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A SIMPLE PROMISE

Tag Line:  What are you willing to sacrifice for your dreams? 

SYNOPSIS:
A struggling young artist Marcus, (Wallace Demarria) meets a talented, and 
undiscovered songstress, Madison ( MTV’s Layla Kayleigh) in a diner in one 
summer and the two of them forge a romance. Both make a deal to help the 
other up the ladder of success, but when Madison gets her lucky break, both 
must face hard truths and contend with sacrifice that neither of them 
bargained for. Through their faith and with some hard lessons learned each 
finds a love that teaches them what success is really all about and how to be 
happy with who you are.

Rating: pending

TECH SPECS:

A SIMPLE PROMISE 

Directed by Earnest Harris
Starring: Layla Kayleigh, Wallace Demarria, Ella Joyce, Alana Ethridge
Running Time: 95 minutes
Format: 1:85 Flat 
Sound: Dolby SR
Rating:  Pending
Country: USA 
Language: English 
Website:  HYPERLINK "http://www.asimplepromise.com " 
www.asimplepromise.com 
Genre: Urban Drama

Trailers: Available



PRINCIPAL CAST BIOS                   A SIMPLE PROMISE       

 Layla Kayleigh 
“Madison”

Layla hails originally from London, England and has quickly become  a rising star in 
Hollywood. She brings a great deal of television and radio hosting experience (G4tv, 
Maxim Radio, MTV Europe) as well as a hot modeling career to her career in acting. 
Layla has appeared in Maxim magazine as well as several other national publications. 
But lest anyone think she is just another model turned actress, Layla is an incredibly 
talented actress, bringing that rare combination of movie star looks and serious acting 
ability.

Wallace Demarria’
“Marcus”

Wallace is a native of Chicago, Illinois and has been acting since he was a young kid. A 
veteran of stage, television and the big screen Wallace has been described as a younger 
Denzel Washington because of the intensity he brings to the roles he plays. Anyone who 
has seen Wallace act knows that big time stardom is not far off.

Bobby Reed
“Max”
Bobby Reed was last seen on the L.A. stage as brash literary agent Glen Fielding in the premiere 
of Destiny's Calling at the Stella Adler Theatre, and in the Attic Theatre's production of 
Dancing in Hell, stealing the show in triple roles in The Scheme of Things at the El Portal 
Arts Center in North Hollywood. TV audiences may recognize him from Law & Order and Spin 
City. Past film work includes Tom Kalin's Swoon and Blow with Johnny Depp as well as 
Shadow Boxing, Emilio, Kiss of the Octopus, B.D.'s Gift, Haggling, I Hate TV, Have a 
Nice Day, Superheroes Anonymous, My Lucky Day, Harmony Height. 

Selwyn Ward
“Terrence”



Selwyn Ward has the distinction of having broken a major barrio in children’s television a 
few years back. He became the first black person to take on the coveted role of the Red 
Power Ranger in the highly popular Saturday morning children’s series, Power Rangers. 
The Red Ranger is the star of the show and the leader of the group so it was a major 
breakthrough when Selwyn took on the role. But not one to be typecast, Ward has had 
leading parts on other televison series, such as Moesha and the popular daytime soap 
opera, Passions among other appearances.

Ella Joyce
“Mary”

Ella Joyce is a highly experienced and talented actress with a long resume of credits – 
television, big screen and stage. Many will remember her from the highly popular and 
long-running television series Roc. But her career has included far far more than that, 
with Ella having had roles in more than 20 other television and movie projects.

Glen Mac 
“Chuck”

Glen Mac is an incredibly diverse performer, having successfully played bad guys and 
good guys alike. He brings experience on both the small and big screen and is captivating 
to watch perform.

A SIMPLE PROMISE

LITTLE LONGER SYNOPSIS

In the hard-edged, unforgiving world of the record business, where you’re nobody unless 
you're somebody, “A Simple Promise” is the beautifully surreal and painful story of 
finding your way through life’s harsh lessons and realizing sometimes, what truly matters 
comes from places you least expect.

Marcus Savage, a struggling, brilliant artist whose work portrays his belief that nothing 
happens by accident meets Madison Lane, an unusually beautiful, unbelievably talented, 
and undiscovered diva songstress.  Desperately seeking success, they both must face hard 
truths and contend with sacrifice on their individual paths to fame.  Through their 
journey, the two instead find a love that inspires and transforms their lives and those 
around them in ways neither imagine.



PRINCIPAL CAST

Madison Lane…………………………………………………………..Layla Kayleigh
Marcus Savage………………………………………………………Wallace Demarria
Max Sherman………………………………………………………………Bobby Reed
Shawn…………………………………………………………………….Aikisha Holly
Terrence…………………………………………………………………..Selwyn Ward
Mary………………………………………………………………………….Ella Joyce
Alexis Savage……………………………………………………………Alana Ethridge

PRINCIPAL CREW

Producers………………………………………………………………….Dianna Harris
                                                                                                                     Earnest Harris
Director………………………………………………………………........Earnest Harris
Director of Photography………………………………………………Pierluigi Malavasi
Production Designer…………………………………………………….Diane Hanamoto
Screenplay…………………………………………………………………….Max Luces
Editors……………………………………………………Miguel Aguilar, Alana Aguilar
Sound Engineer…………………………………………………………..Ernest Saunders
Music Supervisor…………………………………………………………….Matt Hamel
Wardrobe Supervisor………………………………………………………..Hillari James

Director’s Comments

Directing a movie like this can really spoil a person. First I was given a script that made 
my job almost a “paint by numbers” exercise. Then I was blessed to get one of the most 
talented casts imaginable. Add to that, a dedicated crew and it was all I could ask for.

Now I am not saying that production was a cakewalk. Like every independent movie with 
limited cash, there were many times I wondered if we would make it all the way to the 
finish line. But I trusted the producer (I had better since she is also my wife) and just 
focused on telling the story. And what a story it is. Most directors, myself included, want 
all the directing toys – fancy cameras and tools that allow big and unique shots and 
angles. But such a luxury was not available on this film. But sometimes things work out 
the way they are supposed to and when I look at the final product I am happy I was 
forced to focus on simple storytelling techniques. It fits the story and I and the toys might 



have gotten in the way. I am incredibly pleased and amazed at what we brought to the 
screen and learned a great deal about letting the story speak for itself.

 CONTACT _Con-3D2951061 \c \s \l Earnest Harris, Director

Producer’s Comments

This movie has been a long, labor of love. The very first time we read the script, from 
Los Angeles writer Max Luces, my husband, also a producer and the director of the film, 
and I knew we had to see this story made. To us it is personal. But we also know many, 
many people who have gone through similar trials, as do the characters in “A Simple 
Promise.  So we knew this film would resonate with audiences of all kinds. This is a 
universal and timeless tale, of love, dreams, family and sacrifice. Everyone can relate to 
that.

It is also ironic to us that making this movie almost paralleled these themes and struggles 
as well. It took a long time to pull this together, and at a great deal of sacrifice. But 
getting it done was our dream and we were not going to stop until it was. For an 
independent movie, we were incredibly lucky to get the outstanding cast and 
performances that we did. And we are very proud of what is on the screen. The beauty of 
this movie is that its story gave us the inspiration to keep going and to see that movie 
lovers everywhere could get the benefit of its message.

Dianna Harris, Marlo Productions

AWARDS:

Official Selection – La Femme Film Festival
Official Selection – San Diego Black Film Festival
Official Selection – Chicago Indie Film Festival


