     GOD’S SANDBOX  - Synopsis 
Liz, a successful author arrives at a beach in the magical Sinai Desert in search of her daughter Rachel who ran away. Liz decides to stay at the beach despite her daughter’s objections and meets with a Bedouin storyteller. It is here that she learns of the unusual love story of Leila – a Western tourist – and Najim, the son of a Bedouin Sheik.

This extraordinary love story, that took place many years before on the same exotic beach, began to fall apart after the expulsion of Leila and Najim from his tribe. While wandering alone in the desert, Leila is exposed to a traumatic female circumcision ceremony that horrifies her and shatters the love story.

Liz, captivated by the love story, undergoes a journey of psychological torment, during which her daughter Rachel discovers surprising facts about her mother’s life. 

        Cast & Credits   

Juliano Merr
      Najim

Meital Dohan
      Leila

Razia Israeli
      Liz

Orly Perel

             Rachel  

Sami Samir
      Mustapha
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Director:
       Doron Eran

Producer:
       Yoav Halevy

Screenplay:
Yoav Halevy & Hanita Halevy
Director of Photography:
Claudio Steinberg

Editor:


Shimon Spector
Original Music:
Arik Rudich
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Director Biography & Filmography

Doron Eran -

Doron was born in Tel-Aviv in 1955. After graduating from Berl Education College, Doron has entered the film industry and began to make movies. Over the years, he became an award winning independent filmmaker both as a Director and as a Producer. Many of his films became Israeli Classics and have been officially selected to be screened in prestigious film festivals around the world. As a Director, “God’s Sandbox” is his third film.

As a Director: 
FLASH   A Feature Film

Valencia Film Festival, Spain                                        

BACK TO FREEDOM   A Feature Film

Cita Del Vasto Film Festival, Italy

GOD’S SANDBOX   A Feature Film

(N E W(

As a Producer:

WHITE NIGHT   A Feature Film

Winner YOUNG CINEMA AWARD - “Director’s Fortnight”,

 Cannes Film Festival
STALIN DISCIPLES   A Feature Film

UN CERTAIN REGARD, Cannes  Film Festival
DAWN   A Feature Film
Berlin Film Festival

OVERDOSE   A Feature Film
BEST ACTRESS AWARD, Beijing Film Festival
BURNING LAND   A Feature Film

THE CRITICS AWARD, Torino Film Festival
BEYOND THE WALLS ІІ   A Feature Film,

BEST ACTOR AWARD, Valencia  Film Festival.

On the festival circuit –

Best Film, Best Director, Best Screenplay at the Manchester Film Festival, 2004 (Dramatic competition)

· Screened at:

· Manchester Film Festival, USA, 2004, Premier

· Karlovy – Vary Int. Film Festival, Czech republic, 2003, European Premier 

· Jerusalem Int. Film Festival, Israel, 2003.

· Kolkata Int. Film Festival, India, 2003 (Doron Eran Retrospective)

· Dubrovnik Int, Film Festival, Croatia (2004)

· Israel Film Festival, USA (2004)

· Blue Sky International Film Festival , Las Vegas, USA , 2003
· San Diego Jewish Film Festival, USA, 2004
· Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, USA, 2004
· 37th Annual WorldFest-Houston, USA, 2004 (Special Jury Award
[image: image4.png]OPENDOORS



 

Production Company –  
Open Doors Films, is a well-established production company that specializes in the production of feature films and T.V dramas. Many of the films were selected and screened in major film festivals around the world including Cannes, Berlin, Montreal, Karlovy – Vary and won several important and prestigious awards. 

OPEN DOORS FILMS, 9 Kalanit, Ramat-Asharon, ISRAEL 47324

Phone: 972-3-5498740,  Fax: 972-3-5403976, E-mail: yoav@opendoorsfilms.com
Contact Person: Yoav Halevy

	



	
Posted: Sun., Jul. 7, 2004, 4:37pm PT
 
'God’s Sandbox' digs up triple honors at film fest
 
By CHARLES LYONS

 
Israeli pic "God's Sandbox," directed by Doron Eran from a script by Yoav Halevy and Hanita Halevy, nabbed best film, screenplay and director honors at the inaugural Manchester (Vermont) Film Festival, which ended June 30. 

Other winners of the fest's Battenkill Awards were Huan Lian for his cinematography in Chinese pic "Dazzling." Short kudos went to Spanish helmer Luis Prieto's "Bamboleho" while "The Settlement," from Russian director Sergei Loznitsa, took the docu prize. 

Burt Reynolds was on hand to receive the Deane F. Johnson Legend in Film Award. 

Gerald M. Levin, retired CEO of AOL Time Warner, played an active role in the fest, showing up with his wife to screenings and events. He participated in the awards jury along with ICM agent Will Battersby, former USA Films chairman Scott Greenstein, "Enemy of the State" scribe David Marconi and Steven Nemeth. 

Israeli tale 
"God's Sandbox" centers on the tense relationship between an Israeli mother and her rebellious daughter. 

Manchester, population 3,700, is nestled between the Green and Taconic mountain ranges. Fest drew a wide range of filmmakers and participants from around the country. Its parties, held at local estates, were subdued affairs. 

"Tadpole" helmer Gary Winick presented his pic and participated in a panel on low-budget production. DreamWorks offered up a print of "Road to Perdition" at the last minute, drawing an enthusiastic crowd. Producer Heather Rae moderated a lively panel on Native American storytelling, which featured panelists Drew Hayden Taylor and Randy Redroad, among others. 

The MFF advisory board included Winick, Steven Bach, Eleanor Bergstein, Jack Foley, Monte Hellman, Ismail Merchant, William H. Macy, Fisher Stevens and Rebecca Pidgeon. 
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Distributed by INDICAN PICTURES*

Starring

Meital Dohan, Juliano Merr,

Orly Perel, Razia Israeli, Sami Samir
“god’s sandbox”

Producer

Yoav Halevy 

Editor
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Director of Photography
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