PRESS KIT

THE MALLORY EFFECT

Logline  

THE MALLORY EFFECT revolves around Charlie, a regular guy caught in the madness of losing his girlfriend Mallory, and his attempts at destroying her new relationship to win her back.

Tagline

Getting DUMPED sucks.  Getting REPLACED is worse.

Brief Synopsis

THE MALLORY EFFECT is a hilarious dark comedy about Charlie, a guy who finds himself in an ordinary situation: heartache.  After his girlfriend Mallory dumps him, Charlie decides he needs to do anything to get her back.  When he discovers that she’s dating someone else, he takes action: he gives himself a false identity and befriends her new boyfriend.  THE MALLORY EFFECT reveals the lengths we go to for love – especially once the relationship is over…

Synopsis

After he’s dumped on Valentine’s Day by Mallory, his girlfriend of three years, Charlie finds himself obsessed and unable to live a normal life without her.  Enter Nick, Charlie’s best friend, who does his best to help the only way he knows how: distracting Charlie with parties and girls.  But when Charlie sees Mallory with her new boyfriend, Curtis, Charlie realizes he’s been replaced.  And to make matters worse, he’s been replaced by a man with a moustache! Charlie decides it’s time to take action to recover his lost love: he secretly befriends her new boyfriend and attempts to sabotage their relationship by introducing temptation, mistrust… and Jennifer…

THE MALLORY EFFECT is a dark comedy about the lengths we go to for love – especially once the relationship is over…

BIOS
Dustin Guy, Writer/Director

Dustin Guy was born in Salt Lake City, Utah.  He made his first short film at the age of eleven, a detective film noir shot on super-8.  

Throughout high school and college, he won numerous awards for writing, directing, and public speaking.  He founded an AIDS-awareness theater troupe in Southern Oregon for which he wrote, directed, and acted hour-long skits for elementary school students.

Throughout the 90s, Dustin wrote and directed dozens of short films using different video formats.  The Blooming and The Inevitable Path of Destiny Crosses Over Irwin and Joel were among those that won top awards at the Utah Film and Video Festival.

Dustin shot his first feature film, The Mallory Effect  (35mm, 88 minutes) which premiered at the Slamdance Film Festival.  It currently has US distribution by Indican Pictures and comes out in 2007.
His second screenplay Beehive is now out to talent and he recently directed a short film entitled Alpha.

King William Land is his third feature-length screenplay and the second he plans to direct.

Dustin Guy is represented by Mike Esola at the William Morris Agency.

Bobby Salomon, Producer

Bobby Salomon recently wrote the screen adaptation of Janet Wallach’s book “Desert Queen:  The Extraordinary Life of Gertrude Bell” for Michael Prupas of Muse Entertainment.    He is producing the project as well. 

Bobby is currently writing the screen adaptation of an international best seller for an LA based producer as well as co-writing a pilot for David Levine at Fuse Entertainment.

Bobby produced his first feature film, “The Mallory Effect” (Dustin Guy), which is being distributed by Indican Pictures.  Additionally he produced the award winning short film “The Guesthouse”(Steven Roy) and currently has four feature films, which are at various stages of development.

Bobby graduated from McGill University in Finance and International Business and founded and ran a promotions and marketing company based out of Montreal prior to moving into film and television.

Bobby holds both an American and a Canadian passport and is represented by Michael Cendejas/The Lynn Pleshette Agency and Darren Trattner/Jackoway Tyerman Wertheimer Et Al.
Peter Schwartz, Producer

The Mallory Effect marks Peter’s film-producing debut, following work on the Spelling production Satan School For Girls and Jack London’s Call of the Wild. Prior to that, he studied film at the University of Southern California, where he collaborated on a number of graduate student films.

Gregory C. Haynes, Producer/Cinematographer/Editor

Gregory has written and directed four feature films, most notably Cowboys and Angels (2000), which premiered at the Los Angeles Independent Film Festival, went on to win at the Heartland Film Festival in Indianapolis and later obtain regional theatrical release. Other feature films include Slow (2001) and Heaven or Vegas (1996).

ACTOR BIOS
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Steven Roy as Charlie

Steven Roy was born in Montreal, Canada and raised in Boston. His acting experience includes film, television and theatre. His credits include “Butterfly on a Wheel(2007), Kalamazoo?(2006), Skin Walker(2004), The Guest House(2003), Jag (2000), and Angel (1999). TV credits include Roswell, Angel and JAG.
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Josie Maran as Mallory

Josie Maran is a California native. The current Maybelline cover girl, she has been featured in the 1998 Guess advertising campaigns and the 2000 Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue, as well as on the covers of Fitness, Glamour, Shape, Seventeen, Stuff, and many others.  Her credits include The Gravedancers(2006), The Aviator(2004), Little Black Book(2004), Van Helsing(2004). TV credits include Jimmy Kimmel, Howard Stern and a character in the videogame – Need for Speed.
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Victoria Pratt as Jennifer

Canadian Victoria Pratt first pursued a career in fitness/bodybuilding, until she discovered acting and realized that could enjoy success in both. She can be seen in ABC’s new hit series “Day Break”. Her other credits include Brotherhood of Blood(2006), What Love Is(2006), Murder at the Presidio(2005), Mutant X(2005), Cleopatra 2525(2002), Xena the Warrior Princess(2000), and Blacktop(2000). 

[image: image4.png]



Clare Kramer as Robin

A Georgia native, Clare Kramer earned an acting degree from New York University. Her credits include The Fallen(2006), House MD(2006), Guy in Row Five(2005, D.E.B.S(2003), Skulls III(2003), Rules of Attraction(2002), Bring it On (2000), and Buffy the Vampire Slayer (2000).

Scott Hanks as Curtis 

Currently living in Salt Lake City, UT. Scott Hanks graduated in 1996 from Utah State University in Civil & Environmental Engineering. He started acting in 1998 and is currently studying with Gregory C. Haynes of Actors Gang Studio. His credits include the indie films – Abby Singer with Jake Gyllenhall (2007), The Propensity (2006), and Jupiter Landing (2006). TV credits include Touched By an Angel (CBS, 2000), Luck of the Irish ( Disney/Salty Productions, 2001), Cowboys and Angels  (Smoking Dawg Productions, 2001)

Sean Marble as Nick
Currently living in Los Angeles California, Sean’s credits include The Long Road(2005), The Works(2004), Abby Singer(2003), Con Express(2002) Firestarter 2(2002)
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PRODUCTION NOTES

It was at Sundance 2000 Film Festival that First Date Films producers Peter Schwartz and Bobby Salomon met someone, who knew someone, who had a hilarious script called The Mallory Effect. 

Written by Utah filmmaker Dustin Guy, the script tells the story of heartache, despair and temporary insanity that occurs when a man is dumped and replaced. This dark, edgy, comedic – and ultimately truthful – film resonates with anyone who has ever been there.

Peter was immediately sold on the project, but Bobby was reluctant to take on something new with so much already on their plate…until he read the script. With cheeks sore from laughter, tears streaming down his face, and resentful looks from the other customers in the coffee shop, Bobby knew that there could be no passing on the chance to produce the film.

Peter and Bobby convinced the principals, writer/director Dustin Guy and Firefly Films producer Gregory C. Haynes, to transform the project from a small, Utah-based production, casted and crewed mainly by friends, to a larger budget production with bigger names shot in Montreal.

The production involved friends and strangers, seasoned professionals and talented first-timers. Dustin’s labour of love quickly became a project close to everyone’s heart. The script spoke to everyone who read it, because it offers such a very honest and revealing portrayal of the volatile emotion and behaviour that follow a breakup – the good, the bad, and the ugly. The characters are not always likeable, but they are always real. 

The project got it’s kick start when Dustin’s father sold his house and invested in his son’s passion – from that point on the film took on a "special" feeling – with a lot of important decisions based on gut instinct and unproven faith. The decision to grow the production and move it to Montreal was also a gamble; the director, producers and cineamatographer met face to face just one month before shooting began. Their trust and loyalty infected the entire crew. 
Casting presented some challenges. Many big agencies and interested name actors were cautious of a film based so dramatically on first-time filmmakers. But ultimately, two management companies, Untitled Management, who represent Josie Maran and Clare Kramer, and Lana Rockland Management, who represent Steven Roy and Victoria Pratt, saw the potential of the script. These talented actors were able to demonstrate the strength that resonated from each of their roles. Other issues included scrambling to cast two of the roles, which were finalized two days before the scenes were shot: Sean Marble (as Nick) and Clare Kramer (as Robin).

The film stars Maybelline cover girl and 2000 Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue model Josie Maran, making her acting debut. The director was enormously pleased with her performance.

The film was a true collaboration. Director Dustin and Cinematographer Gregory C. Haynes worked together brilliantly. Gregory coached the first-time feature director, who had won awards for his shorts, through the process with sensitivity, encouragement and independence. Gregory, working in 35mm for the first time, needed an experienced gaffer who would support him without aspiring to his position. That’s exactly what they found in Walter Kliemkue. 

Wardrobe nightmares – clothing sponsor fell through at the last minute, the use of the fitting room was lost three days into the shoot—gave a high energy of stress to the producers and director.  But they pushed through and the end product shows no signs of the troubles behind the scenes.

The film was scheduled as an 18-day shoot and finished a half a day early, on budget. Shooting was very efficient, providing great coverage with a small amount of film. 

HOW THE FILM GOT TO MONTREAL
Enter Salt Lake City, Utah.  Dustin met Someone at a bar and  they talked about his newly written script.  The Someone set up a meeting with Someone Else.  The Someone Else set up a meeting with Gregory,  who was immediately dazzled by Dustin’s overwhelming wit and charm.  This led to a read-through of the script with Gregory’s acting class.  The class loved the script and Gregory decided he needed to help make this film. Fast forward: Let castings begin. Everything was set to go – the budget, the crew and the cast… well… almost the cast. They couldn’t find a perfect Charlie or a suitable Mallory among local actors.  The decision was made to send Dustin to LA; there, he had  over 200 auditions.  Still….no Charlie, no Mallory.  Pre-production was about to begin, the film was to shot in Salt Lake, and an acquaintance of Gregory’s, Christopher Dreyer, was set to be a line producer on the film. 

Meanwhile: Peter and Bobby enjoyed their trip to Sundance, where they met…. Chistopher Dreyer.  Christopher and Peter shared many-a-party nights at Sundance and began to discuss the possibilities of doing a Montreal/LA co-production. Among the various projects Chris was working on was THE MALLORY EFFECT, which he decided to send to Peter and Bobby.  As soon as the two read the script it was clear to both that they must make a play for it.  

SO: the discussions began.  Peter, Bobby, Gregory and Dustin had two phone conversations and the decision was made to shoot the film in Montreal. All the pieces of the puzzle fell into place at the right times.  Each person decided to take the risk, to trust each other…and the result is a new group of friendships and filmmakers. 

ON-SET STORIES

Steven Roy’s wife Carrie-Anne Moss (The Matrix I, II, III) visited the set and met Xena veteran and future Mutant X star Victoria Pratt – two women who can really kick some ass, as it were.

Josie Maran flew to Los Angeles before the last day of shooting for a Maybelline commercial. Everything was fine until she returned with black hair, instead of her own natural shade of brown. After two hours of hand-wringing and cursing among cast and crew, hairstylist Guillaume returned her mane to its natural hue.

Victoria Pratt was a real trooper, shooting the Mutant X television series in Toronto.  She flew back and forth three times.

Clare Kramer flew in for three days and managed to squeeze in a game of pool in which she defeated Dustin quite handily.

Plus the film is happy to help kick start the careers of two very talented actors with great comedic timing – Sean Marble in a turn that is wickedly funny and has some comparing him to Aaron Eckhart and Scott Hanks as the lovable good guy, Curtis. Scott has been drawing favourable comparisons to Jon Gries (better known as Uncle Rico in the smash Napoleon Dynamite).

FACT SHEET

70,000 
Number of feet of film used

2 Number of hours to restore Josie unexpected hair colour change on the last day of the shoot

3 Number of Utah crew who returned home with tattoos and/or piercings

4 Cast and Crew parties

10 

Number of different locations shot at

6

Number of Dustin’s family members who flew to Montreal to visit the set

35 Number of crew members

48

Oldest crew member

17

Youngest crew member

30

Average age of crew members

2

Number of retired Mormons

