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Watch iton MTV's LOGO Network!

MoOJAM Entertainment presents a Maurice Jamal fiim THE SKI TRIP

Daren Fleming John Rankin CassandraCruz Nathan Hale
Emanuel Xavier Haaz and Maurice Jamal
with Liz Beckham Will Blagrove ClayDrinko and Sharon Freedman

Director of Photography Laura Nespola Editor Gene Graham
Produced by Maurice Jamal Nathan Williams
Jamel Cherry lJerry W. Brown

Written and Directed by Maurice Jamal
Premiering JULY 2005!
Visit: TheSkiTripMovie.com for airdates
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SYNOPSIS

Turning 30 is a damn difficult thing to do, especially if you're Corey Brown; the average Joe whose sad life sets in motion THE SKI TRIP. 

COREY's depressed, and who wouldn't be: he's getting older, out of shape and was just dumped by his super hot boyfriend. So his friends decide to cheer him up by taking him on a fun filled weekend – Ski Trip. Starring an amazing ensemble cast who feel like they've been ripped straight from real life. First there is Corey’s best friend, the over-the-top Drama Queen, TERRY; And his sexy, smart and sassy lesbian friend NIKKI; bitchy boy toy BYRON; sex crazy CARLOS; and OMAR, the sweet boy next door, whom anyone would be a fool to not fall in love with. 

A classic American romantic-comedy about looking for love in all the wrong places and finding it where you least expect it and it’s Gay! THE SKI TRIP opens a world never seen before: the first romantic comedy starring Black and Latino gay characters. These aren't simple queer characters; they are vibrant, articulate, strong and diverse with lives just like everyone’s: complex, involved, dramatic and always hilarious.
Written and directed by Maurice Jamal (Chappelle's Show and Make My Day) against the colorful backdrop of New York City with a bold style, Jamal has crafted a film that is funny, touching, romantic, outrageous and tender.

THE SKI TRIP is making history as the FIRST Black Gay film ever on television! Set to debut on MTV's LOGO Network, MTV Networks aggressively sought to acquire the film because they believed its themes of friendship, love and discovery were universal

AWARD WINNING:
The film has played to sold out audiences, including: The New York Gay and Lesbian Film Festival and The London Gay and Lesbian Film Festival. It has since garnered numerous awards including:

BEST FILM (Jury Prize) - New Orleans Gay and Lesbian Film Festival
BEST NEW FILM - Oakland Black Gay Film




Maurice Jamal - (Corey)
If Charlie Brown and Theo Huxtable had a love child it would be Corey. This loveable Brooklyn boy is living a gay man's nightmare: he's broke, out of shape, and was just dumped by the man of his dreams. To make matters worse, today is his 30th birthday and the idea of getting older takes this average joe to the edge of comedic insanity.
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Daren Fleming - (Terry/Grenadine Ross)
This diva is the toast of every cabaret spot in Chelsea! Outrageous! Wild! Zany!...and did we say OUTRAGEOUS! Terry is Corey's no-holds barred, but good-natured best friend. This is a part-time drag queen with a heart of gold, who has big Broadway dreams.

[image: image4.jpg]



Cassandra Cruz - (Nikki)
This is one sexy lesbian fashionista. Back in college she and Corey dated briefly, real briefly. One night they spotted each other in a gay bar and they’ve been inseparable ever since. Nikki can "hold her own", as she out drinks, out dances and out "dates" all the boys.
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John Rankin - (Omar) 
He's so damn cute, ya just want to pick him up and put him in your pocket! The romantic boy-next- door. He's the type of guy who's more comfortable at choir rehearsal than the local bar. Is he too nice and too sweet for his own good? Omar's looking for true love, but when no one ever seems to notice you, will true love ever come your way?
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Emanuel Xavier - (Carlos)
Carlos is the groups resident sexual expert, with full knowledge of every website, escort, trashy mag and hot boy, from Chelsea to Harlem, The Bronx and beyond. Part-time bartender at Chi Chiz, part-time gossip, full-time drama queen who dreams of being the world’s most famous house music producer. If only he could stop chasing the boys, he might have time to chase his dreams. 
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Nathan Hale - (Byron)
Can you say "be-yuthch"!? The friend you love to hate. The one who has your hand itching to slap him. The man with a toungue like acid and a personality to match. Everybody has a "friend" like Byron. A superstar in his own mind, he's wickedly funny with a insult at the ready. The gang always wishes Byron would get his, but Byron always vows to get the man.
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Haaz - (Tyson)
That chest. Those nipples. The body that just won't stop. This fine Puerto Rican papi walks thru the club and all the heads turn. But does anyone know what's really inside his head? Is there something other than a six-pack he has to offer? His appearance on the scene sets in motion a series of events that turns their world upside down. 
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William Blagrove - (Marcus)
Corey's mysterious hot ex-boyfriend. Sexy, smart and 6 feet, 2 inches of fine! Now that's what we call hot chocolate! After he dropped Corey like a bad one-night stand, can Corey forgive him? And if so, will he and Corey get back together? What's love got to do with it?
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Co-Starring:
Clay Drinko, Liz Beckham and Sharon Freedman

CREW
PRODUCERS:
Nathan H. Williiams (Dirty Laundry, Grey, Golden and Gay)
Jamel Cherry (Locks Of Undred, Skeletons)
Jerry W. Brown (Pick Up the Mic, D/DC, Naked Souls Artist Alliance)
CINEMATOGRAPHER:
Laura Nespola (I Am Woody, Chappelle's Show)
EDITOR:
Gene Graham
DIRECTOR/WRITER:

Maurice Jamal (Dirty Laundry, Ski Trip, Chappelle Show)

Director/Writer Biography
Maurice Jamal of the smash hit series, Chappelle’s Show

 brings you his feature-film directorial debut

More than a man with creative ideas, Jamal has honed his technical skills on first-rate and cutting-edge productions including directing, acting and other production credits on the acclaimed hit, Chappelle's Show.  Some of his other television credits include Third Watch, Make My Day and Comedy Central Roasts! Denis Leary. He has worked on big

budget and award-winning films, such as, Spider-Man, A Beautiful Mind, The Guys and Kate & Leopold.  He has also directed numerous short films and music videos.

Classically trained, Jamal is a founding actor of the African-American Shakespeare Company as well as The National Black Actors' Group. He has also performed with New York's famed LaMama Experimental Theater Company as well as in both national and regional productions receiving critical praise for his performances in The Precious Damsels, Taming of the Shrew, and Oedipus.  However, performing was not enough to satisfy Mr. Jamal and he went on to direct and re-work classics like Romeo and Juliet,

Medea, King Lear and Oedipus. Jamal also has a love of contemporary theater and brought his skills to the stage adaptations of Spike Lee's film School Daze and writer Essex Hemphill's works in Up Jumped Springtime.

Currently, Jamal is in pre-production for his second film, Dirty Laundry.  He lives in Brooklyn, New York where he founded the Urban Arts Collective, which produces films from young, urban filmmakers. He supports other young LGBT filmmakers as a co-producer of the Atlanta Black GBLTQ Film Festival.  He devotes his charitable efforts to Sickle Cell Awareness, HIV/AIDS education and youth literacy organizations and

programs.
THE SKI TRIP marks his feature-film directorial debut.

Director/Writer Maurice Jamal says:

“ THE SKI TRIP is a project I needed to bring onto the screen. It really is a labor of love; borne out of the experiences of close friends and myself: the good, the bad, the romantic, the sexual and the dramatically funny. I had spent so many hours either on the end of a phone or sitting at a cafe table talking with friends about our romantic escapades and misadventures. It occurred to me that there had to be a far better, nobler way of using our experiences to help mankind. And what better way than for me to exploit those painful experiences and make a camp comedy out of them!

All kidding aside, I have always been struck that whether gay, straight, black or white we all go through the same things in our relationships; waiting for the phone to ring, smelling his old t-shirt, remembering the last kiss, wondering what went wrong.  There is a wonderful commonality in the way we laugh, cry, long for and desire that perfect relationship.

And through it all, there are: the best friends; the ones who are there to hold our hand; the ones who wipe our tears and the ones who kick us when we’re down.

I really wanted to tell this story but like so many new, young filmmakers, I was faced with having no money. None. Ultimately I decided that won’t stop me. Artists are continuously finding ways to create from nothing and I felt like I could do the same thing with a film. The support from people in the community was astounding. From gay community leaders to business and individuals, people made this film happen. There were elderly women from my church who would donate 20 dollars. Store owners who donated their spaces.

 The end result is more than just a great film. The response from people who have seen the film is more than I could have asked for. Gay men of all ages and races have told me who happy they are to see this work out there. And straight men and women have shared with me how much they were able to relate to the story. 

And that’s really the point.” 

WEBSITE: www.theSkiTripMovie.com
