WHITE RAINBOW





SYNOPSIS
Directed by Dharan Mandrayar 

Tag Line: The real story of widows in today’s India.

SYNOPSIS: Inspired by true events is the story of Priya (Sonali Kulkarni – Bride & Prejudice), a beautiful, affluent young woman suddenly widowed and left to fate. Alone in a land of extreme contrasts, she seeks peace in the “City of Widows”, but instead of finding solace, Priya finds a cruel world filled with brutality. Despondent, she meets three remarkable women and together they embark on a journey of empowerment as they fight for the rights of the widows of India in this ultimately hopeful and uplifting story.

 (English, 94 minutes)

Rated R

TECH SPECS:

WHITE RAINBOW

Directed by Dharan Mandrayar

Starring: Sonali Kulkarni, Amardeep Jha, Amruta Subhash, Shameem Shaikh 

Runtime: 94 minutes
Format: 1:85 Flat (35MM)

Sound: Dolby SR

Rating: R 

Country: USA & INDIA

Website: http://www.WhiteRainbow.com 

Genre: Drama

Trailers:  Available
LONG SYNOPSIS:

WHITE RAINBOW is a powerful new dramatic feature film that shines a light into a dark corner of modern-day Indian life—the harrowing treatment of thousands of widows. Sonali Kulkarni, who starred in Bride and Prejudice, stars as Priya, a beautiful young woman who, after losing her husband in an accident, finds herself on an unexpected journey to help other Indian widows. Like millions of other widows, Priya finds herself shunned by her family and left with few options for the future. Hoping to find peace, Priya makes a pilgrimage to the “City of Widows”—Vrindavan, India—where she can be surrounded by other women like herself. But instead of solace, Priya finds a shockingly cruel world filled with poverty, corruption, sexual slavery and male brutality. Stirred to action by what she sees, Priya befriends three other remarkable women and makes a vow to lift them and other widows out of their hopeless lives. 

Emotional, heartfelt, and told in the intense and passionate style of a classic drama, WHITE RAINBOW is based on the true story of Mohini Giri, the leading advocate for Indian women’s rights. A land of extreme contrasts, India fascinates with its natural beauty, ancient tradition and mystery, a country where a highly technical minority coexists with a large provincial population that, despite the hype, is often still steeped in superstition and religious dogma. For generations, widows have been considered unlucky in India, abandoned by their loved ones, stripped of their jewelry and made to wear saris of white, the color of mourning. WHITE RAINBOW tackles the plight of India’s most marginalized citizens in a story that is ultimately hopeful and uplifting. 
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WHITE RAINBOW

Sunday July 16, 2006- The Deccan Chronicle

POWERFUL PORTRAYALS MARK THIS FILM

Rating (((( - Excellent

WHITE RAINBOW, which has been critically acclaimed and won several international awards, is a well made off-beat film that brings to light the plight of widows in India… The writer/director Dharan Mandrayar should be commended for taking up such a controversial subject and portraying it effectively on screen. The main reason of the film’s success is because of the film’s perfect cast. Though it is depressive at times, the director is able to bring out the harsh reality of how a widow is denied every form of dignity that she knew as a wife and mother…

Date: 07/07/2006 – The Hindu

WHERE WHITE IS THRUST ON THEM
A QUARTET THAT SURVIVES ODDS WITH GRIT: White Rainbow

Storyline: A young widow helps three others fight a barbaric system.

Bottom line: Shocking reality!

Making a film on the plight of widows in a part of our country calls for strong conviction. Creator Dharan Mandrayar and Prabhu Movies have it in plenty. Otherwise they couldn't have taken up the subject and laid bare the stigma, subjugation and disgrace the husbandless face in a so-called pious milieu. The story of four widows and their emancipation form the crux of `White Rainbow'….

Played with empathy

All the four women play their parts with sincerity and feeling.  The issues, vis-à-vis Vrindavan, exist to this day you are told and Mandrayar has managed to quietly yet firmly make a point about an anathema that needs to be addressed expeditiously. `White Rainbow' gives the clarion call. It is up to society to set the ball of redress rolling.
Hindi Song- July 22, 2006

'SHWET - White Rainbow' –
 SERIOUS ATTEMPT TO PORTRAY THE PLIGHT OF WIDOWS.

The film is a shocking revelation on the plight of the widows in Vrindavan, literally meaning heaven. However, in practical terms, the city is a hell where the widows are subjected to all sorts of pains. The film ends with a positive note suggesting that relentless fight and a strong quest for freedom could bring about change…

The film effectively attempts to highlight the plight of the widows in our society. Director Dharan Mandrayar, nephew of late Sivaji Ganesan should be applauded for the brave and sincere efforts. He has tried to portray the pathetic conditions of widowhood without restoring to stereotypes and dramatic sequences…

Sonali Kulkarni as Priya has handled the role with stunning maturity. She has proved her versatility once again. 

Economic Times – July 22, 2006
TOUCHINGLY REALISTIC

Shwet-White Rainbow is based on true events, the credits tell us. A young widow loses the will to live when her in-laws shun her…The film delivers. The actors do their bit convincingly and the movie brings out the pathos and exploitation in their lives without any vulgarity. Mandrayar’s aim is clearly to inform and educate and not titillate his audiences and that’s one of the reasons this film touches your heart. A simple narrative that makes you sit up and think, coupled with some stellar performances, makes this movie worthwhile.
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