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	STORY

	
	South Central LA. Friendships are challenged, beliefs are questioned and responsibilities are revaluated as the youth of Falling Away struggle to come to terms with a devastating event that alters the course of their futures.



	
	SHORT SYNOPSIS

Set in South Central Los Angeles, Elijah (Jason Finn), Emily (Jennifer Freeman) and Julius (D’Angelo Wilson) all live on Falling Away, a community striving to give their children a shot at a better life amidst the harrowing challenges of the unpredictable neighborhood. Their future away from this street are planned until a devastating event during a solar eclipse disrupts their world and leaves the young people reeling. They struggle to pick up the pieces of their lives questioning their beliefs, friendships and responsibilities at they cross the threshold into adulthood.
Filmed on location in South Central, Falling Away is a poignant, unique and thoughtful coming of age drama about growing up in the suffocating inner city and trying to make the right choices. It is a compassionate and hopeful story inviting the audience to look at the human side beyond the violence of the inner city.
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	LONG SYNOPSIS

	
	Falling Away, a South Central Los Angeles neighborhood, where the community strives to give their children a shot at a better life amidst the harrowing challenges of the urban jungle. 

17-year-old Elijah (Jason Finn) tries to keep his focus on getting out of the area through hard work and determination but his commitment to his friends creates a compelling force in the opposite direction. Elijah is enchanted but cautious of the new arrival to the street, Emily (Jennifer Freeman), who has just moved from the south to live with her father, Christopher (Tony Todd), an ex-gang member struggling to lead a decent life. Emily is a quiet girl who has a hard time adapting to her new neighborhood and often wonders who is the caretaker in her house. Julius (D’Angelo Wilson) is Elijah’s best friend and the local basketball phenomenon. Pushed hard by his father (Kenny Anderson), Julius lives a carefree life, knowing basketball is his ticket out of the hood.

But, everything changes one fateful morning when Elijah and Emily skip school to see a solar eclipse. With the vanishing sun, the neighborhood is plunged into darkness and from amidst the screaming phones, the neighborhood learns of a fateful bus accident. One youth is killed and several others injured, including Julius.  

The accident creates different paths for each of the students. With his hopes for a basketball careered dashed, Julius looks for respect and his future in new group of friends. Loyalty to his friend draws Elijah to follow Julius, despite the circumstances and what it may mean to his own future. Emily struggles to support her father in his quest for redemption but draws further away as she watches him slide beneath an avalanche of responsibility, guilt and resentment. As their attempts to better their lives unravel, all are plagued with similar questions about right and wrong and they soon discover the answers are simply a matter of perspective.

“Falling Away” is a story about letting go of the past, confronting the present and stepping into the future, unafraid of the choices you’ve made. Filmed on location in South Central, Falling Away is a poignant, unique and thoughtful coming of age drama about growing up in the suffocating inner city. It is a compassionate and hopeful story inviting the audience to look at the human side beyond the violence and fear of the inner city.
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	DIRECTOR’S NOTES



	
	Falling Away originated as a coming to age story a young kid figuring out a new world after all the children in his neighborhood are killed in a bus accident. Its first manifestation was as a dark film with comic overtones set in an unidentified suburban neighborhood, similar to where Edward Scissorhands lived.  After many months of developing it, I came to realize I was lacking passion for the project and having difficulty identifying with the characters. I had seen the satirical suburban life explored before and really wasn’t hitting on anything important or interesting.

A few months later I began volunteering at the Media Aid Center – a non-profit organization in South Central L.A. that teaches youth basic film and video. Working there I began to know the kids and think about what it would have been like to grow up there. And the truth is, while gangs and drugs are a bigger factor than, say, in the small town in Maryland where I grew up, there wasn’t a great deal of difference between what these kids were going through and what I had gone through. I began to be acutely aware of the similarities between our experiences. We all suffered from the same doubts, fears and pressures. I wanted to show this aspect of the community, not just focus on the sensational aspects of drugs and violence, which are so often seen when these neighborhoods are depicted.

And this realization was a catalyst to rethink the story I wanted to tell.  I took the script, changed it to South Central and new ideas began to flow. It was interesting what happened – it became more personal to me. While an obvious question is why would a white kid from western Maryland write a film about black kids in South Central L.A., I really think that’s just the surface. The film is actually very much tied to my own world. The characters are amalgamations of people I have met in South Central as well as people from my hometown. And the neighborhoods prove amazingly similar as everyone lives to explore the same themes: redemption and responsibility, acceptance and friendship.  It isn’t a world apart, just a few streets.

Directing

It was important for the characters to not feel alien to me. I had to focus on keeping the bond with them, seeing the similarities between our worlds, not the differences.  It wasn’t always the easiest thing to do especially as the actors brought their own knowledge and life experience to the project, which was often much closer than mine. Together we were able to find a balance. The lead, Jason Finn, was actually one of my students at the Media Aid center and much of what ended up in the script came from knowing him and what he went through. As a result I relied heavily on that knowledge both in helping me as a director and as helping him as an actor.  He had by far the least amount of experience as an actor but had the life experience, so it was nice to see him and D’Angelo Wilson (Julius) take from each other.

For the most part directing is about the human emotional experience and being able to capture that on screen. Working on location with an amazing team of focused actors gave me the freedom to focus on capturing the essence of the story.
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	KEY CAST 
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TONY TODD plays Christopher, Emily’s father, a reformed member of the SBS gang who is striving to make a better life for himself and his daughter. 

Tony is a veteran of both the large and small screen with appearances in numerous film and television productions including The Rock, Final Destination, Star Trek, Stargate, CSI, Boston Public and 24. He is possibly best known for his chilling performance as "Candyman" but the charismatic 6' 5" actor has consistently turned in compelling performances since his debut in the motion picture Sleepwalk (1986).
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D’ANGELO WILSON plays Julius, Elijah’s best-friend, who has strived his entire life to fulfill his father’s vision of being a pro-basketball player only to find his hopes dashed when an injury changes the entire direction of his life.

D’Angelo made his big screen debut opposite Eminem in the film 8 Mile (2002) as the DJ Iz. Since then he has been cast in Antwone Fischer and The Salon as well as performing in CSI: NY.

AIMEE GARCIA plays Alicia who loses her sister in the bus accident and must come to terms with the past before she steps into the future.
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Aimee has played the lead in Dirty with Cuba Gooding Jr., A Lot Like Love, Spanglish, D.E.B.S. and The Good Girl, along with television roles on ER, The American Family, The Agency and Las Vegas.
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	KEY CAST 



	
	JENNIFER FREEMAN plays Emily, Elijah’s girlfriend and a newcomer to Falling Away who is trying to figure out if she fits in or should go back to her grandfather in the south. 

Best known for her role on the television show “My Wife and Kids” where she plays Claire, Damon Wayne’s daughter, Jennifer has also made appearances on The OC, Lizzie Maguire and 7th Heaven. On the big screen she played Liyah in You Got Served and with Cedric the Entertainer in The Johnson Family Vacation. 


KENNY ANDERSON plays Julius’ father who continues to encourage his son’s dreams in hopes that he will be able to be a professional basketball player.

The role is ironic in that Kenny Anderson is, in fact, a professional basketball player. Kenny grew up on the streets of NY and was considered one of the best high school and college players ever. He was drafted #2 out of college and played for New Jersey, the Hornets and, as one of the top PGs available, finally signed with Portland for 50 million over 7 years. Most recently Kenny has played for the Clippers but is now pursuing a career in film.
AND, INTRODUCING: 

JASON FINN as Elijah. Elijah is a hard-working, industrious young man who finds his focus is challenged with his loyalty as he and his friends face the challenges of growing up in the inner city.

Michael Trozzo discovered new talent, Jason Finn, through the media arts department where Michael volunteered in South Central Los Angeles. A natural to the screen, Jason worked with Michael to develop his skills and has recently landed a contract for three more films.
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	KEY CREW 



	
	Falling Away is a film made by a passionate group of young filmmakers expressly for the purpose of bringing a unique and intriguing story to the screen. The goal of the team is to draw on the similarities of the human experience rather than focusing on the differences. This offers the audience the opportunity to identify with sections of society they otherwise may have felt alienated from. 

WRITER/DIRECTOR
MICHAEL D. TROZZO

From early on, director Michael Trozzo had a strong passion for literature and writing which lead to the pursuit of a Bachelor’s in Visual Arts at the University of Maryland Baltimore County. There his love for storytelling and acting as well as his talent for visualization lead to film directing. While attending UMBC he directed three short films, two of which premiered at the Lightstruck Film festival in Baltimore. 

Moving to California, Michael attended Chapman University School of Film and Television where he will graduate with an MFA in Film and Television Production, specializing in Directing.

In 2003 Michael was chosen into the Kodak Emerging Filmmaker Program and invited to attend the Cannes Film Festival. In 2004 he was selected as one of ten from over nine hundred to be a Marion Knott Scholar. This provided the opportunity to work on an individual basis with writer/director David Ward, who became a mentor in both writing and directing for “Falling Away”, Falling Away is Michael’s feature film directorial debut.

In 2004 he directed five commercial spots for the companies: Mission Financial Services, American Mutual Bank, Jefferson Financial Group, The Bowers Art Museum and Tech Soft America. Two of these commercials won awards at the Houston Worldfest Film Festival.

“Falling Away has been an all-consuming work for me over the last two years,” Michael says of the film. “It started as a way for me to explore growing up in a tight knit community on the East Coast. When I moved to Los Angeles I had the opportunity to do volunteer media work in South Central LA. Working with the students I was immediately struck by the similarities between the youth of South Central LA and what I experienced growing up. I began adapting the story to South Central and was able to work closely with lead actor, Jason Finn, to reveal the authenticity of the characters and let them find their own voices. Working with the cast and crew helped me to realize the human qualities of the story are universal.”
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	PRODUCERS



	
	Meeting in 2004 during the making of the award-winning film, Girl Play, Tina and Dominic started Produce a Crime Productions. Their latest producing projects include, Second Thoughts, adapted from a short story written by Hubert Selby Jr. (Requiem for a Dream). Second Thoughts was presented at the prestigious Visionfest ’05 through Filmmakers Alliance at the DGA, being one of only nine films selected to screen. Produce a Crime Productions also has made: Four Days in LA - a gay-noir and Trinity - a complex drama surrounding a young priest’s quest for absolution.

TINA PAVLIDES

Tina studied Radio and Television at Ashland University in Ohio where she hosted her own radio show and produced a television show, showing her initiative and determination to get the story, even if it meant being a one person road crew. After Ohio Tina moved to Nashville, where she studied Music Business and Marketing, while interning and working on Music Row. The teamwork and hands on approach she experienced there inspired her as she continued on her journey and found herself in LA. It was in LA that Tina began producing independent films, ones that make you think, feel, love and understand. The reason she loved film in the first place.  

“I was drawn to Falling Away because of the amount of passion I saw in the entire project,” says Tina. “Mike was very focused during the development of the script and extremely clear on the vision he wanted to bring the screen. The content was also very inspiring for me. Falling Away is about well-rounded people who recognize their faults and struggle on regardless of the circumstances. It’s a great and touching story to tell.”

DOMINIC OTTERSBACH

Dominic has a background in theater, which he studied at the University of Evansville in Indiana and in England at Harlaxton College. In 1995 he returned to the United States and began studying film and screenwriting at Emerson College in Boston. It was at Emerson that his interest in film as a medium to affect personal growth began to take form and he had his first experience writing, directing, and producing short films. His film Butterfly received the honor of screening at the 2003 San Francisco and Tampa International Gay and Lesbian Film Festivals. Dominic has also served on the jury for the Tampa film festival twice in three years.
"When I first read the script for Falling Away I was really touched by the humanity of the characters and the way the story unfolds on a very personal level for the characters,” says Dominic of his involvement. “It’s not an over-the-top, Hollywood film set in South Central. It uses its heart to look at the lives of the characters rather than trying to approach their world via sensationalism. I knew Mike could translate his amazing script onto film in a beautiful way, with respect and understanding."
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	DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY



	
	SHAWN ZEYTINOGLU

Shawn is currently in his final semester at Chapman University for an MFA degree in Cinematography. To date, Shawn has shot a variety of short film and music videos with experience in all formats including:  35mm, super 16mm, 16mm and 8mm.  After his recent apprenticeship in Hong Kong under acclaimed cinematographer Chris Doyle HKSC, Shawn shot a short film entitled “The Second Bakery Attack” on 35mm thanks to the support of Panavision’s New Filmmaker grant and Kodak’s student donation program. Shawn most recently was the cinematographer on the independent feature film “Falling Away” shot in South Central Los Angeles.

EDITORS
NICHOLAS J. SHERMAN
An MFA student in the Film Production Program at Chapman University, Nick’s film THE MORNING NEWS was nominated for best picture and best screenplay at Chapman’s Student Filmmaker Awards. Nick was also nominated for best editing for ALL THAT YOU LOVE -- an adaptation of a Stephen King short story. He has recently returned from India where he shot a documentary with award-winning director/producer Frederick Marx (HOOP DREAMS). 
WILLIAM HAWKINS
William Hawkins grew up in Georgia, is a veteran, and has been schooling the Director at chess for the last eight years.  While Falling Away is his first feature film he has been working in Television for years.  William currently resides in Los Angeles with his wife, Heather, and their two cats.
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	CAST



	
	Emily

Jennifer Freeman

Christopher

Tony Todd

Julius

D'Angelo Wilson

Alicia

Aimee Garcia

Elijah

Jason Finn

Shawn

Kenny Anderson

Mr. King

Charles Robinson

Hector

Cisco Reyes

Ray

Thomas Silcott

Bugsy

Demitri Fields

Angela

Bobbi Sanders

Walter

Ernest Harden, Jr.

Dwayne

Keeshan Giles

Jay

Vinny Merrill

Jasmine

Natalie Mishell

Rasheed

Roderick Davis

Minister

Bob Tyus

Guy #1

Brennan Foenix

Guy #2

Myke Michaels

Scrap Yard Supervisor

Hector Bustamante

Warehouse Boss

Lee Brandt

Julius's Girl

Tahlia Hooks

Extras

Barbara Allen

Randal Parker

Shanon Lane

Olivia Cole

Michael Penn

Candice Shelton

Lola Lee

Corniche Tappan

Esther Martin

Domingo H. Rambo-Arzu

Darryll Ware

Shaniece Billingsly

Jacqueline A. Price

Melvin L. Faulkner

Jacqueline Martin

Veronica Billingly

Lewis E. Logan II

Basketball Players
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	CREW



	
	Casting by

Matthew Gray

Production Designer

Melanie R. Shannon

First Assistant Director

Carla Graichen

2nd Assistant Director

Kate Herrier

2nd Second AD

Megan Lane

Art Director

Rose Shawhan

Set Decorator

Jessica Sieben

Gaffer

Dave Smith

Script Supervisor

Danielle Snowdon

Wardrobe Supervisor

Lana Smith

Assistant Wardrobe

Clark McMillan

2nd Assistant Wardrobe

Oscar Lugo

Dept. Head Makeup/Hair

Myke Michaels

Makeup/Hair Supervisor

Galaxy San Juan

Makeup/Hair

Ayla Deu

1st Assistant Camera

Clayton Daily

2nd Assistant Camera

Benjamin Shurtleff

Loader

Hill Shan "Caddie" Hon

Key Grip

Patrick O'Flaherty, Jr.

Dolly Grip

Jonathon Moore

Best Boy Electric

Steve Romeyn

Electrician

Alex Gaynor

Electrician

Ben Medley

Grip

Robert Henning

Grip

Tina Moorehead

Sound Mixer

Frank Zarigoza

Boom Operator

Randal Parker

Stunts

Myke Michaels

Key Set PA

Victor Huerta

Production Assistants

Raymond Hernandez

Sparkle Wilkerson

Jacqueline Price

Nick Prevas

Jeffrey Oliphant

Tanner Almon

William Chavez

Miscellaneous Crew

Jenna Tibbetts

JP Ouellette

Sean Byrnes

Darius Siwek

Brad Littman

Ben Ghaffari

Attorney

Michael M. Smith, Esq.

Security

Mark Day

Caterer

Jay Gross

Cisco's Stylist

Shani Sods

Marketing

Emblem Marketing Group


	


You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.





You 


lose 


what 


you 


got, 


then 


come 


judge 


me.











Copyright(2010 Walk On Productions. All rights reserved. All other company and product names may be the subject of intellectual property rights reserved by third parties.

