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MERCEDES KELSO

STORY SYNOPSIS
Kim (Bai Ling) is a timid and conflicted 20 year old in the 1970’s, struggling to sort out her relationship with her traditional mother while forging a future for herself at college.  Attempting to tread the fine line between dutiful daughter and independent woman, Kim has an unfortunate one-night stand with Daniel (Will Yun Lee), the spoiled and arrogant son of a wealthy family, and discovers that she is pregnant.  Forced to marry Daniel and trapped in a nightmare marriage with a newborn infant, Kim leaves her daughter Genie to be raised by her mother. 

19 years later…Genie (Kristy Wu) is a bright and independent 19 year old on the cusp of adulthood in the 1990’s, who walks successfully in two separate worlds; that of her grandmother’s traditional community in Queens and the contrasting and vibrant downtown hip hop scene in New York City. When she falls in love with Michael (Treach), an African American DJ at a local club, and her mother Kim resurfaces from Hong Kong with plans to move back to New York, these three women are forced to resolve their betrayals and family history in order to survive.

ABOUT FACE

Set in Queens in both the ‘70s and the ‘90s, FACE is the coming of age story of two women caught between the conflicting cultures of their traditional heritage and the surrounding influence of urban life.

Acclaimed international actress Bai Ling, hip-hop artist and actor Treach (Naughty By Nature), and newcomer Kristy Wu star in the independent drama, “Face.” The film is directed by Bertha Bay-Sa Pan, from a screenplay by Pan and Oren Moverman (JESUS’ SON).  FACE is produced by Alexa L. Fogel and Joseph Infantolino of Beech Hill Films with Jonathan Shoemaker and Derrick Tseng of Centre Street serving as co-producers.

FACE began as an acclaimed short film by Bertha Bay-Sa Pan four years ago when she was a student at Columbia University’s Graduate Film School. The short went on to play at dozens of film festivals all over the world and was honored with the Polo Ralph Lauren Award for Best Screenplay at Columbia.  The film also brought Pan the Director’s Guild Award for Best Asian American Student Filmmaker in 1997
ABOUT THE CAST

BAI LING (Kim), an international star of stage and screen, recently finished production on George Lucas’ STAR WARS: EPISODE III, and BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY with Nick Nolte. She was last seen co-starring in SKY CAPTAIN & THE WORLD OF TOMMORROW. Previous film roles include SHE HATE ME by Spike Lee, starring opposite Jodie Foster and Chow Yun Fat in Andy Tennant’s ANNA AND THE KING and co-starring roles in WILD WILD WEST, RED CORNER (for which she won the National Board of Review’s Breakthrough Award in 1997), NIXON, and THE CROW. Bai Ling also won the Discovery Star of 1997 awarded by the Hollywood Women’s Press Club and was named one of People magazine’s “50 Most Beautiful People in the World 1998”. 

TREACH (Michael) is the lead vocalist, lyricist and arranger for the multi-platinum hip-hop group NAUGHTY BY NATURE, as well as the CEO of Illtown Films. He most recently starred in EMPIRE. Other TV and film credits include a recurring role on HBO’s OZ, JASON’S LYRIC, WONDERLAND, FIRST TIME FELON and JUICE.

KIEU-CHINH (Mrs.Liu) has been a veteran producer/actor in both Asia and the U.S. since 1957. Kieu Chinh’s extensive film credits include a starring role in THE JOY LUCK CLUB, HAMBURGER HILL and CITY OF ANGELS. Her TV credits include TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL, CAGNEY AND LACEY, DYNASTY, and M*A*S*H.

KRISTY WU (Genie) most recently starred in Gurinder Chada’s film WHAT’S COOKING? which opened at the Sundance Film Festival and was released by Lion’s Gate. Ms.Wu also co-starred in the feature film DRIVE ME CRAZY and the TV series BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER. Kristy is currently filming a Pilot for ABC.

WILL YUN LEE (Daniel) was a regular on TNT’s WITCHBLADE based on the best-selling Top Cow comic of the same name. Will Yun Lee is currently starring opposite Jennifer Garner in ELEKTRA for Warner Brothers. He most recently appeared in the James Bond film DIE ANOTHER DAY and the Warner Brother’s release TORQUE with Ice Cube and Jay Hernandez. Additional credits include the UPN movie THE DISCIPLES and WHAT’S COOKING?.

KEN LEUNG (Willie) has had supporting roles in such movies as RUSH HOUR, KEEPING THE FAITH, RED DRAGON, SPY GAME, A.I. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, and THE FAMILY MAN, as well as a featured role in Cameron Crowe’s recent work VANILLA SKY. He will next appear in Spike Lee’s feature film SUCKA FREE TOWN. His TV credits include OZ, LAW & ORDER and Sydney Lumet’s STRIP SEARCH for HBO. 

TINA CHEN (Mrs. Chan)  won a Golden Globe nomination for Best Supporting Actress in 1970 for “The Hawaiians,” and starred alongside Robert Redford in Sydney Pollack’s acclaimed feature “Three Days of the Condor.” 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
BERTHA BAY-SA PAN (Writer/Director/Producer) 

Face is the feature film debut for writer-director Bertha Bay-Sa Pan. Born in New Jersey and raised in Taiwan, Ms. Pan received her MFA in Film from Columbia University, where her short film “Face” [from which the feature is adapted] won numerous honors including the Polo Ralph Lauren Award for “Best Screenplay”, the Director’s Guild Award for “Best Asian American Student Filmmaker.” The feature film “Face” brought her various awards including The Best Director Award at Urbanworld Film Festival, The Critics Award for Best Director at CineVegas, and an Open Palm nomination from the Gotham Awards as well as the Premio Speciale Prize at Torino International Women’s Film Festival 2003

JONATHAN SHOEMAKER (Co-producer) has produced or line-produced eight independent feature films including Adam Bernstein’s SIX WAYS TO SUNDAY (Stratosphere Entertainment) and Dan McCormack’s OTHER VOICES (Unapix). He has also produced various commercials and corporate films.

DERRICK TSENG (Co-producer) has produced or line-produced fourteen feature films including Brad Anderson’s HAPPY ACCIDENTS, Katherine Diekman’s A GOOD BABY and Kevin Smith’s CHASING AMY (Miramax). He has worked extensively on other feature films as a 1st Assistant Director and Production Manager, as well as an IASTSE Electrician.

OREN MOVERMAN (Writer) is a New York-based filmmaker and writer, born and raised in Tel Aviv, Israel whose screen credits include Co-screenwriter and Associate Producer on the film adaptation of Denis Johnson’s JESUS’ SON (Lion’s Gate, 2001), starring Billy Crudup, Dennis Hopper and Holly Hunter. His screen adaptation of  Donald Goines’ novel DADDY COOL, currently in pre-production, is being produced by Content Films and directed by Ernest Dickerson. His feature directorial debut CORDLESS, starring Paul Rudd, is currently in pre-production.

GARY LEVY (Editor). Mr. Levy’s credits include JUST A KISS by director Fisher Stevens, starring Marisa Tomei, Kyra Sedgwick and Taye Diggs, MAZE by Rob Morrow and Michael Corrente’s OUTSIDE PROVIDENCE. Mr. Levy was editor on Al Pacino’s CHINESE COFFEE, special effects editor for Ang Lee’s THE HULK,  and assistant editor for Michael Corrente’s AMERICAN BUFFALO, THE SIXTH SENSE, MEN IN BLACK, PRACTICAL MAGIC, ZEBRAHEAD and JOHNNY SUEDE.

JOHN INWOOD (Director of Photography). Mr. Inwood’s credits as Director of Photography include the award-winning feature film THE DAYTRIPPERS, SIX WAYS TO SUNDAY  and CRY BABY LANE. Currently Mr. Inwood is the Director of Photography for the hit television series SCRUBS.

TERESA MASTROPIERRO (Production Designer) was the Production Designer of the Raymond De Felitta’s TWO FAMILY HOUSE (Audience Award, Sundance 2000) (Lion’s Gate, 2000), SIX WAYS TO SUNDAY and THE STICKY FINGERS OF TIME (Strand Releasing, 1999).

BARRY COLE (Music Supervisor), co-founder of Spot Music, has served as music supervisor and consultant on over 50 films including Nick Gomez’s ILLTOWN and NEW JERSEY DRIVE, Bob Gosse’s NIAGRA, NIAGRA, and Billy Bob Thorton’s ALL THE PRETTY HORSES and SLINGBLADE. He is the producer of over 20 soundtrack albums including his single Can’t you see? By Total and Notorious B.I.G., which has been certified Gold.

LEONARD NELSON HUBBARD (Composer), one of today’s best contemporary bass players and currently a member of Grammy-Award winning group THE ROOTS, has performed with such names as B.B. King, Buddy Guy, Herbie Hancock, Tina Turner, and Carlos Santana. Soundtracks he has contributed to include THE HURRICANE, THE BEST MAN and MEN IN BLACK.

FACE MUSIC

ORIGINAL SCORE - written by Leonard Nelson Hubbard of the Grammy Award winning hip-hop band the Roots, featuring live recordings by the internationally renowned Peking Opera Orchestra.

ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK – includes theme song “Face” written and performed by Naughty by Nature, and hip-hop artists Mos Def, Pharoahe Monche, Delinquent Habits, Tre Hardson of the Pharcyde, as well as Chinese superstar David Tao (winner of MTV-Asia’s Best Male Artist and Best Album Awards).

SONG LIST:
· Small Town Girl


David Tao

· Mr. Weatherman


Adriana Evans

· Just Can’t Hold On

Tre Hardson

· Commonwealth


Bahamadia

· The Light



Pharoahe Monche

· Climb



Mos Def

· Boulevard Star


Delinquent Habits

· Hope U Do


Stephen Simmonds

· Whyl-A-Baneene


Othorized Fam

· Open Wide


Kim Hill

· Bring It On Back


Othello

· Monday Eve


Bay Sa

· Take My Breath Away

Lonnie D. Hillyer

· Face



Naughty by Nature

SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE ON HI-RISE RECORDS
FACE –  FILM FESTIVAL/AWARDS

· Sundance Film Festival, January 2003

-DRAMATIC COMPETITION

· San Francisco International Film Festival, April 2004

-SKYY AWARD NOMINEE

· GenArt Film Festival, April 2004

-AUDIENCE AWARD

· CineVegas International Film Festival, May 2004

-CRITICS AWARD FOR BEST DIRECTOR

· Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival, May 2004

· Florida Film Festival, June 2004

· Urbanworld Film Festival, August 2003

-GRAND JURY AWARD FOR BEST DIRECTOR

· Gotham Awards, September 2003

-OPEN PALM AWARD NOMINEE

· Rio de Janeiro International Film Festival, September 2003

· Hamptons International Film Festival, October 2003

· St. Louis International Film Festival, November 2004

· Pan African Film Festival, February 2004

· International Women’s Film Festival, Turin, Italy;  March 2004

-SPECIAL FILM FESTIVAL PRIZE (“PREMIO SPECIALE”)

-SPECIAL MENTION AWARD - INTERNATIOANAL FEATURES FOR TEENAGE AUDIENCE

-SPECIAL ACTING AWARD FOR KIEU-CHINH

· Bangkok International Film Festival, January 2004

· Wisconsin Film Festival, April 2004

· Toronto Reel Fest, April 2004

· Philadelphia International Film Festival, July 2004

· Daytona Beach Film Festival, October 2004

