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SHANGHAI RED







SYNOPSIS
Directed by Oscar L. Costo

Tag Line: She never meant to hurt anyone…. 
SYNOPSIS:

Meili (Vivian Wu – “The Pillow Book”, “Joy Luck Club”, “Heaven & Earth”)  is a young, contemporary mother who balances family life with her work as an interpreter. Her world changes dramatically when her husband is suddenly shot dead on his way to sign a joint-venture contract with an American company headed by corporate troubleshooter, Michael (Richard Burgi – “Desperate Housewives, “24”, “The Sentinel”). Now this simple woman enters a web of deceit, love and guilt in modern day Shanghai changing her into an Angel of Vengeance in this time bending murder mystery.

Rating: R

TECH SPECS:

SHANGHAI RED


Directed by:  Oscar L. Costo
Starring: Vivian Wu, Robert Burgi, Kenny Bee, You Ge & Honglei Sun
Running Time: 98 minutes
Format: 2:35 Scope (35mm)

Sound: Dolby Digital

Rating:  R

Country: USA and CHINA

Language: English and Mandarin

Website: www.shanghairedmovie.com  
Genre: Murder Mystery

DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT
By Oscar L. Costo
I started traveling to China in 1993 and instantly fell in love with the people and their energy; it was truly love at first sight. In the past twelve years I have been privileged to witness incredible changes in the People’s Republic of China and especially the coast city of Shanghai. The alleys that were the center of life are disappearing and becoming western malls and apartments.  Skyscrapers reaching towards the heavens spring up on a daily basis followed by the commercially intrusive and eye-souring signage of westernization.  Modesty and centuries of tradition have taken a back seat to an aggressive and newly found desire to acquire power, wealth, and modern luxuries; in some cases, it has even led to murder.

          In the last seven years the identity of the city has changed so drastically that even most foreign visitors find it insulting.  My reason for writing and directing “Shanghai Red” doesn’t come from what is obvious to the eye but rather from what is unseen.  The accelerated pace of renewal and its confrontations with tradition causing conflict amongst the populace is what interests me most.  My story revolves around a young woman, the mother of an eight year old, caught in-between the walls of modernization and the dwindling traditions of the past.  Guilt residing in her conscience over the death of her husband and caused by her own greed eventually leads her to lead a double life of deception.

       I have always been fascinated with the question of what drives a man or woman to succeed by doing what is morally wrong?  Is it blind ambition or just greed? Circumstance, maybe?  Or is it simply a combination of all three?  Whatever it may be, it is my belief that, even though our actions sometimes betray who we really are, the basic good in each of us triumphs in the end.  It is thematic throughout my story and the conflict driving my characters.

     I chose to shoot “Shanghai Red” in a more traditional, simplistic way for just these same reasons.  Putting emphasis on the narrative through “see all” anamorphic lenses gives me the ability to have the audience share the experience of change with me.  Its wide perspective gave me a full view of the inner workings of Chinese modern society by exposing my characters in full and the city in architectural flux.

     Inspired by my inner struggles experienced by my own mother and family during the culture shock of our immigration to the United States from Cuba, “Shanghai Red” was a story I needed to tell.  Struggles to adjust to new demands placed on the people by governing societies fill the pages of historical lore and the changes taking place will soon be a chapter.
THE CAST AND CREW:

VIVIAN WU
VIVIAN WU (MEILI ZHU) is not only the star of SHANGHAI RED but the Producer as well! Born in Shanghai, China, Vivian (Wu Jun-Mei) as she is known by her friends and fans in China) began her acting career at age sixteen in Shanghai Film Studios’ production of LONG LIVE YOUTH. Ms. Wu worked in numerous productions in Shanghai before she was discovered by Bernardo Bertolucci in his Oscar Award winning epic, THE LAST EMPEROR. Her portrayal of WenXiu won Vivian international acclaim. 

Migrating to the United States Vivian attended University to further her education and took acting roles in SHADOW OF CHINA and IRON AND SILK. Other additional roles include Oliver Stone’s HEAVEN AND EARTH, Peter Greenaway’s 8 ½ WOMAN and Wayne Wang’s acclaimed THE JOY LUCK CLUB. She also starred in Peter Greenaway’s Official Cannes Selection THE PILLOW BOOK with Ewan McGregor.  She has done TV appearances on Highlander, JAG, Tales from the Crypt, Vanishing Son and recently The Ghost Whisperer. Other feature film appearances include the upcoming CHINAMAN, the Special Jury Prize Winner of the Sundance Film Festival “Eve and the Firehorse”.  

Shanghai Red marks her producing debut. 
RICHARD BURGI
In a career that spans from TV to movies Richard Burgi is a jack of all trades who started out on plays in New York City before moving to Hollywood where he hit his stride in his thirties. As Michael Johnson in Shanghai Red Richard stars as the intriguing American at the center of the story. Most people will remember him from TV’s 24 or Desperate Housewives. Other notable credits include IN HER SHOES with Toni Collette and Cameron Diaz, STARSHIP TROOPERS 2 and FUN WITH DICK AND JANE starring Jim Carrey. 

Richard still has devoted fans of the TV shows “Viper” and the “Sentinel” but his most recent foray back into TV is on CBS new hit – “Harper’s Island” as Thomas Wellington.

SUN HONG-LEI
A fast rising star of Chinese cinema, Sun Hong-Lei starred in the Chinese blockbuster martial arts film SEVEN SWORDS, Zhang Yiumou’s THE ROAD HOME, Zhou Yu’s TRAIN opposite Gong LI, John Woo’s BLOOD BROTHERS, MONGOL: THE RISE OF GENGHIS KHAN and in the upcoming RED CLIFF, AMAZING TALES and the GREAT KHAN. 
ROGER YUAN

Roger Yuan is an accomplished martial artist who was a former student of Chuck Norris and Benny Urquidez. He got his start as a stuntman in movies such as Blade, Escape from LA, Beverly Hills Ninja dn the upcoming Black Dynamite. He made a successful switch over to actor opposite Jackie Chan in SHANGHAI NOON, BATMAN BEGINS, BULLETPROOF MONK, VAMPIRES, SYRIANA and DARK KNIGHT. He can be seen in the upcoming films – BLACK DYNAMITE opposite Michael Jai White, CHANDNI CHOWK TO CHINA opposite international star Akshay Kumar and in THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT starring Rick Yune. 

GE YOU
GE You has earned both critical and popular acclaim for his unique work in a variety of memorable roles including Zhang Yimou’s HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS, Chen Kaige’s THE PROMISE and the Oscar Nominated FAREWELL, MY CONCUBINE. He was awarded the “Best Actor” by the Cannes Film Festival for his role in TO LIVE. Recent credits include the Chinese films  A WORLD WITHOUT THIEVES, GASP and THE LEGEND OF THE BLACK SCORPION. Other roles include CELLULAR and the upcoming THE NOBLES. 

KENNY BEE
Kenny Bee is best known to audiences as a member of Hong Kong’s premiere seventies rock band, THE WYNNERS. He has worked with Hong Kong directors, Tsui Hark, John Woo and Stephen Chow. Most notably Kenny has appeared in FIST OF FURY, KUNG FU HUSTLE, in Tsui Hark’s CHINESE GHOST STORY and THE CHINESE FEAST, John Woo’s HARD TARGET as well as other Chinese hits -- DRIFT RACER, INITIAL D and IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE. 
	About the Filmmakers:
OSCAR LUIS COSTO – Born in Havana, Cuba Oscar Luis Costo immigrated to the U.S. at the age of six with his mother and sister. After college Oscar won a Young Writer’s competition and was awarded a scholarship for the new Masters program at the University of Las Vegas, Nevada. He worked graveyard shifts at the Silverbird casino as a Black Jack and Roulette while going to school during the day. I don’t think I slept in two years. But I knew deep in my heart that this opportunity would lead me to my goal of making movies.  

And it did. Oscar has worked his way up the production ladder to his current 27+ producing credits starting with co-producing feature films and television including MIDLIFE CROSSING starring Faye Dunaway, WHITE LIE directed by Academy Award winner Bill Condon and SOMEBODY HAS TO SHOOT ME directed by Academy Award winner Frank Pierson. Oscar has also produced a series of CLIO award winning commercials. Oscar made his television directing debut in 1995 going on to win several GOLDEN REEL award on episodes of THE PRETENDER, SEAQUEST, NEW YORK UNDERCOVER and SLIDERS. 

SHANGHAI RED is Oscar’s feature film directorial debut which he also wrote and co-producer with star Vivian Wu. Oscar is in Pre-production on Shanghai Blue and currently produces the USA Network hit series “In Plain Sight” starring Mary McCormack.
 


ADAM KANE, A.S.C. (Director of Photography) has established himself as a highly regarded cinematographer with over 25 feature and television films to his credit.  He rocketed to acclaim when he lensed the super popular THE BOONDOCK SAINTS followed by ROMEO MUST DIE, THE MAN and LOVE & SEX. TV credits include GREY’S ANATOMY, THE WEST WING, LINE OF FIRE and HEROES. Adam got his start with THE CLEARING and CONVERSATIONS IN LIMBO. While at NYU Film School he won two Best Cinematography Awards and has done freelance work for the Associate Press and the U.S. Ski Team. 

Recent credits include THE SKINWALKERS with Rhona Mitre and RESURRECTING THE CHAMP with Josh Hartnett and Samuel Jackson.  
JEFF KNIPP (Production Designer) began his career as a set decorator for Brian Grazer and Ron Howard before moving onto Art Director on THE BEN STILLER SHOW. Other notable credits include REALITY BITES, THE TRUTH ABOUT CATS AND DOGS, THE CABLE GUY, ODD COUPLE, LIFE, GIRL, INTERRUPTED, CURSED, SPIDERMAN 2 & 3 and the upcoming THE RETURN. 

JOSH MUSCATINE (Editor) has segued from a prolific career as an editor’s assistant before landing the Editor’s job on the popular cult series NOWHERE MAN. His TV and documentary credits include SEDUCED BY A THIEF (Sean Young, Ron Perlman), SINNERS NEED COMPANY (Gail O’Grady, Daniel Roebuck), LETHAL EVICTION (Judd Nelson, Jennifer Carpenter) and CANDY STRIPERS. Current and upcoming credits include BAGGAGE with Cheryl Ladd, LEGACY with Haylie Duff, KILLER BY NATURE with Ron Perlman the series SONS OF ANARCHY. 

RANDY MILLER (Composer) got a prestigious degree in composition from Boston’s Berklee College of Music where he studied piano with Madame Chakoff. He got his start orchestrating off-broadway and then on Broadway in New York before moving to Florida where he started composing for film and television. He has composed for THE OUTER LIMITS, acclaimed doc AMARGOSA, GO TIGERS!, PRANCER RETURNS, FIRESTARTER 2, SPARTACUS, ALVIN & THE CHIPMONKS, LAST TIME FOREVER and most recently WELCOME TO EDEN and JACK AND THE BEANSTALK. 

