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SCREEN DOOR JESUS



SYNOPSIS
Directed by Kirk Davis

 
A cast of eclectic characters intertwines and collides around themes of faith, religion and race in a small East Texas town. The central thread is a vision of Jesus sighted on the back porch screen door of a local household. As media and crowds gather around the phenomenon, a series of interrelated dramas unfold. An interracial friendship between two young boys becomes tenuous when the white boy's family exploits the happening for money. The other boy faces conflict as he attempts to get his dying mother to a hospital in Houston whereas her husband wants to rely on God alone to save her. When a black man's attempts to secure a loan from a local white banker fail, a moral dilemma ensues between the banker and his own son. A local authority's adultery leads to another's attempts to expose him. And ultimately, an accidental killing and the perpetrator's reaction to it bring to surface conflicted feelings about faith and the moral conduct of everyday life. Meanwhile, everyone stands looking, and waiting for a miracle from the Screen Door Jesus.

Rated “R” for sexual content and some language

PRODUCTION NOTES:




SCREEN DOOR JESUS

	Year completed:
Running Time:
Genre: 
Shooting Format:
Release Format: 
Primary Shoot Locations:
	
	2004 
119 Minutes
Comedy/Drama
HD 24P
35mm
Austin,Texas (and surrounding areas - Bastrop and Lockhart)

	
It all began with a small book company, HOST Publications, which owned 

the rights to a collection of short stories by Texan Christopher Cook. Joe W. 

Bratcher III and Elzbieta Szoka, President and Vice-President of HOST 

Publications respectively, were inspired to make a film of Cook's stories. Next 

up was a film editor, Sam Adelman, who, despite 20 successful years in post-

production, had dreams of becoming a producer. Enter Kirk Davis, a disfellow-

shipped seminary student and screenwriter, who hammered out an adaptation 

which impressed everyone who read it. Based loosely on a real life incident 

(several actually -- depending on where you're from), the movie interweaves 

multiple plot lines pitting various townsfolk against the philosophies and 

hypocrisies of their churches. 

More and more people jumped at the chance of getting on the bandwagon,

 including veteran cinematographer Dan Stoloff, talented production designer, 

Galen York, and the top casting director in the state of Texas, Jo Edna Boldin. 

Then the fun really began. Sixty-three speaking parts had to be cast. Houses 

had to be painted to accommodate the Hi-Def technology. A pier had to be built. 

A local town needed to be bribed and paid off. Special contracts with the Unions 

had to be negotiated, including a SAG Diversity in Casting Agreement. Biblically 

induced storms had to be recreated. A riot scene needed to be choreographed. A 

live buzzard needed to cloak on camera. 

Principal photography ended after 23 days of shooting, followed by 6 months of 

Post-Production. Robert Hein, a top New York sound editor, completed the sound 

edit at Sound One, the leading mix facility in New York City. The final film out to 

35mm was completed on an Arri Laser at Postworks, also in New York. 

                                            Cast list/bios
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Myk Watford
Sheriff Lou Dawson

Myk hails from the woods of Northern Alabama and came to New York after 6 yrs of classical training at  University of Utah and with Michael Khan's Shakespeare Theatre in Washington DC.  Theater credits in 
New York include The Glory of Living with Anna Paquin, directed by Phillip Seymour Hoffman, the award 
winning musical, Hank Williams; Lost Highway at the Little Shubert Theater and more recently in the 
Tony award-winning play Take Me Out at the Walter Kerr Theater. Myk's film resume includes Paul 
Schrader's Forever Mine, Spider-Man, Marci X and Praire Home Companion to name a few. Other roles 
include Law & Order SVU, The Sopranos, Third Watch, and Hack. Myk plays guitar and sings for the 
band, Utah Mafia which just released their first full-length release Folk Salad!
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Anjanette Comer
Vernalynn Cunningham

With a diverse and accomplished career spanning more than four decades of stage, TV, and film roles, Anjanette Comer has often played women buffeted by the troubled world around them. Miss Comer's first feature, Quick Before it Melts, is a comedy about a woman brought to an Antarctic research station. That same year she starred in The Loved One as a woman who commits suicide by embalming herself! Other starring roles include The Appaloosa opposite Marlon Brando and Guns for San Sebastian with Anthony Quinn and Charles Bronson. More recently Anjanette played Peter Gallagher's mother in Steven Soderbergh's noirish The Underneath, and had a lead role in the TV movie, The Pennsylvania Miner's Story. Miss Comer currently resides in Texas where she continues to take challenging roles. 
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Buck Taylor
Old Man Nickles

Veteran actor, member of the Cowboy Hall of Fame, and award-winning western artist, Buck Taylor has been working as an actor for more than 40 years. Recognized for his portrayals in such acclaimed television series as Gunsmoke (where he played the gunsmith, Newly O'Brien, for 9 years), and Dallas, and films such as Tombstone (with Kurt Russell & Bill Paxton), Wild Wild West (with Will Smith and Salma Hayek), and Gods and Generals (with Robert Duvall). In Screen Door Jesus, Buck portrays the curmudgeonly Old Man Nickles. He was recently in The Alamo (with Dennis Quaid 
and Billy Bob Thornton) and The Wendell Baker Story (with Luke & Owen Wilson). 
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Cynthia Dorn
Mother Harper

A native Texan, Cynthia has performed for over 20 years as a stage, radio, television and film actress. Her television credits include The Con (with William H. Macy & Rebecca DeMornay), For the Love of Zachary (with Vanessa Redgraves & Valerie Bertinelli), and A Woman of Independent Means (with Sally Field). On the big screen, she was Esther in The Rookie (with Dennis Quaid), and a judge in Miss Congeniality (with Sandra Bullock). Recent independent features include a role as the FBI agent in The Anarchist's Cookbook, and the put-upon Mother Harper in Screen Door Jesus. Miss Dorn had done narrations for the Women's Suffrage Museum, and is a founding member of the performing arts ensemble New Arts Six. 
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Richard Dillard
Mayor Roy Huckaby

Richard Dillard received his acting training in LA, studying with the renowned George Schdanoff's LA
Theater Company (Schdanoff was a colleague of Michael Checkhov, who trained personally with 
Konstantin Stanislavski at the Moscow Art Theater for 16 years). Richard's career spans more than 25 
years of stage, screen, and television work and his acting credits include feature films such as The 
Rookie, Dazed and Confused, Rocket Man, The Newton Boys and Cadillac Ranch. He has co-starred in 
television mini-series including Texas Justice (with Heather Locklear) and Woman of Independent Means
(with Sally Field). Other TV work includes stints on Dallas and Walker, Texas Ranger. Richard was most

recently in the PBS production of Dangerous Sky. 
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Scarlett McAlister
Ronnette Wilkins

With more than 30 film and television roles, Scarlett is poised for a breakthrough. In Screen Door Jesus, Scarlett plays Ronnette Wilkins, a bar-trash singer scheming to blackmail the town's mayor. Her other recent film work includes principal roles in The Bells of Innocence (with Chuck Norris), The Anarchists Cookbook, Ron Howard’s The Missing. She can be seen in the upcoming Astronaut Farmer and Blood Rayne 2.   In addition to acting, Scarlett is a dedicated equestrian who works as competitor, trainer, instructor, and coach. 
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Mark Dalton
Duane

An accomplished musician, stunt performer, and athlete, Mark has had lead roles in more than a dozen 

TV shows and feature films. Film work includes supporting roles in Interview With a Vampire, Natural 
Born Killers, Desperado and a recurring role on Walker, Texas Ranger.  
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Silvia Moore
Joycie

Born in Rockford, Illinois, Silvia is multi-talented actor, singer and model. Silvia made her professional stage debut at the age of twelve in the Latin Operetta Noyee's
Fludde in the leading role of Mrs. Jaffe.  Stage work includes the Broadway Production of The Me Nobody Knows with Tisha Campbell with TV work including a starring role as Alfree Grimes on Walker Texas Ranger. In 1999 she was crowned Mrs. Los Angeles County and placed in the top 10 of Mrs. California. Silvia made her feature film debut as Joycie in Screen Door Jesus and can be seen in the upcoming films City Girls and A Taste of US: the Movie. 
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Kirk Davis
Writer, Director

Born and raised in Memphis, TN, writer/director Kirk Davis preached his first sermon at 10, read 
Nietzsche and drank his first bottle of Jack Daniels at 15, studied Faulkner at 20 and his first novel at 

22.  Inspired by Kubrick, Bergman, and Fellini, he gave up novel writing and moved to New York City to
pursue more open-ended and lyrical kinds of stories for the screen. 

He utilized his unusual childhood and adolescent experiences as a southern preacher--and his 
subsequent deprogramming followed by his life as a writer/performer for the NY comedy sketch troupe Tunnelvision - to bring Screen Door Jesus to life. Adopting and interweaving a similar cinematic 
technique to author Christopher Cook's lyrical voice, the film attempts to encompass and express the 
scope of southern religion within several interconnected story lines: the good, the bad, and the ugly that religion inherently possesses. 

An MFA recipient from Columbia University's Film Program, Kirk has written and directed two short films,
Redemption, and Prisoner of the Shallow End, along with co-writing the mock-doc Show Me the Aliens! 
This is his first feature. He lives in Hell's Kitchen. 
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Elzbieta Szoka
Executive Producer

Born and raised in Lodz, Poland, Elzbieta Szoka spent her childhood "breathing the magic air" of the Lodz Film School, which produced Roman Polanski, Andrej Wadja, and Krzysztof Kieslowski among others. 

As an adolescent, Elzbieta fell in love with film and Brazilian culture after seeing several movies from the Cinema Novo movement (Glauber Rocha, Nelson Perriera dos Santos). Her passion led her to Warsaw where she studied Latin American Literatures and Cultures, and later to Brazil where she completed her Master's Thesis on Umbanda, an Afro-Brazilian syncretic religion. 

Her Master's completed, Elzbieta returned home to Poland to find it held under the strict marshal law of General Wojciech Jaruzelski. Unable to pursue her film career because of the total isolation of Poland in the 1980's, Elzbieta traveled to Portugal and later the United States, where she continued her education, receiving her PhD in Brazilian Studies from the University of Texas. 

Her accomplishments include editor, publisher, and professor at Columbia University - where she developed the Portuguese Program. Her most recently published book is the anthology Fourteen Female Voices from Brazil, containing works and interviews by contemporary Brazilian women writers. Elzbieta  is the co-executive producer, along with her husband Joe Bratcher, on Screen Door Jesus. 
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Sam Adelman
Producer/Editor

Sam Adelman has worked in the editing rooms of over fifty features, for such directors as Sidney Lumet, Nora Ephron, Robert Redford, Susan Seidelman, Andrew Bergman, Ed Harris, Roger Michel, and Ted Demme (Monument Avenue). 

A graduate of the SUNY Purchase Film Department, he founded S.T., an audience-fueled critiquing workshop that brought together writers and actors for weekly readings of new plays and screenplays. 

Usually taking place between freelance editing jobs, there were over 100 readings spanning a 5 year period. Participants and supporters included Hal Hartley, Elizabeth McGovern, Robert Burke, Edie Falco, Robert Clohessy, Stanley Tucci, Steven Weber, and J.D. Zeik (Ronin). 

He is also the editor of the Sundance film Roberta, (2000), as well as Crooked Lines, (2003), winner of the Audience Prize at the Williamsburg Film Festival and Changing Lanes (Starring Ben Affleck). His favorite job was for the American Museum of the Moving Image, their annual celebrity tribute, gathering film clips and watching all of Al Pacino's movies with Al Pacino. He lives in New York City with his wife, Jessica, and their 6-year-old masterpiece, Charlotte. Screen Door Jesus is the first film he's produced. 
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Joe W. Bratcher III
Executive Producer

A native of Austin, Texas, Joe W. Bratcher III was born the same day as Beethoven, with a book in one hand and a golf club in the other. A fervent musician, Joe studied piano -- becoming an accomplished player -- in addition to mathematics and philosophy and considered becoming a Catholic priest, a professional golfer, and mathematician before following his theoretical inclinations and studying philosophy at Tulane University. 

After graduating from Tulane, Joe continued his studies at The University of Texas. It was while completing his PhD in Literary Criticism that he met his wife Elzbieta Szoka to whom he has been happily married since 1987 and with whom he is raising his two sons. 

A strong supporter of social change, Joe is a generous sponsor of global organizations such as Amnesty International and local organizations including The Little Orchestra Society in New York City - a group that provides instruments, lessons, and support to disadvantaged youth who desire to pursue music. 

Joe's creative interests led to his founding and editing The Dirty Goat, a literary and art journal in 1988 and HOST Publications which publishes authors from around the world whose work might otherwise go unnoticed in the United States. It was in one of these works that Joe saw the promise of a feature film and after almost 2 years of development, Joe served as executive producer on Screen Door Jesus. 
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David Stuart
Producer

After gaining his degree in psychology from the University of Florida, David relocated to New York and began working for the IBM start up Prodigy Services Company. His four years at Prodigy proved to be a staging ground for his future film work, as David became one of Prodigy's top producers, winning company wide recognition and multiple awards. 

In 1994, David left Prodigy to pursue filmmaking, where he began by volunteering at the NYC Mayor's Office of Film, Theater & Broadcasting under Richard Brick. A few months, later David was accepted into Columbia University's Graduate Film Program. David's interests led him to production, working at all levels from PA to grip, location manager to assistant director, and production manager to producer. 

In 1999 David served as co-producer on a combination live action/animated indie feature Marisa and has never looked back. David's career has included producing the recent indie feature Screen Door Jesus, shot on the emerging Hi-Def 24p format (as was Spy Kids II), which premiered at the 2003 Hampton's International Film Festival. In addition, he served as Line Producer on the recently released Washington Heights (with Tomas Milan and Manny Perez). David is currently developing an hour-long dramatic television series and an independent feature film titled Moody Blue. 
Daniel Stoloff
Director of Photography
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Daniel Stoloff has been shooting commercials, films, and music videos for over 20 years. Features include the acclaimed Tumbleweeds, which won a Golden Globe and was nominated for an Academy Award, Screen Door Jesus, and the documentary Vagina Monologues for HBO Films. More recently, he was the D.P. on The Miracle, starring Kurt Russell for Walt Disney Films and Mini’s First Time. Daniel currently splits his residence between Los Angeles and Montauk, New York. 
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Jo Edna Boldin
Casting Director
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Jo Edna Boldin has done principal casting out of Texas for feature films, series, miniseries, MOW's, and commercials for over 20 years. Her specialty is being able to successfully find Texas talent for roles originally destined for New York or Los Angeles. Feature credits include Screen Door Jesus, The Life of David Gale, Miss Congeniality, Spy Kids, All The Pretty Horses and Sin City. 
Max Lichtenstein
Composer
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Max Lichtenstein began his musical career as a record producer, working with artists such as Mercury Rev, Hopewell, and The Silent League at his Tin Drum Studios just outside New York City. In late 1999, Max composed and recorded a selection of original music for the feature film Jesus' Son. This critically-acclaimed movie introduced Max's charismatic work to the independent film community, leading Max to create songs for the Academy Award nominated Far From Heaven and to write and record full scores for a number of feature-length projects, including festival favorite Margarita Happy Hour. Max's band, Timesbold, can be heard and seen throughout the US and Europe. For further information, visit
www.tindrum.com. 

MUSIC
[image: image49.png]



[image: image50.jpg]



[image: image51.png]




Many terrific contributions make up the soundtrack of Screen Door Jesus. In addition to the original score by Max Lichtenstein, the film includes several "live" performances by 
the group Back Porch Mary from Austin, Texas. In keeping with the spirit of the film, Back Porch Mary is truly an independent band, touring constantly and playing over 150 shows last year alone. The band has been featured in newspapers and magazines across the country all on their own accord. On Screen Door Jesus, we hear 3 tracks from their self-titled CD (available on Drygulch Records), plus the original song Come Calling On Me, sung as a duet between songwriter Mike Krug and Austin- favorite Renee Woodward. 

Also contributing to the movie's soundtrack is Johnny Reno, who wrote the vampish Screen Door Jesus Theme, and actor Myk Watford (Sheriff Dawson), who performs his original Jesus Just Left Town, which covers the end credits. This song was recorded in New York City with The Utah Mafia, featuring Drew Perkins and Steve Anthony. Rounding things out musically is another original by Ms. Woodward, The Wrong Fool, and Johnny Reno's hellraiser This Ain't The Way.


	


STORY

A small town dozes fitfully beneath the velveteen black of a deep East Texas night, as a sudden summer storm brings flashes of lightening, lashes of rain and an apocalyptic downpour of hail. In the midst of it all, a screen door slams shut and seems to latch itself preternaturally as the camera floats away…

We then meet our protagonist, the town of Bethlehem, Texas itself. Loyal to God, Texas, and America - in that order, the town is out on a Sunday morning and off to church. As our poor, almost all-black Pentecostal church celebrates God's love by dancing in the aisles, across town in a large quiet ivory church, our almost all white Baptists silently scour the text of the New Testament for hints at immortal salvation. Little do they know that the name they utter in their prayers is perhaps late to be discovered on Old Mother Harper's screen door.

As we meet the idiosyncratic characters that populate the town, each of the various conflicts is illuminated.  There's George Herbert, the bank president, unnerved to discover Harvey Collins staring at him during the Good Samaritan sermon.  Not that it matters, of course, but Harvey is the church's only black member. It turns out that not only does Harvey need a loan to get his truck fixed; his wife is also ailing with cancer. It is of course George's duty as president of the First National Bank of Bethlehem to deny the loan based on Harvey's spotty credit history (and make it clear that it's not because he's black).  But as his brother in Christ--and a brother in need-his duty is quite another matter. "Well, every good parable has more than one meaning," says George as he denies the loan.

Enter Old Man Nickles, the Boo Radley of Bethlehem.  With his moonshine and junked-out front yard, Nickles flaunts the manicured conventions of his neighbors, including Old Mother Harper who lives across the street. People just assume that Nickels hates Harper because she is black. In reality, he hates everyone regardless of race, color, or creed. This is illuminated when a cross section of humanity turn up to invade his property to stare at Mother Harper's screen door.  "I've got a Lawn Jockey Moses in my backyard. Bunch of horseshit!" Nickels mutters in defiance.

Mother Harper, however, feels as if the spirit of the Lord has descended on her home. Even though some folks just ain't got no home trainin', and don't understand that the door takes natural light.  It's her door after all.  And then there's the mob that of sick folk that can't help themselves from rolling their wheel chairs all over her prize winning gladiolas. It's like the door is a cursing in disguise! Don't they understand?  Why, it's like they ain't got one ounce of Christian love-just a bunch of folks tryin to pray the loudest.  As a matter of fact, she's got a good mind to tell em all to go straight to hell-that'd get rid of em!

Sitting on tree limb watching all the insanity is Kid Ogden, late of Houston, visiting his grandparents.  He's made friends with Robroy Conroy, a black kid his own age, and they've had a blast making fun of the believers since "Jesus" showed up.  Except lately

Robroy's mother has gotten sick, and he doesn't seem to be too interested in mocking other people's pain.  As a matter of fact, he seems to be seeing something more than just the battered worn screen.

Back at home Robroy's grandmother Momma Nell has always been in charge.  Some people are religious, but she's just eat up with it.  She has never really taken a shine to her son's wife, Joycie. But Robroy's mother is a fighter, and never lets Momma Nell push her around, even when Momma Nell tells her she had a vision from God that she would turn into a Serpent for her sins.  It's just a little strange how right after that Joycie started getting sick with the green fungus.  And Momma Nell thinks medicine is a sin…

Meanwhile, down at the Drunk Tank, nobody knows your name and nobody's glad you came.  Duane, the ex-con that took up with the mayor's secretary Ronnette, is onstage with his band the Renegade Ohms.  Ronnette is glaring at him angrily because he never lets her sing with him. And he won't help her blackmail the mayor so they can get some money and move to Dallas and be together. She's got the Mayor eatin' out of her hand! But he don't ever do nothing. He just works at that stupid security guard job. "Somebody's gotta buy the pot around here," retorts Duane.

At the Ecumenical Center, Hank Jeter stands guard as a group of protesters march around shouting anti-homosexual slogans.  Why would they be here?  That Bible conference?  But how could they be talking about homosexuality like it might be alright?  It says plainly in the Bible it's a sin.  Hank decides to ask the other guard Duane.  Even though he's been to jail he seems to be pretty bright about that religion stuff. But Duane's got his own ideas about religion-he even says Jesus became something different once people started worshipping him. Either way, those theologians better not be sayin it's okay to be a homo-then Hank might just have to step in and do something!

The night of the storm two Roughnecks come rolling into town with a new kind of treasure map-a geological survey map of the area.  It seems there's quite a bit of oil under the town. Harvey Collins, as upstanding as he is, has called em in on the deal because he's desperate for money.  His loan's been rejected so he has no choice but to slant drill under the town for the oil. Is it okay to do something you know is a sin in order to save yourself? Maybe God will understand.  Then again maybe he won't. And it's risky-they'll all go to jail if they get caught.  And Harvey has a bad feelin'…

See what happens and whether the Screen Door Jesus can save the town from itself.

