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Log Line

A small farm town in Kentucky bands together to convince Dingus, the village idiot, that he will be competing in the Summer Olympic Games and that the event will be held in their town of Anvil County (Population: 43).

Synopsis

THE IDIOT is ROCKY meets O BROTHER WHERE ART THOU.  The story takes place in a Kentucky farm town rather isolated from modern conveniences.  Among the 43 people living in Anvil County is an outcast and floor mat to the other townsfolk – he is the clumsily charming DINGUS MCGRAW, dubbed Anvil’s village idiot.

Dingus’ sex starved girlfriend Excel is anxious for him to propose so that they can consummate the marriage and start a family, but Dingus has as a goal to accomplish first: to compete in the Olympics Games; A strange goal for someone with the athletic ability of a duck with a limp.  His motivation: to be worthy of Excel’s hand in marriage.  Meanwhile, there is a shake up in Anvil as MAYOR TYSON, a pretentious, smarmy Yankee, proposes bringing in big city businesses and franchises to the small community.  Excel’s father, MR. AMERSON, rejects the idea of changing their small farm town but finds himself alone in his stance.

Sparks start flying in Anvil when Mayor Tyson, who has eyes for Excel himself, hears about her plight.  He then makes a deal with Mr. Amerson that would allow him to orchestrate a prank to help Excel – but would ultimately humiliate Dingus – in return for keeping franchises out of Anvil.  The deal is made and the community starts banding together to convince Dingus that not only will he be competing in the Summer Olympics, but that the event will be held in Anvil County.

Colorful characters are set against this dry Kentucky backdrop.  From Dingus’ bitter, sarcastic, one-legged cousin CLYDE to his tough but sexy cousin LEXXUS who helps coach Dingus when he decides that he will compete in the freestyle-wrestling event.  The training is both rigorous and ridiculous as he gets ready for a potential beat down at the hands of the Mayor’s handpicked opponent, ALEKSKI “THE BEAR FROM BELARUS” CAVALENKO.

Can Dingus discover pride, earn the respect of the town, and find the self worth to be with the one he loves?  A story for the village idiot in all of us!
Team Triumph: Cast

Kristopher Turner as DINGUS MCGRAW

Gemini Award nominee Kristopher grew up in the city of Winnipeg, Manitoba. On screen Kristopher was a lead on the teen drama Instant Star as Jamie Andrews, and recent television movie credits include: Me and Luke, opposite Academy Award Winner Louise Fletcher, for which he received his Gemini nomination for Best Lead Actor, and In God's Country opposite Kelly Rowan and Richard Burgi.  Kristopher will also appear in a starring role in the buddy comedy Without A Paddle 2.

A graduate from the University of Winnipeg as a theatre student, he started his professional career on stage in the hit Winnipeg production of Master Harold...And The Boys.  His career in TV began with a guest spot on the youth series 2030CE, and then in leads in the MTV movie Everybody's Doing It, and the b-horror The Brotherhood 3.  Now living in Toronto, Kristopher continues to work both on stage and screen. Recent credits on stage include: Two weeks, Twice a Year, for which he received a Dora nomination, and the world premiere of In Gabriel's Kitchen.

Gord Rand as MAYOR TYSON


Gord Rand is a Toronto based actor and writer.  Previous film and television credits include: Cry of The Owl, The End, Wading In, Leap Years, Sue Thomas FBEye, Regenesis, Everest ’82, Phantom Punch, Roxy Hunter and the Myth of the Mermaid, and To Serve and Protect: Tragedy at Mayerthorpe.

He has also performed on stages across North America including The Royal Alex – where he won a Dora award for his portrayal of “Uri” – a naked Ukranian plutonium dealer.  Gord was on stage most recently in New York City at PS 122 where he reprised his role as Michael Redhill in the Edinburgh Fringe winner Goodness.   He also wrote the Dora nominated plays Orgy in the Lighthouse and Pond Life.  His most recent play was The Trial of Thumbelina (Summerworks 2007).

Hailey Birnie as EXCEL AMERSON

New to the acting scene in Toronto where she accured various credits in short film roles, Hailey was given the opportunity to play Excel in her first feature film. Born in Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada, Hailey Birnie spent the majority of her childhood playing a variety of sports and enjoying the northern outdoors. As an avid curler and soccer player, she became a national level competitor in both sports. Hailey attended the University of Alberta in Edmonton, Alberta, where she completed her Business Degree with Distinction. This would come in handy when joining as a Producer on Dingus. Hailey currently lives and works out of Vancouver, British Columbia.

Frank Moore as TOM AMERSON

Born in Bay-de-Verde, Newfoundland, Frank Moore is no stranger to Canada’s entertainment scene.  Perhaps most familiar and notorious for his work on stage, including Toronto’s first version of Hair, he has starred and sung in Les Miserables, Tommy, The Drowsy Chaperone, and many more.

On the big screen or little screen, you would recognize Frank in Owning Mahowny, Face-Off, The Far Shore, Earth: Final Conflict, Nuremberg, and more.
Melissa-Jane Shaw as LEXXUS

MJ is an actor, producer and choreographer based out of Toronto.  Most recently MJ has teamed up with Howie Mandel in pranking unsuspecting victims in This Is Howie Do it.  You can hear MJ as the voice of Sajuica on YTV’s hit animation series Erky Perky and see her on W Network’s What’s Cooking on which she had a long stint as segment host. Select film & TV credits include: Care Bears III (Nelvana), Hot Rain (Mayhem Prod.), Broken Crown: A Fairy Rhyme (One Inch Punch Prod.), It’s Me Gerald (Showcase), Kojak (USA), Then They Were Made of Stone (Systematic Prod.), The Robert Hansen Story (Fox) and Black Hole High (Brewster Prod). 

Selected theatre credits include: Lust Labour’s Lost: A Rock Musical and Looney Bin (Toronto Fringe, Award Winners), George & Gracie (Maritime/Ontario Tour), Spotlight Broadway and Batucada (Netherlander Entertainment, NYC), Chorus Line (Stage West Calgary), Snow White (Elgin Theatre), and Hootenany (Tim Sims, Second City)

Andrew Craig as CLYDE
Having studied at Concordia University and The Etobicoke School of the Arts, Andrew Craig has been performing professionally on stage and television since he was ten. Television credits include: Are You Afraid of the Dark? and Fast Food High.  Some theatre credits include: A Christmas Carol (The Lorraine Kimsa Theatre) and Les Mots Et Les Choses.  Andrew has also worked extensively in voice over roles for animated series such as Stickin’ Around and Rolie Polie Olie.  Andrew was nominated for a Dora award for his performance in the production of Smokescreen.

He is also an aspiring singer/songwriter, and an avid break and hip hop dancer.  He can be seen performing around Toronto and area in his hip hop band Tiny Danza.
Aaron Berg as ALEKSKI “THE BEAR FROM BELARUS” CAVALENKO
2007 Coca Comedian Of The Year, Aaron Berg recently completed a supporting role in Scott Frank’s directorial debut The Lookout for Disney Films. He has been nominated for two Canadian Comedy Awards (2004-Best One Person Show, 2005- Best new Stand-up) and was a finalist at the 2002 Just For Laughs Homegrown Competition (Toronto).

As a comic Aaron has recently returned from his first tour of the United Kingdom. He tours Canada with Yuk Yuk’s, and was the first person to ever do a recurring one man show at the Yuk Yuk’s downtown Toronto club. When not creating hilarity in nightclubs he has appeared in the feature films Detroit Rock City, and Saturday Night Live’s "The Ladies Man". He has also appeared on numerous television shows including Witchblade (TNT), Street Time (SHOWTIME), 111 Gramercy Park (ABC pilot), The Eleventh Hour (CTV), and Kevin Hill (WB).

Team Triumph: Crew

Lorraine Sinclair, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Lorriane has a long track record of knowing a good investment when she sees one.

Corey Surge, WRITER, DIRECTOR, AND PRODUCER

Corey has been creative writing since he was old enough to hold a pencil and his love of story telling eventually led him to write for the screen. Following the shaky Video 8 camera high school days (though worthy enough of a Media Award and an Ontario Scholar honor), Corey shot several shorts and cut his teeth in directing at film school and then moved on to the next goal: to write and direct a feature-length film. 

Having completed his first feature, Corey continues his quest to learn and grow in the film business and looks forward to developing his next film. He is also collaborating with Dingus cast members Gord Rand and Melissa-Jane Shaw on a half-hour comedy television series concept.

Hailey Birnie, PRODUCER

New to the acting scene in Toronto where she accured various credits in short film roles, Hailey was given the opportunity to play Excel in her first feature film. Born in Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada, Hailey Birnie spent the majority of her childhood playing a variety of sports and enjoying the northern outdoors. As an avid curler and soccer player, she became a national level competitor in both sports. Hailey attended the University of Alberta in Edmonton, Alberta, where she completed her Business Degree with Distinction. This would come in handy when joining as a Producer on the Idiot. Hailey currently lives and works out of Vancouver, British Columbia.

Daniel Grant, DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Since graduating from the film studies program at Ryerson University, Daniel Grant has accumulated a variety of credits as a cinematographer on documentaries, music videos, commercials and feature films. In 2005, he was awarded by the Canadian Society of Cinematographers for his work on "The Peculiar Case of Dr. Alexa". His work in documentary, which has been seen at festivals worldwide, has taken him across Canada, to Europe and the Middle East.
Harold Gay, PRODUCTION DESIGNER

Hank has been working in the art department of various independent film projects since graduating from the Film program at the University of British Columbia in 2002.  He has designed a number of short period pieces that have encompassed eras from the early medieval, to the 1970s.  

His work has been seen in films that have been accepted to numerous international festivals, and has received awards for production design at the Persistence of Vision Film Festival (2001 & 2002).  His design on CFC produced “If I See Randy Again, Do You Want Me to Hit Him with the Axe?” was recently seen at the Toronto International Film Festival.

John Croft, EDITOR

Having first found his footing in digital editing by creating and cutting YouTube cult shorts, John honed his craft and knowledge of editing tools by working for a local production house doing corporate videos, music videos and the like.  John teamed up with college roommate Corey to edit his first feature, The Idiot.  Recent editing credits include the reality series Outlaw-Inlaws.

George Flores, SOUND EDITOR
A professional sound post-production engineer, Emmy nominee George Flores has over 15-years of experience creating and mixing sound for television programs, feature films, and games.  His credits include five children’s television series (over 250 episodes), several major release console video games, feature films, documentaries, as well as educational and corporate productions. His company, Quatro Sound, has had its work aired on CBC, Discovery, TreeHouse, YTV, PBS and OMNI, as well as internationally on most of the world’s TV networks. Flores was nominated for an Emmy for his work on the Gemini- and Emmy-award winning children’s program The Big Comfy Couch.

A Live Action Cartoon:
The Visual Style of Triumph
Television cartoon families seem to have two main sets of clothes: their regular attire and their church clothes.  The same philosophy was applied to the world of The Idiot.  

With the story and characters very animated and cartoonish, it made sense for our feature length comedy to implement cartoon rules.  This included each character having their own trademark wardrobe present throughout the film except for special occasions that motivated a change.

Another way we made the film more other-worldly was implementing a unique visual style.  Thanks to foresight in production design followed by the expert technicians at Technicolor, we were able to create a high contrast, high color sepration look that dialed the greens into more of a dry, gold, desatured color – all the while retaining the distinct colors of our characters and settings.  This created the perfect contrast of dust bowl Kentucky and lively, cartoonish characters.

A Bluegrass Soundtrack


Brought on board early in the project, New York City bluegrass icon Jacob Tilove set to providing the film with the majority of its score.  

Having played for various hit bluegrass bands in New York, he was tasked with rallying a crew of musicians whose collective talents churned out several original tracks that fueled the emotion of the film. Jacob is a member of New York City bluegrass band The Lonesome Trio (whose tracks are also featured in the film) alongside college buddies Ian Riggs and Ed Helms (of The Office fame). They began playing together in 1994 as part of the traditional bluegrass band, Weedkiller. Years later, the three of them reassembled in New York as the Lonesome Trio, compiling a repertoire of their own unclassifiable songs and performing them at New York venues such as the Rockwood Music Hall, Parkside Lounge, Bowery Ballroom, Irving Plaza, and Galapagos.

Additional tracks were provided by Ontario based bluegrass band Flapjack, and original music to fill in the gaps was scored by George Flores.
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