HAPPY IN THE VALLEY






SYNOPSIS
Directed by Lee Madsen
Tag Line:  Sometimes the old dog has new tricks. 

SYNOPSIS:
Once a rock star photographer, Stewart Fox had it all. But after years of living the rock n’ roll lifestyle, he crashed and burned. Now relegated to shooting erotic pictures or weddings just to survive Stewart is ready to end it all. But when he meets a rising photographer, Wade and convinces the youngster to chronicle his life, Stewart develops a new plan. Once he realizes how talented this kid is, Stewart realizes opportunity is right at his fingertips to become rich, famous and have it all.
Rated: R
TECH SPECS:

HAPPY IN THE VALLEY 

Directed by Lee Madsen
Starring: William Forsythe, Tiffany Shepis, Zoe Hall, Dee Wallace, Lew Temple, Ursula Brooks and Shaun Sipos 
Runtime: 91 minutes
Format: 1:85 Flat 

Sound: Dolby SR

Country: USA

Language: English 

Website: www. www.facebook.com/happyinthevalley  
Genre: Action 

Trailers: Available

CAST
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE 
WILLIAM FORSYTHE.............................STEWART FOX
TIFFANY SHEPIS.........................................COURTNEY
CARLA HARVEY..................................................ECHO
JOSH MARCHETTE..........................................SOCKO
SHAUN SIPOS .........................................WADE WARD
URSULA BROOKS.....................................DONNA FOX
ZOË HALL.....................................QUEENIE/HEATHER
LEW TEMPLE.....................................................CHRIS
DEE WALLACE.................................................GLORIA
NINA MILLIN.................................................................RIA
WILLIAM FORSYTHE is commanding veteran of stage, screen and television, portraying a seemingly endless collection of characters. By age 18, he’d already appeared in over 40 plays. His more recent TV credits run the gamut from from CSI: Miami, Entourage, Gotti, John Doe, Las Vegas, The Mentalist, and The Untouchables to Weeds. He’s been in dozens of feature films including Dear Mr. Gacy, Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo, The Devil’s Rejects, Dick Tracy, Extreme Prejudice, Halloween, Once Upon A Time In America, Raising Arizona, and The Rock. William studied acting at The Beverly Hills Playhouse. He took home the Best Actor Award in the Feature category at the Monaco International Film Festival for his powerful performance as Stewart Fox in Happy In The Valley.
SHAUN SIPOS has appeared on numerous television shows including CSI, CSI: Miami, E.R., Smallville, Southland, and Special Unit 2, with recurring roles on series like Complete Savages, Life Unexpected, Maybe It’s Me and Shark. But he is perhaps best known for playing the character of David Breck on Melrose Place. A partial list of his feature film credits include Comeback Season, Dream, Final Destination 2, The Grudge 2, Lost Boys: The Tribe, Rampage, The Skulls III, and Stoic.
ZOË HALL has been a working actress since she was just a little girl. Her career began with a recurring role on Sesame Street and appearances on childhood favorites like 3-2-1 Contact. Her acting roles have matured right along with her, including appearances on many hit television series and movies including 10 Things I Hate About You, Ghost Whisperer, Las Vegas, Medium, My Long Distance Relationship, Parenthood, Phil & Sam, and The Secret Life Of The American Teenager. Zoë’s role as Queenie in Happy In The Valley is her first leading performance in a feature film.
URSULA BROOKS is an Australian actress who has worked steadily in the U.S. and Australia for nearly 20 years. Her numerous television credits include shows, movies and mini-series like Deadwood, Dirty Sexy Money, The District, Full Frontal, Never Tell Me Never, Providence, Seven Days, Seven Deadly Sins, and The Starter Wife. She has also appeared in both short and feature films like Angels & Demons, Date, Lost Souls, Memoirs Of An Evil Stepmother, and Sugar Town. Ursula’s performance as Donna Fox in Happy In The Valley won her the Best Supporting Actress award at the Monaco International Film Festival.
LEW TEMPLE is an established actor with a laundry list of credits in film and television. His scores of appearances in movies and on TV include currently starring in AMC’s The Walking Dead plus 21 Grams, Criminal Minds, CSI: Miami, The Devil’s Rejects, Domino, A Gangland Love Story, Heaven’s Fall, Montana Amazon, NCIS: Los Angeles, Rango, Rob Zombie’s Halloween, Rolling Kansas, Waitress and We Are Family. Writer/Director Lee Madsen already had Lew, and his understated intensity, in mind when he was ready to cast the character of Chris in Happy In The Valley. Lew began his acting career at the prestigious Alley Theatre in Houston, Texas, working alongside legendary artists like Vanessa Redgrave, and acclaimed writer/directors Edward Albee, Terrance McNally, and Michael Wilson.
DEE WALLACE has appeared in nearly one hundred feature films and countless television series in her illustrious career. Audiences may always remember her for her iconic role as the mom in E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, but she also has quite a cult following for her roles in films Cujo, The Hills Have Eyes, The Howling, and Rob Zombie’s Halloween. She has guest starred on scores of TV shows like Bones, Criminal Minds, Crossing Jordan, Grey’s Anatomy, My Name is Earl, The Ghost Whisperer, Sons and Daughters, and Without a Trace. Dee studied drama at renowned HB Studio in New York City. She runs her own acting studio in Hollywood and is a highly regarded acting teacher, author and lecturer. Missing performing she has started working again including Fuzz Track City.

TIFFANY SHEPIS is a bona-fide B-Movie star with quite a cult following in the horror genre. Her nearly one hundred feature credits include films like Abominable, Bloody Murder 2, Bundy, Corpses, Dark Reel, The Hazing, Night Of The Demons, Nightmare Man and Zombies! Zombies! Zombies! She added directing and producing to her résumé with The Devil’s Pies, Monsterpiece Theatre Volumes I & II and The Prometheus Project. Tiffany has garnered a host of awards including Best Actress Awards from the IFFYNTX Film Festival, LA Tabloid Witch Awards, and Shockerfest, and was named “Scream Queen of the Year” by the Fright Film Festival.

DIRECTOR

LEE MADSEN grew up as one of five boys in a career military family. That meant his family moved often. Growing up with so many diverse experiences, not to mention location changes, clearly helped establish and broaden his vision as a filmmaker. By high school, Lee had already appropriated his older brother’s video camera and begun making short films with his friends. What started as a hobby, eventually lead him to formally study directing at the New York Film Academy. After school, he moved to Los Angeles and started working behind the scenes in film and television. His directing career started with a 40-minute short, Becoming Irish. The rest is history. Madsen’s first full-length feature, Players (aka Pledge Of Allegiance), won Best Film at the Reno Film Festival. Happy In The Valley is his second feature film. It took the Monaco International Film Festival by storm, winning the Angel Trophy for Best Film, Best Actor, Best Supporting Actress, and Best Ensemble in the Feature category. His third film, Hated, debuts at Cannes this year. Madsen is currently working on his fourth feature film, an intriguing drama, Amerikanski.
DIRECTOR
STATEMENT
I’ve always wanted to do a film about a person who had fame, lost it, and then had to cope with life in the shadows. I had been bouncing around a lot of different ideas about what kind of career this person might have had, when I got a job as a camera operator on a documentary about photographers. On set, I met several great photographers with a wide range of experiences. Among them was Earl Miller, the first centerfold photographer for Penthouse, and Ken Marcus, who’d shot centerfolds in the early days of Playboy. To them, nudes were a serious and revolutionary art form. They’d spend a week or more shooting a single centerfold. Today, everything is digital – a few hours over the course of a day with a model who’s completely artificial from breast implants and teeth caps to spray-on tan. Then, she’s still Photoshopped. Where is the art in that? How does a good photographer, or any artist for that matter, maintain his integrity and pride churning out a soulless product? As I wrote the script, these became Stewart Fox’s struggles, and the similarly complicated characters around him began to take on lives of their own.
Of course, working with an independent film budget is a challenge even on the best days. But because Happy In The Valley is about a photographer, I was particularly concerned with how the film would look on a big screen. Our DP, Ben Kufrin, suggested shooting on 2 perf film instead of the standard 4 perf. (Because 2 perf transports the film at half the speed of 4, the film takes twice as long to complete a roll, but it also takes twice as many pictures in smaller increments to get there.) This technique allowed us to get all the visual depth and clarity we wanted for a fraction of the cost.
Indie filmmaking is a DIY experience. It requires a strong vision and a team of passionate, like-minded people who are really good at what they do. In today’s climate, it’s not about making the next big blockbuster but about telling a compelling story that audiences can appreciate.
PRODUCERS & CREW

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER...............................ELISE DEGRAYE
PRODUCERS..............................................KIRSTEN WAGNER 
  TREVER WYATT HOPPER
CO-PRODUCERS.........................................JOHN T. DEGRAYE 
       MELITTA FITZER
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY..........................BEN KUFRIN
EDITORS..........................................................KINDRA MARRA, 

        LARA RAMIREZ, 

                                                                  MICHELLE SULLIVAN
PRODUCTION DESIGNER..............................ELVIS STRANGE
ART DIRECTOR.....................................................SARAH BESS
COSTUME DESIGN..............................................ERIN TANAKA
COMPOSERS.......................................................TIM DEGRAYE 
   TREVER WYATT HOPPER
ANIMATION............................................MASHA VASILKOVSKY 
  DANCE INTO UNITY
CASTING.........................................................TAMER HOWARD
PRODUCERS
JOHN T. DEGRAYE always dreamed of scoring for film and television when he was young, but his life and family led him in other directions. After an extensive and varied career in hospitality and the oil and gas industry, he finally started pursuing his passion for composing by writing music for television commercials. In addition to his producing credit for Happy In The Valley, he co-composed the film’s score. He is also both a producer and the composer of writer/director Lee Madsen’s latest feature film, Hated.
MELITTA FITZER has been an Assistant Director, in the U.S. and abroad, for a variety of well-known filmmakers including Carl Franklin, Clint Eastwood, Gary Winnick, Oliver Hirschbiegel, and Rainer Werner Fassbinder. She’s directed commercials, TV shows, and music videos, served as a production manager for both feature films and television, and even written for the hit Austrian TV series Kommissar Rex. She was also a line producer on Montana Amazon (2011), starring Olympia Dukakis and Haley Joel Osment.

Melitta is an Austrian native and graduate of the American Film Institute’s acclaimed directorial program.

KIRSTEN WAGNER is an actress/writer/director/producer with an impressive list of film and television credits in film production, including 2010’s cult hit Shortcut To Hollywood, the documentary series Unterwegs In America (“On The Road In America”), and the award-winning short film Charlie Thistle. She specializes in independent filmmaking across the board in short and feature films, documentary and television. She currently has two feature film scripts in development as a writer/director. Kirsten is a Cum Laude graduate of the University of Southern California, with a degree from the School of Cinema-TV in 2000. She is also the founder of Goldilocks Productions.
TREVER WYATT HOPPER is an actor/composer/musician/producer who got his first acting break in Lee Madsen’s award-winning debut feature, Players (aka Pledge Of Allegiance). He’s since been seen in such films as Red Zone and Drain Baby. In addition to his producing credit on Happy In The Valley, he served as the co-composer for the film’s score.

Trevor holds a degree in business and economics, but rather than pursuing a career in the corporate world, his interests are decidedly focused on show business.

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

BEN KUFRIN virtually grew up behind a camera and had his first photo published at age ten. After college, and a brief stint in photojournalism, he began camera assisting and shooting on various film productions, and learning the technical aspects of cinematography. Since becoming a DP, his commercial, film, and television work has taken him to five continents, lensing such talents as Djimon Hounsou, Heidi Klum, Madonna, Martin Sheen and Stevie Wonder. Ben’s work has been recognized with numerous awards and he has been widely featured in the press for his groundbreaking revival of the Techniscope 2-perf 35mm film format, in conjunction with the digital intermediate finish, on Happy In The Valley.
