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Synopsis:

After decades of exhaustive research, and at a cost of over a million dollars, a team of investigative filmmakers expose the shocking evidence of an international cover-up. All of the history books list the first man in space as Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin. Well, this documentary is here to prove Gagarin was NOT first. 

This chilling film unequivocally confirms another cosmonaut was in orbit then, one who crash-landed in China. The entire launch was hidden from the world for 50 years, blotted out, meant to be erased from history in a bizarre conspiracy perpetuated by not only the totalitarian Soviet government and the K.G.B., but also the U.S. Air Force and the C.I.A., all of whom had agents that had actually tracked and, to their downfall here, recorded this 'pre-Gagarin' flight. 

In addition, Gagarin's subsequent decline into mental illness and alcoholism was the result of him knowing he wasn't the first man in space, recognizing he was living a lie. The movie gives a glimpse into the appalling consequences of an international superstar’s very public mood swings and outrageously inappropriate actions while under the influence. 

More terrifying evidence is starkly presented in this film, exposing how Gagarin was murdered in cold blood by the K.G.B. — incinerated in a phony jet crash seven years after his flight into space. Here, at last, is proof, showing how Gagarin’s body was never recovered, how his whereabouts, alive or dead, are still a state secret unknown to this day — even though there was a magnificent funeral, amidst pomp and circumstance, in front of millions of viewers as the hero’s 'ashes' were touchingly placed in the Kremlin wall. All of the world’s history books will have to change to accommodate the startling new truths revealed in this remarkable film. 

Featured Cast/Interviewed Subjects: 

Dr. Sergei Khrushchev (son of the former cold war-era Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev)

Dennis Ogden (now deceased; Moscow Correspondent for the London-based communist newspaper The Daily Worker who first broke the story of a suspect space mission before Gagarin) 

Colonel Yuri Lyzlov (member of the Soviet Strategic Rocket Forces for 25 years, personal acquaintance of Lt. Gagarin)  

Racheal Seymour (former CIA political analyst in the Russian/Asian division)

DR. RICK STURDEVANT (Senior Historian, U.S. Air Force Space Command HQ)
GORDON FELLER (Soviet Historian, CEO – Urban Age Institute)
Tech Specs - Shot & Mastered:
• 1080i/24p HIGH-DEFINITION

• SURROUND-SOUND 5.1 AUDIO MIX

• FULL ORCHESTRA & CHORAL GROUP, RECORDED LIVE for all MUSIC TRACKS
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Would you be shocked to find out that the greatest moment of our recent history in space may not have
happened at all? 
…as life imitates art…or even vice-versa…
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Short Synopsis: 

• Would you be shocked to find out that the first man in space and arguably the greatest moment of our modern-day history in space occurred on April 7th, 1961, but ended up as a disaster that was covered up? 

• That the man at the center of it all, Yuri Gagarin could not handle the life of a lie, and spiraled down into a horrible state of alcoholism, depression, and mood swings…ultimately assassinated by the KGB?
All of these cutting-edge controversies coalesce in the Hi-Definition documentary 
“Fallen Idol: The Yuri Gagarin Conspiracy”

Background Info/Filmmakers’ Statement:
Elliott Gould serves as the on-screen host and narrator for Beverly Hills, CA-based documentary film company Global Science Productions’ historic exposé, “Fallen Idol: The Yuri Gagarin Conspiracy.”   

For over forty-eight years, the name Yuri Gagarin has been written into all the history books, listed as the first man in space, a hero, the greatest explorer since Christopher Columbus. But, now, brand new evidence explicitly proves otherwise: Gagarin was not the first man in space — and he lived the life of a lie.  This film confirms, beyond a doubt, the existence of a covert conspiracy and cover-up…by not only the old communist Soviet empire, but also the United States government, for very different reasons.

Global Science Productions’ founder, producer Dr. Elliott Haimoff, had gathered a veritable A-list of heavyweight talent to serve on the production team of the “Fallen Idol” 90-minute, high-definition documentary, which was 15 years in the making.  According to Dr. Haimoff, to have Mr. Gould associated with this full-length feature documentary is the ultimate case of life imitating art—or maybe even the other way around.  Gould starred in the 1978 cult-classic hit, “Capricorn One,” playing an investigative reporter who flushes out both a falsified space mission…and the subsequent scandal-ridden, government-conspired cover-up.  When Gould was first approached to join this project, he remarked, “I’m a strong believer in truth and justice, and I’ve always been an advocate for setting the records straight.”  Gould joined Haimoff’s team very shortly after learning the details of this documentary’s heretofore classified contents.

Elliott Gould has been one of America’s most prominent actors since he first arrived on the scene in the early 1970s.  Perhaps best known for playing Trapper John in Robert Altman's satirical film M*A*S*H, Time Magazine placed Gould on one of its covers, calling him “a star for an uptight age.”  Other notable film roles include Bob & Carol & Ted & Alice (which earned him an Oscar® nomination), A Bridge Too Far and The Lady Vanishes.  Gould joined such distinguished company as Humphrey Bogart and Robert Mitchum when he played detective Philip Marlowe in Altman's The Long Goodbye.  He’s hosted Saturday Night Live close to a dozen times, appearing in an episode hosted by Tom Hanks, where the two are welcomed into The Five-Timers Club, a society for serial-hosting SNL celebs.   Gould received praise for his roles in Warren Beatty's film Bugsy and in American History X.  He also co-stars in the popular remake of the “rat-pack” caper film Ocean's Eleven with its series of sequels: Ocean's Twelve and Ocean's Thirteen as Reuben Tishkoff (no relation to the producer named herein), Danny Ocean’s wily accountant. 

The flight date of the REAL “First Man In Space” mission was April 7, 1961.  This documentary is a provocative, revealing account of not only who was the true man to orbit Earth, but also how Gagarin suffered by living a falsified, fabricated life.  In addition, this film showcases startling new proof indicating that Gagarin may well have been murdered by the KGB, as told by interweaving guest-interviews with government dignitaries and the surviving relatives of several important public figures in positions of power at the time, along with first-hand eyewitness accounts.  “Fallen Idol: The Yuri Gagarin Conspiracy” endeavors to unravel an almost 50 year-old mystery, to at last set the history books straight on the rightful owner of the title "The First Man In Space."   

Dr. Elliott Haimoff, senior producer for this program, has certainly researched the Gagarin story thoroughly.  As reported back in 2002 in RealScreen magazine, in 1998 Haimoff worked on one of his first docs about the rise and fall of the Soviet space program, and then he had no idea his research would belie the existing historical record.  "We came across various U.S. State Dept. and other documents that dealt with the launch of a manned space flight before Yuri Gagarin," he explains. 

Global Science Productions spent fifteen years, traveled to six countries around the world, and at a cost of well over $1,000,000, verifying the accuracy of those documents and storylines.  Haimoff, who has a Ph.D. in Biology from the University of Cambridge in England, and worked as a research biologist at UCLA, managed to track down the highly-decorated distinguished cosmonaut, General Vladimir Ilyushin, still living in Russia.  Haimoff also learned that the U.S. Government had recorded evidence of the flight, which was never released and is still to this day considered “Top Secret.”  Haimoff confronted the U.S. National Security Agency, but it claimed the documents were still too sensitive and refused to hand them over.  Undeterred, Haimoff challenged the government in court and eventually brought to light strong evidence that Gagarin was not the first man in space.  

“This is going above and beyond being a documentary production company, and enters into the category of a crusade,” notes Haimoff. The resulting one-hour film on the “real” first man in space, The Cosmonaut Cover-Up, aired on PBS stations in the U.S. in 2000.  Later, a Virginia-based distributor secured several international sales to dozens of territories including Japan, Australia, the U.K., Germany, Hungary and the Middle East, among many others. “Fallen Idol: The Yuri Gagarin Conspiracy” picks up beyond where the last film left off…it contains even more shocking footage as well as new, solid evidence of additional bizarre conspiracies and cover-ups. 

From Day One, Dr. Haimoff was determined to sign the ‘Capricorn One’ star to this project, believing Gould to be the perfect tie-in to this documentary’s surprising premise.  For the last 20 years, Haimoff has produced over 200 award-winning, top-quality space, science, and historical TV documentaries and news segments.  After a two-year stint working as a producer at the Los Angeles PBS station KCET on a science TV series that won two L.A.-area Emmys, he formed his own production company, Global Science Productions back in 1990.  In a classic style of pulling together the best people possible for  “Fallen Idol: The Yuri Gagarin Conspiracy,” Haimoff brought together a dream-team of heavy-hitters for this history-changing program.  The impressive list of on-camera subjects and participants include: Dr. Sergei Khrushchev, son of the former cold war-era Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev; the late Dennis Ogden, Moscow Correspondent for the London-based communist newspaper, The Daily Worker, who first broke the story of a suspect space mission before Gagarin; Colonel Yuri Lyzlov, a member of the Soviet Strategic Rocket Forces for 25 years who personally knew Gagarin;  Racheal Seymour, a former CIA political analyst in the Russian/Asian division, who decided to come forward; along with other top Soviet experts and military historians.

Another one of the “super-heavyweights” Haimoff is brought on-board for this special project is two-time Academy Award®-winning special effects guru Dan Slater.  Slater worked on the EFX for such top movies as “Star Trek: The Motion Picture” as well as Steven Spielberg’s “Close Encounters Of The Third Kind.”  Slater won his Academy Awards for the development of camera motion-control technology, as well as the development of a follow-focus system for motion picture optical effects and stop-action animation.  Slater even has several patents from his work on the technical side of motion picture special effects.  Slater retired from the entertainment business back in 1989 after receiving his 2nd Academy Award, but was brought back by Haimoff for this one special program.  Slater remarked, “There were ramifications and implications of this film that seemed too significant for me to pass it by.”  Slater created the ear- and eye-popping special visual and aural effects of authentic Soyuz spacecraft and Vostok rockets for “Fallen Idol: The Yuri Gagarin Conspiracy.”

Music for “Fallen Idol” features a haunting, evocative and lush original score by music director David Raiklen, captured in the recording studio using a full, live-performing orchestra.  Raiklen has provided music for over 40 motion-picture, stage and television productions, including: The X-Files feature trailer, The Stupids, Disney's Sing Me A Story and Death and the Maiden. He attended, then taught, at UCLA, USC and CalArts, and has studied with John Williams and Mel Powel.  Raiklen, the 2004 winner of an American Music Center Composers Grant, has had his compositions performed at the Hollywood Bowl and Disney Hall.  He has worked with Dr. Haimoff for several years, previously scoring four full-length TV documentaries, "Ice Age Civilizations,” “Atlantis: Secret Star-Mappers of a Lost World,” “Dark Secrets of the Black Sea,” and “Bob Truax: The U.S. Navy’s Rocket Man.”
Additional music features two renowned Russian folk singers, recording artists Lada Boder and Ella Goncharova, who sing the childhood dirges that all Russian youngsters are required to learn by rote in school, songs proclaiming the glory of the cosmonaut every Russian man, woman and child had been (erroneously) told was the greatest hero in history, Yuri Gagarin.  Goncharova, in fact, was one of the most famous and popular Russian pop singers back in the 60s — during Gagarin’s heyday.  Both Boder and Goncharova jumped at the opportunity to perform, saying, “If a song about Yuri is going to appear on this definitive show on Yuri, then it had to be done right to begin now, it’s time.”  Originally from Russia, Lada immigrated to the United States with her family when she was 7 years old.  The daughter of a successful singer and a multi-instrumentalist, Lada followed in her parents’ footsteps in the entertainment industry, studying ballet at Julliard where she performed with Rudolph Nureyev at the Metropolitan Opera House.  A drama major at the School of Performing Arts in New York City, she moved to Los Angeles to pursue her career as a singer, dancer and actress and has since appeared in numerous films, television shows, stage productions and recording projects.  In New York she performed in the original Broadway cast of “Sunset Boulevard” with Glenn Close and in Paul Simon’s “The Capeman” with Ruben Blades and Marc Anthony.

Editor/Director Denny Hooten first studied Digital Media on a Presidential Scholarship at Otis College of Art and Design in the late 1990s.  Hooten became a Professor at Louisiana State University and was Marketing Director and Member of the Board of Directors for Africa Harvest Biotech Foundation International.  He co-authored a case study on Leveraging Biotechnology and Information Technology Solutions in Productivity Enhancement for Social Advance in Kenya and, besides receiving four Telly awards for best commercial production, he developed a feature that won the Best Film at the Fright Fest Film Festival. 

Other distinguished crew members include Samuel Martin Oldham, whose professional career began as one of the original instructors at Sherwood Oaks Experimental College.  As Syd Field puts it so eloquently in his book, 'Screenwriting’, "…it’s the most unique film school in the country,” where Oldham conducted a class for Hollywood professionals in 16mm filmmaking and moderated a lecture series entitled, "Anatomy of a Film," interviewing the stars and the makers of movies such as: Star Wars, Superman: The Movie, Alien, Poltergiest, The Empire Strikes Back and Star Trek: The Motion Picture and Return Of The Jedi.  Oldham went on to produce, write and direct several independent video productions currently screening.  He has also written a feature film currently in production, filming in South America, concerning the discovery of “El Dorado,” the lost city of gold. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

With over 25 full-length space documentaries to their credit, Global Science Productions was hailed as “far and away the leader in space exploration programs” by the international space magazine, Final Frontier.  Global Science Productions programs relieve ‘science anxiety’, educate as they entertain and stimulate rather than intimidate.  Each program offers food for thought, measures the pulse of technological progress and reveals the human side of science.  Global Science Productions is located in Beverly Hills, and can be found online at www.globalscience.biz.
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“FALLEN IDOL: THE YURI GAGARIN CONSPIRACY” 

Q&A with Supervising Producer - Dr. Elliott Haimoff

Q: Elliott, how did this documentary develop?

A: Well, this film has really been the interesting result of a variety of life’s odd twists and turns that has ended up congealing in our making this history-book-changing documentary. Way back in 1993, one of my previous business partners had come up to me and innocently suggested that we produce a PBS documentary on the old Space Race, about the astronauts who walked on the moon, since the 25th anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s moonlit stroll was to be coming up that next year, in 1994, and therefore TV people would obviously be wanting to commemorate that event so it would be relatively easy to pitch our investors on that kind of idea.  

At the time, I agreed that it was a great idea, and my researchers and I launched into doing the research for such a show.  

During the first of what became many, many trips out to the National Archives in Washington, DC, in search of space footage and documents, I happened to stumble across some obscure State Department, Department of Defense and declassified CIA documents along with a few foreign country news articles that were suggested something outrageous about Yuri Gagarin. 

Yuri Gagarin, who all of the history books of the world have long credited as being the first man in space, these bizarre reports were suggesting that he may not have been the first, and instead another cosmonaut had crash-landed by gross mistake and that the old Soviet Union had just covered the whole thing up.  

At the time, I just brushed the articles and documents off as written by some wacko conspiracy types and put them in a separate file, and went back to concentrating on our immediate space moonwalk projects at hand. 

Soon afterwards, as a part of our MOONWALKERS documentary series, I had the great pleasure of meeting and interviewing Al Reinert, one of the world’s foremost authorities on the space race and the old Apollo missions to the moon.  Al told us that he had just finished his script on the Apollo 13 mission and that Ron Howard’s production company was going to make it into a full-length feature-film.  Al told us back then to keep producing as many space-related documentaries as we could, because space was going to be an even bigger big-ticket item after his movie was going to come out.

So, we took Al Reinert’s advice, and we continued to produce space-show after space-show; our distributor on the East Coast was telling me there was a booming market and for us not to stop.  

After the MOONWALKERS documentary, we produced APOLLO 13: THE UNTOLD STORY; APOLLO 12: UNCENSORED; BEHIND THE RACE TO THE MOON; THE RISE AND FALL OF THE RUSSIAN SPACE PROGRAM; MARS: THE RED PLANET…among several others.   

During the production of these shows, I again came across those weird rumors and whispers of a ‘pre-Gagarin’ cosmonaut, and, out of curiosity, began to more formally chat up and interview experts about any ‘pre-Gagarin’ flight.  I started to dig deeper into the literature about these this time period in our recent history, an important historical event, and found out how many people knew one little piece, here, and another piece there…but then, overall, to me, the pieces started to fit in order.  

I’d heard from some of my friends my age who were born in Russia about Gagarin because, over there, his name is like our Christopher Columbus: there are national holidays, like on Gagarin’s birthday day, April 12th, everyone gets out of school for a holiday, and there are cities, towns, streets, states, rivers, buildings…all named after Yuri Gagarin.  

And then, amazingly, in 1998, one of my Russian translators went through one of those articles and it listed the name of the cosmonaut who was the most famous test pilot in Russia of the day, Vladimir Ilyushin, she told me that her uncle, who worked with one of the Russian aviation companies, knew this pilot Ilyushin personally and could get me a phone number for him.  

When we ultimately got that number and called up Colonel Vladimir Ilyushin, out of the clear blue sky, and told him that we wanted to interview him about him being the first man in space, he was so happy that we’d called he just burst into tears, right then and there, crying like a baby, saying things like “you’re the first people who have ever bothered to even call me and ask me directly,” and he added, “come to Moscow now and I’ll tell you everything you want to know” and he said to me, “you’ll stay in my home, visit with us, with my wife and I.”  

I found myself ear-to-ear with a vodka-drinking, hard-living test pilot who was crying, inconsolably, where it was quite obvious he had 40 years of holding things in, so relieved that he was finally going to be able to get it off his chest.  So, I make arrangements to get on a plane and yet, however, by the time we finally got the permissions and paperwork filed to get out to Moscow with a film crew, Ilyushin met us…with a “translator” in tow.  

This gentleman was unable to meet my glance or shake our hands in greeting, and Ilyushin was quiet and sullen and seemed so unemotional, telling us that he had just changed his mind about being interviewed on camera.  But he did arrange to take us all to several of the air and space museums in Moscow and he and his “translator” did let us film him at these sites.  He did also give us all kinds of new stuff that related to Yuri Gagarin.  Obviously, we started to read between the lines and observe his signals to us, where we could see clearly that after Ilyushin’s conversation with us, someone listened in on our conversation and sent him over a nice KGB agent to come knocking at his door saying, “just what is it that you THINK you’re going to tell these American filmmakers?”  

Just as I suspected, then, so I wasn’t surprised when, as we were leaving Moscow, the Russian translator/KGB minder turned and said, “you know, you can’t make a show about General Ilyushin either, not acceptable subject.”  

I had no idea what that meant, but on the airplane I told my partner, “Well, we’re just going to have to see whether a low-ranking KGB grunt in Moscow can tell Global Science Productions what it can or cannot produce.”

So, as anyone who knows me could have expected, within six months we finished a profile of the now-General Vladimir Ilyushin, entitled “THE COSMONAUT COVER-UP,” that aired over PBS and dozens of countries around the world, and that also won a bunch of awards, which brought up the controversy over who was The First Man In Space.   

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Q: So how did you delve deeper into an expose of Yuri Gagarin?

A: Shortly afterwards, a famous Soviet space historian who had seen the COSMONAUT COVER-UP program, an Englishman, sent me an email telling me to get in touch with an engineer he knew who’d manned an old US Air Force tracking station. His pal, he said, was the one who claimed to have been the man who had tracked the “pre-Gagarin flight.”  

So I contacted him. Then, when the engineer sent me his first-hand accounting of the events of those days, I was so excited that I wanted to get a camera-crew out there to interview him that very same day.  

When he contacted the NSA as a matter of protocol, the NSA landed on him like a ton of bricks and told him that he’d go to jail for a thousand years if he ever got in front of a camera.  He called me back, telling me of his encounter with the NSA, and he suggested that I try to get access to the tape recordings and memos generated at the tracking station that was still owned under the auspices of the NSA and CIA, which is what I did –-- and that is the request which the NSA and CIA refused…twice, even after a formal appeal.

True to form, this engineer’s account only served to re-energize me.  My production team got full-bore into the production of an expose on the covert operations there, and my investors gave me practically a blank check to chase this story down, no matter where it led, or who it ran across, all through England, Ukraine, Bulgaria, and wherever else, and however many tens of thousands of documents would have to be sifted through at the National Archives.  

We did it --- we had found sufficient evidence to tell the complete story, yet I was even prepared to spend at least another five more years and another trip out to mainland China and back to Russia to tie up all of the loose ends. 

That’s when I heard that the main participant in this documentary --– that first guy, the first investigative reporter to break this story 47 years ago, had just passed away.  

That hurt and saddened me, the fact that he did not live to see that he was finally vindicated after all these years.  I accepted the fact then and there, that I had to just finish it up now and get it in the can and out in the world.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Q: What will you do about it if there are any still-unanswered questions remaining about a conspiracy, about the full extent of the US and/or Russian government’s involvement? That part sounds like it’s right up your alley, Elliott!

A: Well, maybe we’ll leave that to the next generation of historical explorers and documentary filmmakers. Or, perhaps I WILL need to be thinking of a sequel downline in the future… 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Q: Were there really a lot of coincidences and timing quirks or twists of fate that occurred by accident when you were making this picture? 

A: Yes, a lot, far too many to mention. One interesting coincidence, though, is about the uncanny tie-in to the storyline and the taglines of the 1978 movie, Capricorn One, whose 30th anniversary is this month. That’s what led me to asking the distinguished Elliott Gould to come aboard to add a new dimension of quality to this documentary. He has always exhibited a powerful on-screen presence and his narration work here was simply spectacular.  It was an unbelievable confluence of events that made him become available to work with us just at the right time.  It was the greatest honor to have worked with him, and I just can’t thank him enough for being part of this endeavor. 

Also, I do swear that we were not sponsored or endorsed by any Encyclopedia manufacturers or textbook printers, who are probably going to need to start warming up their printing-presses to publish some more accurate history books… 

# # # # #

