THE UNDERSTUDY






SYNOPSIS
Directed by David Connolly and Hannah Davis

Tag Line:  Life in the Big Apple can be a killer 
SYNOPSIS:
Terminally unemployed, dating challenged Rebecca (Marin Ireland) thinks she’s scored her big
break on Broadway by landing a job with the fickle Ian (Richard Kind) helping him manage the

darling diva Simone (Kelli Giddish). Instead of a dream job, Rebecca finds herself scrubbing

floors while careening from one disastrous relationship to the next. When Simone confronts her,

she “accidentally” shoves her down a flight of stairs.  Suddenly a star is born as Rebecca takes

over, but then a bigger Diva is brought in, The Great Greta (Gloria Reuben). What to do?

Kill your way to the top… 

Rating: pending

TECH SPECS:

THE UNDERSTUDY

Directed by David Connolly and Hannah Davis

Starring: Marin Ireland, Kelli Giddish, Richard Kind, Reiko Aylesworth, Gloria Reuben, Aasif Mandvi, Paul Sparks and Tom Wopat

Running Time: 104 minutes
Format: 1:78 (HD)

Sound: Dolby SR

Rating:  Pending

Genre: Comedy, Drama, Thriller

Country: USA

Language: English 

Website: www.MansionPicturesNY.com
LONG SYNOPSIS:
 
Rebecca (Marin Ireland) is a terminally unemployed actress rooming with an equally unsuccessful screenwriter, Sarfras (Aasif Mandvi). Much to the derision of her WASP family, comprising of senators (Amy Redford), judges (Peter McRobbie) and lawyers (Kerri Bishe), Rebecca ekes out a living by caring for a blind diabetic woman whilst careering from one disastrous relationship to the next. 

When invited to understudy the movie star, Simone, star of the “Drive By” trilogy, Harwin 

(Kelli Giddish), in Electra, Rebecca’s unfulfillment is compounded: despite outshining the “Queen of action movies” with her talent, Rebecca finds herself bullied or ignored by the cast and crew, including Ian the neurotic director (Richard Kind) and Alison, the duplicitous stage manager (Marcia Debonis). Her salvation appears to be in a relationship with the seemingly perfect New York Firefighter, Bobby (Paul Sparks).

As accidents start to befall the leading ladies of Electra and Rebecca’s star begins to rise, suspicion surrounds the Understudy. Can Rebecca hold onto the leading role and her freedom?
CAST OF PLAYERS:
MARIN IRELAND

Obie winner Marin Ireland is a renowned theater actress on the East Coast, starring in over thirty theatre productions which have garlanded Marin with both critical acclaim and numerous awards, including Best Lead Actress (The Independent Reviewers of New England) and her Obie for Cyclone (directed by Michael Imperioli).

In television Marin has been a guest lead in each incarnation of Law & Order but more recently has been engaging her considerable talents in film. In the last year alone, she has appeared alongside Will Smith in I Am Legend, played a supporting role in Sam Mendes’ Revolution Road, starring Kate Winslet and Leonardo DeCaprio, stars in Jonathan Demme’s Rachel Gets Married, as well as Jodie Markell’s The Loss Of A Teardrop Diamond and John Krasinki’s directorial debut, Brief Interviews With Hideous Men and the HBO Mini-Series Mildred Pierce..

This is face that we are going to be seeing a lot more of as the year unfolds.

PAUL SPARKS

Paul Sparks (“New York’s best kept secret” Time Out NY) has been nominated for a Drama Desk Award four times in the last five years for his theater work which includes: Orange Flower Water; Landscape of the Body; Bug; Take Me Out and Essential Self Defense.

On television he has appeared as a guest star in Law & Order and was a series regular in Brotherhood.  Other television includes Third Watch, Trinity and Guiding Light. 

Recent films include: Jonathan Demme’s Rachel Gets Married; Charlie Kauffman’s directorial debut, Synedoche, New York; alongside Mel Gibson in Edge of Darkness and currently stars as Mickey Doyle in HBO’s acclaimed series – BOARDWALK EMPIRE.

AASIF MANDVI
Aasif is currently a correspondent for The Daily Show with Jon Stewart on Comedy Central. 

Aasif Mandvi’s other credits include: the title role in Merchant-Ivory’s The Mystic Masseur; Spiderman 2; Music and Lyrics; The Seige; Analyse This; Random Hearts; Freedomland; Eddie; Die Hard 3; ABCD;  American Chai; Undermind; The War Within; Sorry Haters; Jericho; E.R; The Soprano’s; Sex and The City; Oz; C.S.I; Law & Order; Ed; Nash Bridges; The Bedford Diaries and Tanner on Tanner directed by the late Robert Altman. Other upcoming features include Pretty Bird (Sundance 2008), Eavesdrop and Ghost Town.

Stage credits include: his critically acclaimed One-Man Show Sakina’s Restaurant (OBIE Award); the Broadway revival of Oklahoma!; Homebody/Kabul At B.A.M; Trudy Blue; Death Defying Acts; The Brave; Surburbia; Einstein’s Gift and the political docu-drama, Guantanamo.

Regional theatre credits include: The Steppenwolf Theatre; The Mark Taper Forum; The Bush Theatre in London and The Williamstown Theatre Festival.

KELLI GIDDISH
Kelli, a talented and beautiful actress who’s adept at both drama and comedy, had a recurring role on FX’s hit show Damages has been guest leads on both Law & Order: C.S.I and S.V.U.

Kelli starred in Boaz Yakin’s film, Death In Love (Sundance 2008) opposite Josh Lucas and Jacqueline Bissett plus the upcoming Breathless.  Previous to this she was starring on the ABC daytime soap opera, All My Children until August of last year.  Kelli has also appeared on Broadway in Bobbi Boland, playing opposite Farrah Fawcett.

Previously Kelli starred on the comedy web series, The Burg (www.theburg.tv) , followed by the Jerry Bruckheimer series Chase and the CBS hit The Good Wife. However, most fans will recognize her as the new face of LAW & ORDER S.V.U.  

RICHARD KIND
Many television viewers know Richard as Paul Lassiter, the irrepressible press secretary to the Mayor of New York on the ABC series, Spin City or perhaps as Mark, Fran’s ex-husband on NBC’s Mad About You.  Additional TV credits include stints as a series regular on Carol and Company with Carol Burnett and more recently  he has guest starred on Scrubs, Still Standing, The Division, Miss Match and Curb Your Enthusiasm with Larry David. Richard currently has a recurring role on Star Gate Atlantis. 

Feature films for Richard include as Dr. Robert Farley in the Miramax feature Spymate, the critically acclaimed The Station Agent and most recently in Clint Eastwoods Hereafter.  Richard has been seen in the independent film, Hacks and as the voice of the character Molt, the dim-witted, obnoxious grasshopper in Disney’s blockbuster animated film, A Bug’s Life. Additional film credits include a role in the Sundance film, John’s, directed by Scott Silver, as well as roles in Stargate, Mr Saturday Night with Billy Crystal and many others.

He also played Tom in the animated feature film, Tom and Jerry and now Richard can be heard in Pixar’s animated feature, Cars and Cars 2. Richard starred in the smash hit musical, The Producers as Max Bialystock at the St. James Theater in New York and in the Sondheim musical Bounce, directed by Hal Prince.

TOM WOPAT
Tom will forever be remembered as strapping, good ol’ boy Luke Duke, in the series The Dukes Of Hazzard. But his background as a classically trained vocalist is a far cry from the car crashes and simple humor that gave the series a seven-year run and afforded him the opportunity to make his debut as a director on five episodes.  

In fact, Wopat is that rare renaissance performer, equally adept at music, stage and screen — a singer who can truly act and an actor who can truly sing. After starring in Dukes from 1978 to 1985, Wopat resumed his theatrical career in 1986 with Carousel at the Kennedy Center.  Returning to New York in the early ’90s, he starred in the Tony® Award-winning musicals City Of Angels and Guys and Dolls.  In February of 1999 Wopat created the role of Frank Butler to Bernadette Peters’ Annie in the Broadway revival of Annie Get Your Gun which brought him a Tony Nomination, and spawned a nine-month cross-country United States tour of the show.  

Tom has also led and guest starred in numerous television shows including: Cybil; Crisis Center; Home Improvement; Meteorites!; Just My Imagination; A Peaceable Kingdom; The Hive; 100 Center Street; Murder She Wrote; Blue Skies and Smallville. 

Feature films include a supporting role in Bonneville starring Jessica Lange, Kathy Bates and Joan Allen and Jonah Hex with Josh Brolin and Megan Fox.

AMY REDFORD
Amy’s films include Maid in Manhattan with Jennifer Lopez, Giving It Up with Mark Feuerstein, When I Find the Ocean with Diane Ladd and Sunshine Cleaning with Amy Adams. 
Recently Amy appeared in Daisy Foote’s play Bhutan, directed by Evan Yanoulis at the Cherry Lane Theater (NYC). Other theater experience includes: The Golden Ladder; The Messenger; Touch My Face; Stuck; Who Will Carry The Word; Hello and Goodbye and The Shape of Things. 

TV credits include: Law & Order: Criminal Intent & S.V.U., The Soprano’s, Sex and The City, Dellaventura and Wonderland.

Amy recently switched to directing with her first feature film, The Guitar, starring Saffron Burrows, which premiered at Sundance 2008 and is currently hard at work on her follow up –El Americano.

SCOTT COHEN
Scott can currently be seen in the series Necessary Roughness with Callie Thorne. This followed his turn as businessman Marcus Sonti in the FOX sitcom, The Return of Jezebel James opposite Parker Posey. He was recently seen in ABC’s Cashmere Mafia with Frances O’Connor and Oprah Winfrey’s made for TV movie For One More Day, based on the book written by Mitch Albom.  

On television, he appeared as troubled detective Harry Denby on ABC’s NYPD Blue; The Wolf on NBC’s The 10th Kingdom; and the CBS miniseries about JonBenet Ramsey, Perfect, Murder, Perfect Town. Other TV credits include: Law & Order: Trial by Jury; Showtime’s critically acclaimed Street Time; The Practice; Gilmore Girls; the ABC original movie Fatal Contact: Bird Flu In America; HBO’s Gia and Gotti and Kiss My Act.  

Scott can also be seen in the films Iron Cross with Roy Scheider, Winter of Frozen Dreams with Thora Birch. Cohen starred in the hit Fox Searchlight film Kissing Jessica Stein. Other film appearances include: Jacob’s Ladder; A Brother’s Kiss; The Mambo Kings; Private Parts; Knots and Brother’s Shadow.

On stage Cohen was recently seen in Caryl Churchhill’s, Drunk Enough to Say I Love You (directed by James MacDonald) David Ives’ The Other Woman, (directed by Walter Bobbie) and A Nervous Smile (opposite Amy Brenneman and Gloria Reuben, directed by Maria Mileaf). Other stage credits include the Broadway comedy, Losing Louie (Manhattan Theater Club, directed by Jerry Zaks) and Glimmer, Glimmer and Shine (Manhattan Theater Club, with John Spencer). He has made numerous appearances at Williamstown Theater Festival appearing in: The Big Knife and La Ronde (both directed by Joanne Woodward); The American Clock and Henry IV (both directed by Austin Pendleton) and Mother Courage (directed by Gerald Freedman).

NEKO PARHAM
Neko got his start in television, working under the direction of Charles S. Dutton in the HBO multi Emmy-winning series, The Corner, playing the stand-out-role of Stanley Dinky Johnson. Since then he has been most recognized as Detective Troy Wiggins in the HBO series, The Wire as well as recurring roles on NBC’s Kingpin and CBS’s The District. Guest appearances include: Law & Order; Law & Order: S.V.U; Without a Trace; The Shield; 24 and NYPD Blue.

In 2006 Neko starred opposite Robin Givens and James Avery in the NAACP award winning, Restraining Order. Shortly afterwards he starred  in the controversial Death Of a President (Toronto Film Festival), in which he portrayed psychologically disturbed Iraqi war veteran, Casey Clayborn.  Other films include the  thriller, Julia, starring Academy Award-winner, Tilda Swinton and the Spike Lee produced hip-hop thriller, You’re Nobody Till Somebody Kills You.

DAVID MELVILLE
David Melville is the producer and star of the Travel Channel series, Lawrence of America. Other Film and TV includes: All My Children; As The World Turns; Passions; Tyrannosaurus Wrecks, Saurian; Dr. Jeckyll & Mr Hyde. 

David comes from England (Where he trained at the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art in London) but currently lives in Los Angeles where he is Managing Director of The Independent Shakespeare Company, which produces the free Shakespeare in Barnsdall Park every summer, now in its fifth year.  Performances for ISC include: the title roles in Richard II; Hamlet; Macbeth and Henry V. As well as roles in: As You Like It; The Two Gentlemen of Verona; Richard III and A Christmas Carol with Charles Dickens. 

David also appeared with Ralph Fiennes in Hamlet (Almeida, London and Broadway) and Ivanov (Almeida, London and Maly Theatre, Moscow) and with Glenda Jackson in Mother Courage at the Mermaid Theatre, London.

REIKO AYLESWORTH

Reiko is probably best known for her role as CTU Michelle Dressler in 24 for which she was nominated for two SAG awards, more recently as Julia Dupree in E.R. and recurring on Damages as Rachel Tobin and on Lost as Amy Goodspeed. She can currently be seen on SGU: Stargate Universe. Other TV credits include C.S.I.; Law & Order: S.V.U; FX Lights Out ; One Life To Live; and The West Wing. 
Films include: the upcoming BuzzKill with Darrell Hammond,  plus the films Mr Brooks; Alien Vs Predator — Requiem; Random Hearts; You’ve Got Mail; No Deposit; No Return; Childhood’s End; The Assistants,  Crazy Love and Shooting Vegetarians.

GLORIA REUBEN

Gloria Reuben is most notably known for her portrayal of HIV+ physician assistant, Jeanie Boulet, in the hit NBC series ER, a role that garnered her two Emmy nominations, a Golden Globe nomination, and multiple NAACP Image Award nominations.  Other recent series include the Steven Bochco’s TNT series, Raising The Bar a recurring part on Law & Order: SVU and Drop Dead Diva. Other television credits include: The Agency; Feast Of All Saints; Homicide: Life On The Street; Deep In My Heart and most recently the HBO film, Life Support. 

Film credits include the currently filming Steven Spielberg movie LINCOLN. Past films include: Timecop; Nick Of Time; Shaft and The Sentinel.

Gloria’s theater credits include: Conversations 

In Tusculum (Public Theatre); The Vagina Monologues; A Heartbeat To Baghdad (Flea Theater);  A Nervous Smile (Williamstown) and Stuff Happens (The Public Theater), for which she won the 2007 Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Lead Actress.  

In 2000, Reuben was a back-up singer for Tina Turner on her 24/7 Tour. Shortly thereafter she recorded her debut record, Just For You.  She has performed with Michael Feinstein (his holiday show at Feinstein’s in 2002).  One of Reuben’s favorite hobbies is to sing the Star Spangled Banner for the NY Giants, the NY Knicks and the NY Rangers.

Reuben is a committed activist in the fight against HIV/AIDS in America.  On December 1st 2004, she was honored to introduce Kofi Annan at the UN AIDS Day ceremony at the renowned Cathedral, St. John the Divine in Harlem.  In 2005, Reuben spoke at the Planned Parenthood introduction to their collaboration with the Rights Have No Borders project.  On World AIDS Day in 2006, she was a keynote speaker on Capitol Hill for prominent Congressional leaders.
KEY CREW MEMBERS:
COMPOSER, CARL DAVIS

 His early years of work provided him with the broad musical background on which he continues to draw.  In 1959 Carl and fellow student, Stephen Vinaver, wrote the revue Diversions which won him an OBIE.  When presented at the 1961 Edinburgh Festival and from there to London, Ned Sherrin commissioned Carl to compose for That Was The Week That Was, paving the way for many radio and television commissions such as the BBC’s Pride and Prejudice which was received with great acclaim all over the world.  Other programs include: The Snow Goose (Emmy Nomination); The World At War; Hollywood (Bafta Award); Cold War; The Far Pavilions (Bafta Nom); The Naked Civil Servant; Covington Cross (Emmy Nom); Silus Marner (Bafta Nom); Hotel Du Lac (Bafta Nom) and Good Night Mr Tom.  His feature film scores include: The French Lieutenant’s Woman (Bafta Award & Grammy Nom); Champions; Scandal; Ken Russell’s The Rainbow; Widows Peak; Mike Leigh’s Topsy Turvy and The Book Of Eve. 

He has composed a unique series of scores for restored prints of ‘The Silents’ originally commissioned by Channel Four in 1980. The series featured Abel Gance’s epic film Napoleon and live cinema performances of other classic films, featuring one or more of the fifty “Silent” scores he has composed, continue to take place around the world. Recently The Freshman was premiered with the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra at The Annual Silent Film Gala, presided over by Dustin Hoffman.

In 2005 Carl was awarded the CBE (Hon) by Her Majesty The Queen for the significant contribution he has made to the world of music as both Composer and Conductor over the years. He also received a Lifetime Achievement Award from BAFTA. Carl’s latest TV music can be heard in the BBC’s 5 part series of Cranford — DVD currently on release.

CINEMATOGRAPHER, JOE FOLEY
studied film at NYU and Columbia University and has been working as a cinematographer for over ten years. He has shot 11 feature films. Two of these films, Killing Time and Camp, premiered at the Sundance Film Festival. His first feature as cinematographer, Dogs: the Rise and Fall of an All-Girl’s Bookie Joint had its premiere at the Rotterdam Film Festival and sold at Berlin two weeks later. Both Killing Time and Dogs: The Rise and Fall of an All-Girl’s Bookie Joint were featured in American Cinematographer.

In the last few years Joe has shot the features. The Understudy and Goyband (a romantic comedy starring Adam Pascal, Natasha Leone and Amy Davidson). He is presently in pre-production for two more films. The first, 3 Days in Dublin (starring Heather Graham and Ray Winstone), begins shooting in June. The second, Knuckles, is a bare knuckle boxing film set in Newark set to begin shooting in the fall.

DIRECTORS, HANNAH DAVIS AND DAVID CONNOLLY
This husband and wife team started as actors (Hannah in the Academy Award Nominated Secrets and Lies and David in the West End hit A Passionate Woman). Both have produced dramas for the BBC and made several critically acclaimed shorts – A Life in the Day and The Other Side of the Mirror.

Their First feature film, which they co-wrote, produced and directed was  Mothers & Daughters aka Lovers & Other Problems.  Which lead them to a writing assignment for the UK Film Council – Wedding Town. Shortly after the pens rested this duo embarked on THE UNDERSTUDY which has already been awarded the Silver Lei for Excellence in Filmmaking (Hawaii International Film Festival), Official Selections at  the Avignon Film Festival, The Bahamas International Film Festival and closing night film at Gotham Screen in Tribeca among others. 
EDITOR, KATE EALES
Kate has been working in editing for ten years, but The Understudy marks her feature film debut as editor. Kate started in the industry after graduating from Wellesley College, and spent her first few years learning the ropes on such varied films as Todd Solondz’s Happiness, Ron Howard’s A Beautiful Mind, and M. Night Shyamalan’s Signs. In 2003, she began working with Oscar-nominated editor Craig McKay as an assistant on Jonathan Demme’s The Manchurian Candidate. Their collaboration continued over the next few years as Kate became an associate editor on Liev Schreiber’s Everything is Illuminated and ultimately co-editor on Joby Harold’s Awake, starring Jessica Alba and Hayden Christianson. Kate went on to work as an additional editor on Talia Lugacy’s Descent, which premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival in 2007. She has since taught The Art of Editing at the Edit Center in New York, and most recently finished cutting her second feature, Tickling Leo, directed by Jeremy Davidson and produced by Mary Stuart Masterson.
PRODUCTION DESIGNER, DEANA SIDNEY
Deana graduated from NYU after studying theatre, Shakespeare and Dante. She spent some time in front of the camera then segued into design with a business that designed parties and gardens for the rich and corporate from Calvin Klein to MOMA. She then moved into the film business, first as a greens specialist and later into the art department moving quickly into production design. 
She felt immediately at home here as production design combined her love of the visual with dramatic interpretation. Deana has done 20 films including: Nowhere To Go But Up (starring Audrey Tatou, Justin Theroux and Meg Tilly); Wolves of Wall Street (starring Eric Roberts); Signs and Wonders (starring Charlotte Rampling and Stellan Skarsgard); King of The Jungle (starring Rosie Perez and John Leguizamo); Prince of Central Park (starring Kathleen Turner, Danny Aiello, and Harvey Keital); Sunday (starring David Suchet, Lisa Harrow and Jared Harris) which got the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance and Undermind (starring Sam Trammel) which won at Stonybrook. She loved the creative team for The Understudy and had a wonderful time working on the film.
