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Written and Directed by 

John Fuhrman 

Produced by: 

Gerrarda O’Beirne, Stephen Lineweaver, Jory Weitz, Polina Zaika 

 



WRITER/DIRECTOR - John Fuhrman 

John wrote the script for A Bit Of Bad Luck and makes his directorial debut with the film as well. 
Fuhrman was raised in Tacoma, Washington and has practiced law in the area for over twenty 

years.  John is also a former officer in the Washington Army National Guard and served in 
Baghdad, Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom where he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRODUCERS 

GERRARDA O’BEIRNE 

Gerrarda was born in County Roscommon, Ireland. She moved to Seattle over twenty years to 
attend graduate school at the University of Washington School of Dentistry. A lifelong independent 

film lover, A Bit Of Bad Luck is her first film. In addition to producing the film, she assisted her 
husband, John Fuhrman, in writing the screenplay. She and John reside in downtown Seattle with 

their four-year-old son, Rory. 

STEPHEN J. LINEWEAVER 

Mr. Lineweaver is one of Hollywood’s most accomplished production designers. His career spans 
over thirty years and has included such well known films as Ted, Jerry Maguire, City Slickers II 
and Ace Ventura: When nature Calls. In addition to serving as a producer, Mr. Lineweaver was 

also the Production Designer for A Bit Of Bad Luck. Stephen has worked with some of the 
greatest directors of our time. 

JORY WEITZ 

Jory Weitz is a veteran Hollywood casting director and producer. He is perhaps best known as the 
executive producer for the wildly successful indie film, Napoleon Dynamite.  He has casted such 
films as Dances with Wolves, Honey I shrunk the Kids and Edward Scissorhands.  In addition to 

producing A Bit Of Bad Luck, Mr. Weitz was also responsible for casting the main roles of the film. 

POLINA ZAIKA 

Polina is well-known in Seattle as a successful interior designer and for her involvement in the 
world of fashion. Originally from St. Petersburg, Russia, Polina had previously served as the Art 
Director to the short film, A New Yorker @Paris. In addition to her role as a producer in A Bit Of 

Bad Luck, she also supervised the wardrobe and costume designs. 



MYKEL DENIS 

Mykel Denis is a longtime producer and production manager and has been based out of Los 
Angeles for over twenty years.  Early in his career, Mr. Denis was a project manager for Merv 
Griffin Production where, among other roles, he was a project manager for The 43rd Annual 
Grammy Awards. Prior to his work in the film industry, Mr. Denis served in the United States 

Marine Corps where he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for his service during the first Gulf 
War. In addition to serving as a producer and line producer for A Bit Of Bad Luck, he was also the 

film’s production manager. 

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY - MATTHEW IRVING 

Matthew Irving has been the director of photography on numerous award-winning feature films.  A 
native of New Jersey, Matt spent much of his childhood shooting films with his Super 8mm 

camera. He earned his undergraduate degree from Stanford University and an MFA from the 
University of Southern California. Matt was named one of the “25 New Faces of independent Film” 

by Filmmaker Magazine. 

ORIGINAL MUSIC - DAVID BUCKLEY 

For the past three years, Mr. Buckley has been the Composer for the popular CBS television 
series, The Good Wife. David is a British film composer working in LA. He has worked with many 

of the leading filmmakers of the day including Ridley and Tony Scott, Ben Affleck, Joel 
Schumacher, Rob Minkoff, Luc Besson, Pierre Morel and Taylor Hackford. David was recently 

honored as a BRIT TO WATCH by BAFTA and has been the recipient of 4 BMI AWARDS. 

   

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 
John Fuhrman and Gerrarda O’Beirne are a married couple who are not typical of the independent 
filmmakers one sees these days.  John has been a practicing lawyer for over twenty years in the 

South Puget Sound region and Gerrarda has spent the past twenty years as a periodontist 
practicing in downtown Seattle.  They live in downtown Seattle with their four-year-old son, Rory. 

John Fuhrman is a former Washington Army National Guard officer who commanded the 122nd 
MPAD in Baghdad, Iraq from February 2003 through March 2005. Gerrarda graduated from the 
Universality of Washington School of Dentistry’s graduate program in Periodontics.  Both have 
shared a lifelong love of independent film. As a hobby, John collected 16mm and 35mm motion 
picture cameras for year and owns the Mitchell BNCR camera that was used to film the popular 

1980s television series Cheers. 

 

 

 

 

 



After years of watching independent films, the two decided to plunge in with both feet and make 
their own indie film. The result is their recently completed film,   A Bit of Bad Luck, which stars 

Cary Elwes and Teri Polo. 

The film, a dark comedy, was shot over a period of a month on location in Seattle as well as rural 
Lewis and Pierce Counties. After completing principle photography, the film was edited and then 

sent to The Sky Walker Ranch for audio followed by a trip to Hollywood D.I. in for color correction.  
A Bit of Bad Luck is gearing up for its festival run to take place over much of 2014. The first time 

filmmakers are excited to show their film to the world. 

John Fuhrman wrote the film with help from his wife, over the course of a year. The two have busy 
schedules with their own careers and the demands of parenting required them to find time 

whenever they could to write the script and find experienced professionals to help in the planning 
and preproduction of the project.  Their hard work paid off after screen veterans Cary Elwes and 

Teri Polo, after reading the script, enthusiastically signed on to star in the film. 

Principal photography on the project began in mid-September of 2012 and concluded on October 
12, 2012.  Post-Production on the film was completed in July of 2013. 

LOGLINE 

Sometimes, the only person you’re fooling is yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 
Brooks Caldwell, (Cary Elwes) an erudite and handsome lawyer, seems to have it all: wealth, 
social status, and a lucrative career. His success is, in reality, a product of his marriage to his 

beautiful socialite wife, Amanda, (Terri Polo) a wealthy timber heiress. Through his wife, Brooks 
has access to the most exclusive clubs, social contacts and an endless stream of legal clients. 

Unlike most, who would remain content to enjoy a life of luxury and privilege, Brooks continues to 
risk everything by having extramarital affairs. Brooks' philandering, in addition to humiliating 

Amanda, has driven her to the point of a mental breakdown. Having been pushed over the edge, 
Amanda orchestrates a just and elaborate plan to  bring her cheating husband down. 



When Brooks leaves for a weekend romp with his latest squeeze, Heather, (Agnes Bruckner) his 
life quickly descends into a bizarre, nightmarish, downward spiral. After Brooks' wakes up 

Saturday morning to find Heather’s dead body sprawled out on the bathroom floor of his motel 
room, a series of strange, seemingly coincidental, events occur leading him to a small, isolated 
logging town in the Washington wilderness. Unbeknown to Brooks, the town of Creechville is a 

“company town” and part of the timber empire owned by Amanda's old money family. Brooks soon 
realizes he is in the worst place he could possibly find himself in. The town’s patriarch, William 
Creech, (Marshall Bell) and its townsfolk are loyal to Amanda’s family and have made some 

special plans for Brooks. 

FILM FESTIVAL AWARDS 
• Indie Spirit Award at the Boston International Film Festival 2014 

• Outstanding Comedy Feature at the Sacramento International Film Festival 2014 

• Audience Favorite Rainier Independent Film Festival 2014 

• Best Feature Film Pittsburgh Independent Film Festival 

• Best First time Director of a Feature Narrative Film at the Irvine International    Film Festival 
2015 

THE CAST 
Cary Elwes as Brooks caldwell 

Cary Elwes made his cinematic debut in Marek 
Kanievska’s coming-of-age drama “Another 

Country” based on the award-winning play by 
Julian Mitchell. He soon started a pattern of 

appearing in historical dramas and other period 
pieces, first with “Lady Jane” opposite Helena 
Bonham-Carter and then as the lead role in 

“Maschenka”, based on the novel by Vladimir 
Nabokov.  

However, he made his international breakthrough 
with Rob Reiner‘s classic adventure fairy tale “The 

Princess Bride”. Continuing with historical films, 
Elwes co-starred in Academy Award winning Civil 
War drama “Glory”, directed by Ed Zwick. Soon 

after, Elwes joined director Tony Scott to work on 
his action filled blockbuster “Days of Thunder”.  

Then he made a successful jump to broad comedy 
with lead roles in Jim Abrahams’ “Hot Shots!” and 
as the lead in Mel Brooks’ “Robin Hood: Men in 

Tights”. 

 



 

Teri Polo as Amanda 

Teri Polo is the co-lead on the new ABC 
Family show “The Fosters”, produced by 
ABC Family and Jennifer Lopez. Polo is 

best known for her role as Robert De Niro’s 
daughter, Pam Byrnes, in the “Meet the 

Parents” theatricals. She recently starred in 
“The Little Fockers,” the third installment of 

the movie franchise. She recently completed 
production on the feature “Beyond” opposite 

Jon Voight. She also has two additional 
features to be released in early 2013; “We 

Have Your Husband” and “A Christmas 
Story”. 

She is just wrapped the Lifetime movie 
“Jayne’s Story”. She also recently 

completed production on the Hallmark 
movie “Taste of Romance,” which was 
released this past May. Polo was also 

currently recurring on “Law & Order: Los 
Angeles”. She played the character of 

Casey Winters, wife of Det. Rex Winters, 
played by Skeet Ulrich. Teri’s other recent 

credits include the feature film “The Hole,” directed by Joe Dante, and the NBC 
miniseries “The Storm”. Originally from Dover, DE, Polo began her performing 

career as a dancer. 

By 13, she was attending New York’s School of Ballet. The summer before her 
senior year, she was signed to a modeling contract, which led to a role as “Kristin” 

on the daytime drama “Loving.” Polo made her primetime debut in the dramatic 
series “TV 101.” Television audiences may remember her as “Michelle Capra,” the 
doctor’s wife who was determined to master the strange surroundings (and even 

stranger characters) of Cicely, AK, in “Northern Exposure.” She also starred in the 
comedy series “I’m with Her” as well as David E. Kelley’s “The Wedding Bells.” 

Other television credits include Hallmark’s “Love Is a Four-Letter Word,” the original 
film “Second String” opposite Jon Voight, and the television movie “Straight from the 
Heart.” She was nominated for an Emmy Award for her role opposite Jimmy Smits 
on “The West Wing.”  Polo currently lives in  Manhattan Beach, California with her 

family. 

 



Agnes Bruckner as Heather 

Agnes Bruckner was born in Hollywood, 
California. She began her career at the age 

of eleven when she started doing 
commercial and subsequently landed a role 

on the daytime soap opera The Bold and 
the Beautiful. Bruckner made her motion 
picture debut at the age of fifteen in the 
independent film, Blue Car, where she 

played a high school student involved in an 
affair with her teacher played by David 

Strathairn.  

Bruckner was nominated for an 
Independent Spirit Award in the category 

Best Female Lead for her work in Blue Car.  
Since then, she has gone on to star more a 
dozen films and most recently played the 
role of Anna Nicole Smith in the Lifetime 
original movie, The Anna Nicole Story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Marshall Bell as Mr. Creech 

Marshall Bell is a long time veteran of both 
film and television. He has been described 

as a tall, imposing character with a 
penetrating stare. From the creepy Coach 
Schneider in A Nightmare on Elm Street to 
the resistance leader George/Kuato in Total 

Recall and playing General Owen in 
Starship Troopers, Marshall Bell has made 

measurable contributions to some of the 
most popular classic films from the past 

thirty years. He is a consummate 
professional who has been working 

regularly for in television and film for the 
past thirty years. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

THE PEOPLE OF MORTON, WA 
Our film could not have been made without the enthusiastic support and cooperation of the people 

of Morton, WA and the surrounding area. They volunteered the time and energy with many 
patiently sitting around on set all day as extras. Others allowed us to shoot on their premises while 

still more opened up their hearts and homes to us. These good people were some of the finest 
folks you will find in Washington. 

For More Information  
www.abitofbadluck.com 

 


