsterdam, where he bought a boat and lived in the canals until fate brought our hero to New York City to play guitar for The Conspiracy, who went down in rock history as the first non-soviet band signed to the soviet state-run record label Melodiya, just after the fall of the Berlin wall. Soon after The Conspiracy split, Coyote appeared in the film "Johnny Mnemonic" with Keanu Reeves, ICE-T, and Henry Rollins, and then went on to star in "Empire Records" with Rene Zellweger, Liv Tyler, and Ethan Embry. (You can also see Coyote in a cameo appearance in the soon-to-be-released "Smut"). Returning to New York City, he enlisted Billy Ficca on drums (Richard Hell and The Neon Boys' drummer, not to mention a member of the seminal New York band Television). Jack Pedler eventually took over on drums, and along with Dagon Spector on bass, Coyote released his first solo album (the self titled Coyote Shivers),

critically acclaimed by a diverse spectrum of media, ranging from Billboard Magazine to Screw Magazine, and from Sassy to High Times.

After a stint as the opening act on the Kiss re-union tour, Coyote began writing songs for his forthcoming second album, releasing limited edition CD singles and the 5-song CD 1/2 a Rock & Roll Record, spending most of his time between Hollywood and New York City.
Brendan O’Hara: Mulder

Brendan O'Hara (Mulder) tells stories. Since acting in Down & Out with the Dolls he's been writing music, publishing poems and short stories, working on a script, and gratifying this "acting bug." There is no doubt, he aims to give people something to talk about, something to watch, something to feel. After a two year stint in Los Angeles "Mulder" recently moved to New York City, to be more Rockstar and less Roadie. Shrugging off the bs of Burger Commercials and WB bastardization, he traveled back to the East Coast to be in the mix, more connected with today, rather than Hollywood's tomorrow. Playing both piano and guitar while singing all originals at venues around the city, Brendan is spreading his word on positivity (and earning a few free drinks along the way). Brendan has called many places his home, but whether in Seattle or Southern Florida he is most at peace on stage. Down & Out WithThe Dolls is Brendan's feature film debut which suits this story well.

Indicative of his own desire to maintain artistic integrity, while making it mainstream enough to support himself, Down & Out with the Dolls, and its raunchy real reflection on the performer’s life, plays out all too perfectly. In Los Angeles, Miami, Seattle, New York, Jersey, and the ‘burbs Brendan has one goal: To make soul ever-present and allow that soul to seethe with urgency. Those that have seen Brendan on piano and guitar, singing his ass off, are instantly involved with his Hip-hop-Theatrically-Classic-Blues-Jazzy-Folk- blend. It seems more appropriate to call him skippy the hick-hop hippie, than call his music any-one thing. His solo album, Stranger than Usual, can be ordered directly, and heard on the internet. Brendan attended Seattle University studying Humanities until Kurt Voss gave him the chance to make Down & Out with the Dolls. The sun is still rising, at age 21, he's been in bands, musicals, and even directed a few plays. The acting, singing, songwriter wants his words to be heard, but won't hesitate to belt you with them when he has the chance, and to do it with passion. Brendan aims to create "real things": to play mixed drink music for people with Real attention spans, to write wickedly crafted tales, to work characters of quality, and to triumph. His influences (and to whom he gives his thanks) are: His cousin Ryan, The Roots, James Taylor, The Doors, The Black Eyed Peas, Jack Black(and his trusty sidekick), Dancing, Drums, Miles Davis, Michael Jackson, Jeff Strutz, Franz List, Tom Robbins, Albert Camus, Ms. Linda, Dr. Fisher, the Dictionary, Women, Men, the courageous, the cowards, calluses, Kinnie, Kurt, Jim, Mary Jo, Caite, Casey, and little kids.

Whyte House Productions: Producers

Whyte House Productions is an independent film, television & multimedia company specializing in products that speak to alternative youth. Understanding the attitudes & values implicit to this highly influential market, Whyte House strives to create authentic entertainment that captures a fusion of contemporary lifestyles, music and fashion. Down & Out with the Dolls is Whyte House Production’s most recent feature. The company’s credits also include action/thriller The Heist starring Luke Perry and Ice-T, cult subculture must-see’s AKA: Girl Skater, Canvas and Tic Tac 2 Heelflip, as well as action sports blockbusters Opinion and Globe World Cup Skateboarding. Launched in 1998, Whyte House Productions has established itself as an independent feature film producer.

Whyte House is also the exclusive supplier of television, video & multimedia services to one of the world's premiere youth culture companies - Globe International. Formed in 1985, Globe International is entrenched in the worldwide manufacturing, distribution & marketing of alternative fashion footwear, clothing and action sports hardware. 

The multinational boasts a raft of world-renowned proprietary brands including Mooks,

Globe Shoes & World Industries, in addition to major youth culture events like the Globe World Cup of

Skateboarding and World War III.

Whyte House Productions also excels in the design and development of world-class websites, DVDs & CD-ROMs for international fashion brands including Mooks, M-One-11, Globe and Gallaz.

With established development, production, distribution & marketing teams, Whyte House enjoys an expanding stable of slated feature film, television, DVD and video releases. Given the company’s extensive filmmaking experience in addition to its unique expertise in youth markets, action sports & journalism, Whyte House Productions can legitimately claim to be a leading player in the critical and rapidly expanding field of alternative youth entertainment.
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