INDICAN PICTURES
Presents

A Zernus Productions Picture

God & Gays: Bridging the Gap

This is What It’s Like to Be Gay and Religious.
Story Synopsis





       

God and Gays: Bridging the Gap explores the struggle that Christians have reconciling sexuality and spirituality. Looking inside the head, heart and lives of the people who have found this issue in today’s culture as their self-defining work. 

Interviews include Rev. Mel White, co-founder of SoulForce and former ghostwriter for the leaders of the religious right, speaks on Bible interpretation and its use. Rev. Deborah L. Johnson, a New Thought pioneer discusses the rationale that this is a very basic diversity issue and asks the question: do you love me for who I am or for what I do?

Jason Stuart, an open Jewish comic/ actor in Los Angeles describes in detail the loss of his relationship to his sister and her kids due solely to his orientation. Other interviewees are still “in the closet,” some have previously attempted suicide and one fundamentalist mother got her wish when her daughter killed herself. Author Darlene Bogle echoes this as she describes her 15 years in Exodus Ministries before recognizing she was ultimately numbing her humanity.

God and Gays is an open and honest reflection of what it’s like to be gay and religious in America.  Previously, this voice was silent. Now, we hear the stories of suicide, separation, sadness and ultimately acceptance and reconciliation. Reconciliation is real, see for yourself. 
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God & Gays: Bridging the Gap

About the Director: Luane Beck

Recently named a “filmmaker to watch,” by Curve magazine, Luane Beck was a

professional actor for over seventeen years before turning her creative talents to directing and screenwriting. Appearing in dozens of productions on stage, television and film, Beck gained a unique eye for characters and angles. She burst onto the movie scene in 2004 with her critically acclaimed film Intentions. 

Praised by both audiences and critics, Intentions was seen worldwide at dozens of prestigious film festivals including Cinequest and the San Francisco International LGBT Film Festival. The film is now widely available on DVD. Prior to Intentions, Beck served as producer/director of Parallel Lives, written by Kathy Najimy and Mo Gaffney. She also served as writer/director for River Team, an environmental documentary. 

On stage, Beck has directed Sisters, Welcome to the Moon, Assistant Directed to Amy Glazer for Spinning into Butter and The American in Me. In addition, Beck also served as Dramaturge for premiere of The Music Lesson.

Beck grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area, where she resides today, near Santa Cruz. She shares her passion for filmmaking as a professor at San Jose State University (SJSU).

About the Producer: Kim Clark

Clark worked as a Line and Associate Producer for nine documentaries, including award winning Preemies: Fight for Life and Coast Guard: Survivors airing on the Discovery Channel, Travel Channel and Discovery Health Channel. She worked as an assistant producer for PBS affiliate KTEH. Clark wrote, produced, and directed the documentary Shouting at a Loud Party: The Contemporary Christian Music Industry, a look at the potential social change created by music. She has also produced a Short film, 6/16 for film festivals. She taught media studies and production at SJSU.

God & Gays: Bridging the Gap

Press Quotes & Appearances – List is not Exhaustive

“One of the high points of the festival” San Jose Mercury News
“God and Gays is an important film…” Filmcritic.com

“Beck and Clark have the energy and clarity of people who have God on their side.” Metro
“The Agenda” Human Rights Campaign radio show on XM Satellite July 23, 2007

“OutQ in the Morning” Sirius Radio July 18, 2007

WILL-Radio Illinois April 1, 2007

Darren Main Podcast December 2006

Out in America December 15, 2006

Video I – KTEH September 2006

OutNow August 2006

PlanetOut.com main entertainment article, March 22, 2006

Cover – Santa Cruz Metro March 8-14, 2006

The Spartan Daily, San Jose, CA March 7, 2006

KUSP/NPR radio interview with Deanna Zacchery on”Talk of the Bay” March 7, 2006

Cover – San Jose Mercury News A&E, “Sexuality & Salvation” Bruce Newman, 3/1/06

Cover – Metro San Jose Feb 22-28, 2006

NBC 11 in-studio interview with Janice Edwards March 5, 2006

KFJC, radio interview with Robert Emmett, “Thoughtline” Feb 27, 2006

Filmcritic.com review by Rachael Gordon

“Bridging the Gap” Good Times Film Feature by Christa Martin December 22, 2005

The Quake Radio panel, “Queer Channel Radio” San Francisco November 20, 2005

Outlook Video & PFLAG, KMVT television appearance October 13, 2005

“Issue Film Focuses on the People” by Jennifer Modenessi, Contra Costa Times 

September 18, 2005

Daily Review September 2005

KZSU “Out of the Closet” radio interview July 2005

 “Bible Study” Good Times article by Bruce Willey, March 17, 2005

God & Gays: Bridging the Gap

Interview Participant Bios
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 Rev. Dr. Mel White

The Rev. Dr. Mel White has been a Christian minister, author, and filmmaker all his adult life. Raised as a evangelical Christian, taught that homosexuality was a sin, he fought to overcome his own homosexual orientation for decades in all ways available to him: prayer, psychotherapy, exorcism, electric shock, marriage and family. That struggle and his halting, poignant steps to understand and accept his homosexuality, reconcile it with his Christian faith, and express his sexuality respectfully and responsibly, are described in his book Stranger at the Gate: To Be Gay and Christian in America, published in 1994. White's new book tells the stories of his experiences while ghostwriting for the most well-known religious right leaders and their behind-the-doors strategies involving demonizing gay people: Religion Gone Bad: The Hidden Dangers of the Christian Right.

Mel White founded Soulforce Inc. with his partner, Gary Nixon. Though Soulforce was established recently, Mel White has been developing his work with soul force principles for many years.

Rev. Deborah L. Johnson

 Rev. Deborah L. Johnson is the founder and president of both The Motivational Institute, an organizational development consulting firm specializing in cultural diversity, and Inner Light Ministries, an outreach ministry dedicated to teaching the practical application of Universal Spiritual Principles.  A dynamic public speaker, she is known for her ability to inspire and to bring clarity to complex and emotionally charged issues. She travels the nation teaching, training, consulting, and facilitating for groups large and small.  She is also the author of the very popular The Sacred Yes and published by SoundsTrue.

A staunch civil rights activist, Deborah Johnson is the successful co-plaintiff in a landmark case setting precedence for the inclusion of sexual orientation in California’s Civil Rights Bill.  She has been a voice for compassion, justice, and reconciliation. She has worked extensively in the women’s movement, civil rights movement, and gay and lesbian rights movement. She joins her mentor, Rev. Dr. Michael Beckwith from The Secret holding a vision of Oneness, beyond creed and doctrine, and strives to heal the sense of separation between those adhering to conservative and progressive ideologies. A primary focus has been on coalition building, conflict resolution, public policy development, and cultural sensitivity awareness.
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Darlene was a director of an Exodus Ministry for many years. Paraklete was an out- reach of the Hayward, CA Foursquare church where she was the assistant pastor. She traveled nationally for Exodus, teaching and speaking at conferences, as well as appearing on such shows as Jerry Springer, Sally Jesse Raphael and CBS' 48 Hours. 

She appeared on other nationally televised programs and was interviewed by the 700 Club. She authored and contributed to 5 books promoting change from the homosexual lifestyle. In 1992 she found a Christian woman with whom she had a 12-year relationship, and was asked to leave all Christian organizations, while renouncing her ministerial involvement. Her partner passed away from breast cancer in February 2005.

Darlene's new book A Christian Lesbian Journey tells her story of ex-gay recovery and love, fully reconciled. He has blessed her with a new relationship and she and Becky are actively involved in their church and in reaching out to the gay community with God's love and acceptance.
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Mary Lou Wallner

Mary Lou Wallner lost her lesbian Christian daughter to suicide in February of 1997.  Being raised in a fundamentalist, legalistic church environment, Mary Lou was taught the untruth that homosexuality is a sin.  Her journey from “tragedy to transformation” is nothing short of amazing.  She and her husband, Bob, are strong allies for Gays, Lesbians, Bisexual and Transgender people and are leaders in TEACH Ministry, To Educate About the Consequences of Homophobia.  They have a sincere desire to see the church accept and welcome GLBT people just the way God made them.  Mary Lou’s book, The Slow Miracle of Transformation, now in its third printing details her journey over the past 9 years.
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 Valerie Joi Fiddmont

Valerie Joi’s song delivery is as fluid and focused as her life. She is a minister extraordinaire and her message of unconditional love and acceptance is clear, strong and uncompromising. Listening to her sing, play or direct is an artistic and healing journey in itself.

In addition, she has been able to utilize both her skills, singing and playing the piano with numerous recording and production artists as a background vocalist, vocal coach, composer, arranger and producer, and as a member of various mass gospel choirs. Enjoy her CD releases Rise Above and her new release Singing the Sacred Yes, which accompanies her partner, Rev. Deborah L. Johnson's, book The Sacred Yes.
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 Jason Stuart

Jason Stuart is one the countries top openly gay comic’s. Jason is hysterical in his new theatrically released film, Coffee Date. He has performed at the Montreal Comedy Festival, Town Hall on Broadway and to 100,000 at the Millennium March. He is now touring all the mainstream comedy clubs with his new act, “Looking For Mr. Right Comedy Show” to sell out crowds across the USA. As an actor, he has had a recurring role on My Wife & Kids starring Damon Wayans, playing a gay family therapist.  Jason has been seen all over TV on Fat Actress, House, Strong Medicine, Providence, Will & Grace, The Drew Carey Show and Charmed. In Films he has been featured in A Day Without A Mexican, HBO’s Gia with Angelina Jolie, Ghosts Never Sleep opposite Faye Dunaway and in his first starring role in the romantic comedy 10 Attitudes, which he also co-produced. And he just completed the indie film “Easier, Softer Way” with Mekhi Phifer & Danny Masterson.
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Laura Engelken

While attending protestant Christian churches during her youth, in high school and college, Laura affiliated with fundamentalist faith communities -- resonating with their emphasis on God's unconditional love and a personal relationship with Jesus. However, once she came out as a lesbian, God's love became conditional as she was rejected by friends, family and faith communities.

Since coming out as a lesbian in 1994, Laura has sought to reclaim a progressive Christian faith and understanding of the Divine. Laura is currently pursuing a Master's of Divinity degree at the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley. She is a person-in-care with the United Church of Christ and is considering ordination and a career in campus ministry. Laura earned her Master's in Higher Education and Student Affairs from The University of Vermont and worked in public universities over the last decade. Her Master's thesis was entitled, Integrating Sexual and Spiritual Identity: Educating Student Affairs Professionals To Facilitate Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Students' Journeys Toward Wholeness.
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Director of Photography, Scott Bayer

Producer & 2nd Camera, Kim 

God & Gays: Bridging the Gap 


Clark on set of God & Gays:

Courtesy of Zernus Productions


Bridging the Gap Courtesy of 

Dir. Luane Beck
Zernus Productions directed by 

Luane Beck
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Director Luane Beck of God & Gays:

Director Luane Beck on set for 

Bridging the Gap Photo Credit:


God & Gays: Bridging the Gap
Mike Adams Courtesy of Zernus Productions
Courtesy of Zernus Productions
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Producer Kim Clark and Director Luane
   Jake Reitan arrested at Focus on the

Beck from God & Gays: Bridging the
   Family headquarters from God & Gays

Gap Photo Credit: Lisa Rubarth

  Bridging the Gap Courtesy of Zernus

Courtesy of Zernus Productions

  Productions Dir. Luane Beck

Dir. Luane Beck
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Rev. Deborah Johnson in God & Gays:
    Woman cries at suicide story from

Bridging the Gap dir. Luane Beck

   God & Gays: Bridging the Gap dir. 

Courtesy of Zernus Productions
   Luane Beck Courtesy of Zernus    
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Jason Stuart in God & Gays:
Rev. Mel White cries at suicide story

Bridging the Gap dir. Luane Beck           from God & Gays: Bridging the Gap dir.

Courtesy of Zernus Productions
 Luane Beck Courtesy of Zernus    
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SoulForce Rally in God & Gays:
    
   SoulForce Rally from

Bridging the Gap dir. Luane Beck

  God & Gays: Bridging the Gap dir. 

Courtesy of Zernus Productions
   Luane Beck Courtesy of Zernus    
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God and Gays: Bridging the Gap

Sample of some 

Quotes from Viewers

"God and Gays does what is so necessary in this time of searching for answers around difficult issues of faith.  It deals comprehensively with theological issues, but then gets out of the heads and into the hearts of people of faith who really care about their lesbian and gay neighbors."

Harry Knox, Director

Human Rights Campaign Religion and Faith Program

If you ever thought being gay and religious was an oxymoron, seeing “God and Gays: Bridging the Gap” could be revelatory for you.  The film meets an important need.  It helps people to cross barriers of mistaken assumptions through the use of personal stories of spiritual experience.  It’s hard to mistake the honesty of the people who appear in this film, and seeing religious honesty portrayed is a truly valuable and moving experience.

Kim Clark and Luane Beck have created a movie that tells how some people have come to reconcile their faith with the experience of being gay.  It asks what you do when your religious mentors, family and religious community are unable to accept your authentic spiritual identity.  The answer given by a pastor in the film and affirmed by several others in their concluding remarks, is surprisingly simple, personal and religious:  “Talk with God.”

When Kim Clark and Luane Beck brought their film “God and Gays: Bridging the Gap” to our annual Conference Meeting, supporters of inclusivity within the church found the experience deeply affirming.  In some ways more importantly, many came who were honestly seeking to understand the issues of religion and sexuality within our faith tradition.  For all of us, the film and the filmmakers’ openness to honest personal sharing moved the conversation among us to a deeper level of understanding.

For church groups seeking resources that can open up conversation in a non-threatening way on the topic of human sexuality and religion, I can highly recommend the film “God and Gays: Bridging the Gap.”  Even better, if you have the chance to converse with filmmakers Luane Beck and Kim Clark in a Q and A after the film, seize the opportunity and expect to grow in spiritual understanding.

The Rev. Dr. Allen M. Fluent, Area Conference Minister

Penn Central Conference

United Church of Christ

"Our church recently became one of the first Open and Affirming congregations in Central Pennsylvania.  The first step in that process was realizing why it was so important to be clear about our welcome - that we welcome GLBTQ folks into our membership and leadership.  If any UCC church or church of any denomination needed further evidence of this need, see this movie.  In God and Gays, two women share two different faith experiences and those of others.  As a Christian, this movie affirms the active role faith has in social justice issues and the need for local congregations to step up now!"

Shirley Keith Knox

Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania

The whole experience was very moving for me.

Kimberlie Kranich

In terms of how the movie touched my life: I was on the verge of breaking up with my partner during some very difficult times.  It was ironic because she was the best thing that had happened to me and yet I felt I needed to leave her to be right with God.  It was ripping me up inside.  Finally I decided not to leave her, but was still uncomfortable with my decision.  After watching the film, I was able to rest in the knowledge that not only is it okay for me to stay with her, but it is encouraged.  I saw I wasn't alone.  I knew that I was allowed to be happy, just like everyone else. Thank you and thank you for the amazing documentary.  It truly touched my life.

Megan Ward, Dayton, Ohio

Thank you for making this beautiful film!

My son Steven has been gay all his life. I knew all along, but I was surprised when he came out to me at 14 years old. It seemed such a brave thing to do for such a young person. My only concerns have been would he be happy, would he be safe in the world?

This week as he packs a lifetime of belongings to move out into the world as an adult was the perfect time for me to stumble upon your documentary. Every time someone like you takes a step toward opening hearts and minds in the world, my son’s life gets to be happier, safer, richer.

All my thanks and good wishes to you,

Maia Mandoli

"Having recently 'been there,' reconciling being gay and Christian, this piece was missing. People need it. Honestly, lives are depending on it."

- R. Graham, California

I’ve been feeling emotionally and spiritually bankrupt. Alone. Scared. I came to the movie hoping to find some solace, some safe space…and I found it. I learned I’m not alone. I can’t tell you what that does for me.

- B. Whitten, Pennsylvania
“…I learnt a few things watching this film, as well as feeling a range of emotions from a bit of anger and frustration to feeling huge sympathy for some of the people brave enough to talk about their lives.”

· R. Brunton, Scotland

“As a former fundamentalist preacher, I found the information unusually accurate and addressed with compassion.” - Bob S., Arkansas

"Amazing, very informative, honest, and enlightening. It's just a movie that you have to see." D. Castro, Florida

“This movie is long overdue. It presents a very insightful and warm perspective of being human.” J. Hughes, Arizona

“Discrimination is detrimental at all levels. This movie really does bridge the gap.” D. Conway, Virginia

God and Gays: Bridging the Gap

a LUANE BECK film

