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LOG LINE 

 
Abigail Evans came of age in honky tonks, defying her life threatening disease, but all 

the while longing for an identity of her own. Now that she is 18, how much is she 

willing to sacrifice for her independence? 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 
At first glance, it is not obvious that Abbie Evans lives with a life-threatening skin 

disease. She is a typical teenager: moody, rebellious, irreverent, and is also strikingly 

beautiful. But her life is the antithesis of normal. Abbie grew up in hospitals, cared for 

by her protective mother. She then came into her own in honky tonks, selling 

merchandise for her father's band. But just like any other 18 year-old, Abbie yearns for 

an identity of her own. Butterfly Girl charts Abbie’s journey towards a new 

understanding of how she must balance her past with her future, her parents with her 

independence, and her disease with her desires. But what price must she pay for that 

freedom? 
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CHARACTERS 
 
 

 
Abbie Evans 

 

 
Stacie Bolyard, Abbie’s Mom 

 

 

John Evans, Abbie’s Dad 
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Press Notes: Filmmaker Q & A with Director/Producer, Cary Bell  

 
1. Tell us about the origins of Butterfly Girl - what attracted you to the 

story / concept? 

The Butterfly Girl editor/producer, Jess Miller, and I were at SXSW 2012 and at the 

time we were both working in television. After a week of watching films and being 

challenged as both creatives and individuals, we made a decision that drastically 

changed both of our lives- we decided we wanted to take a stab at making our own 

documentary. We began by talking about the general feel/style of what we wanted to 

do and knew we wanted something with a lot of natural juxtaposition that was 

character and narrative driven- and when we started throwing around potential 

subjects, Jess mentioned Abbie, who we had met about a year earlier at one of her 

dad’s shows, and immediately we knew that we had to tell her story. From there 

everything just organically unfolded. 

 
2. How would you describe the tone of the film? 

Intimate. When you watch Butterfly Girl you feel that you are right there with Abbie 

during some of her most private moments. You get to see her alone, see her in pain, 

see her laugh, cry, you get to go on this journey with a young girl who is real- and in 

that way it’s so much like a narrative, but you’re watching a real person’s story. 

 
3. Who is Abigail Evans and where does she find herself in life at the 

start  of  the  story? 

Abigail is like no one else I have ever met, which is why she is the perfect subject. 

She’s layered, complicated, and so full of life and energy despite everything she is up 

against. At the beginning of the film she’s at this point in her life where she is no 

longer a child, but not yet an adult, which I think is something everyone can relate to, 

what that feels like. As the story unfolds you watch Abbie grapple with growing up 

and trying to navigate how she can enter the world without her parents, but still 

maintain her health. 

 
4. Set up the dynamic between Abigail and her parents. 

Abbie has very close relationships with both her mom and dad, despite the fact that 

they divorced when she was young. Her parents are so protective of her, and would 

give her the world if they could. They want nothing more than for Abbie to soak in as 

much life as she can, and because of that Abbie is the kind of person that does 

whatever she wants, no matter what the consequences are. 

Her dad is tougher, I think it’s really important to him that Abbie doesn’t get special 

treatment just because of her disease, he is a loving father and at his shows Abbie is 

his side kick. He wants her to have something as close to normalcy as possible. Then 

on the other hand, Abbie’s mom is very motherly, she worries a lot about whether or 

not Abbie is being careful and taking care of herself, she gives Abbie the soft love. In 
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Abbie’s own words: ‘it’s the best of both worlds’. And it’s that parental balance that 

has made her who she is. Abbie is soft but so tough all at the same time. 

 
5. Talk about working with Abigail. What about her was so special? 

During production it was just me, the DP (Matt), and Abbie. The three of us became so 

close and spent almost every day together for over four months, and I would spend 

days with her even if we weren’t filming. Through creating an intimate production 

environment we were able to get the intimate film we have...and Abbie let us into her 

life like that- she even gave me keys to both of her homes. I can't think of many  

people that would open up the way she has, and trust me like she did. Abbie and I 

worked together- which is a different way to make a documentary. She did not like 

being told what to do or being interviewed, instead she was always so curious about 

what we were doing, how the cameras worked, why I needed to film certain things, 

why I needed to ask her questions....so anytime I would interview her she would turn 

around and interview me. It was a deal we had. But Abbie loved being in the spotlight 

and often referred to us as ‘her camera crew’. So once Abbie understood everything- 

she would let us do whatever we needed to. But things had to be on her terms and it 

was important that she was involved in decisions, after all, the film is about her life. 

Butterfly Girl is what it is because of Abbie. And not just because it’s about her, but 

because she took an active interest in how we were making it and became involved 

and even produced a few shoots! She is a very very special person and unlike anyone I 

have ever filmed or met before. 

 
6. What films have inspired you as a filmmaker as you dug into directing 

Butterfly  Girl? 

I’ve always been interested in playing with documentary structure and format, as has 

our editor, Jess Miller. We knew we didn’t want any talking heads or lower thirds in  

the film, so we watched a lot of narratives and a lot of non-traditional documentaries. 

Specifically, Sofia Coppola and Spike Jonze films, and we paid close attention to the 

way they use music. We wanted the music to support the narrative and drive the 

through lines. I think without the music, Butterfly Girl would not be the same film. I  

also was really inspired by Last Train Home, which I think is an amazing film that’s  

small in focus and extremely intimate but so epic and also deals with coming of age in 

a world where the odds are stacked against you. Another one of my favorite 

documentaries is Hell and Back Again, which also takes you on a very intimate journey. 

I guess ultimately, that’s where I want to be as a filmmaker- telling intimate stories  

that somehow relate to your life. 

 
7. What can audiences expect from this film? 

You will fall in love with Abbie and by the end of the film, you will feel as though 

you’ve known her all your life. She will inspire you to be a better person and live your 

life to the fullest- which is such a cliche thing to say, and we all hear it all the time, but 

there is something about her story that makes you realize what that phrase actually 
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means and how true it is. Abbie is fearless, don’t we all wish we were fearless? Maybe 

after watching this film you will be a little stronger than you were at the beginning. 

 
8. Why was Austin, TX such an important part of the film? 

The film is set in this world of honky tonks and hospitals with Austin as the backdrop. 

It’s Abbie’s stomping ground, her town. She’s from Beaumont, in Southeast Texas, but 

moved to Austin at 15, so it’s where she came into her own as a sweet,sassy teenager 

that can get into any bar she wants and knows someone everywhere she goes. In so 

many ways Butterfly Girl is a story that represents Austin- it has music, it has heart,  

and it has a youthful edge- which is exactly what Austin is, but plus tacos and BBQ. 

 
 

 

FILMMAKERS 

 
Cary Bell, Director / Producer 

 

 
Cary Bell came up through the ranks at CNN International’s London bureau, where 

she worked in any department that would have her and began a career in factual 

storytelling. After leaving CNN she transitioned into developing non-fiction content 

for major television networks. She has worked on projects at the early stages of 

inception for National Geographic, History Channel, MTV, and other cable channels. 

However, film and long form storytelling is her first love and she now finds herself at 

the helm of Butterfly Girl, her directorial debut. Cary specializes in narrative driven 

stories that both entertain and engage, crafting work that reads like fiction but 

couldn’t be more real. When Cary is not traveling the country filming or looking for 

her next project you can find her in the Houston barrio, her hometown and favorite 

city in the country 

 
Jessica Miller, Editor / Producer 
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Jessica Miller is a New York based documentary and non-fiction television editor with 

a degree in Visual Media Arts from Emerson College. She enjoys working with vérité 

footage and crafting organic scenes. And for some reason, it is a common occurrence 

for Jess to be smacked/punched in the arm/leg by a director/producer when they 

watch something they like/love. 

 
Suz Grossman, Producer 

 

 
Suz Grossman graduated from Pitzer College with a degree in Activism Through the 

Arts. She spent her post-college years traveling the globe and landed back where she 

was born in New York City. Suz has worked on numerous television shows and now 

works full time as a producer at Moondog Edit. Growing up in the world of 

independent filmmaking, it’s no surprise that Suz finds herself here. 

 
Jenna Jackson, Executive Producer 

 

 
Jenna went to college at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville – and there she 

met her mentor and friend, Dan Rather. He grew her into a real journalist – and a 

more courageous individual – and hired her shortly after graduation. She began her 

career at CBS News/48 Hours. She learned a myriad of lessons about the news, 

people and life – and stayed there for nearly 15 years. Jenna’s passion has always 

been telling real stories about real people and she started P&R Productions to do just 

that. She was blessed enough to win several awards along the way, including an 

Emmy. 
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Matt Godwin, Cinematographer 
 

 
Matt has freelanced for some major networks and proudly hung from the cockpit of a 

helicopter to get “the shot” for an episode of 48 Hours Mysteries for CBS, and one of 

those shots won an Emmy! As Director of Photography, Matt is in charge of making 

everything look awesome, which is what he does naturally anyway. Butterfly Girl is his 

first feature length documentary. 

 
 

 

MUSIC 
 

 

John Evans - thejebsite.com 

John Evans is much more than a performer. He is a writer and a producer, who has 

worked with some of the most talented musicians in Texas. With music born on the 

bayous of Houston and injected with influences from the Mississippi Delta to 

Bakersfield to the boroughs of New York City, John Evans and his Rockabilly Band 

have taken over his hometown (and the whole Lone Star State!) by dominating the 

Houston Press Music Awards over the last decade. John boasts six wins for Best Male 

Vocalist, four for Best Songwriter, and a pair for both Best Roots Rock and Musician of 

the Year. You won’t hear him boast, though. He’s as humble as they come, and the 

most personable performer on the road, making each and every audience member 

feel like a family member. 



10  

 

 
Emily Bell - emilybell.com 

Somewhere in the world between technicolored soul, southern blues and 60′s rock-n- 

roll, Austin, TX singer/songwriter, Emily Bell, has a debut disc that sonically fits on it’s 

own planet. With a voice that fits in the realm of her soulful British female 

counterparts, she backs it up with an energetic rock-n-soul vibe. John Evans co-wrote 

and produced Emily’s debut album, which showcases a collection of songs that are 

built with old school steel, but the tracks they ride on are polished and new. 

 
 

 

ABOUT EB 

 
Epidermolysis Bullosa (ep-ih-dur-MOL-uh-sis buhl-LO-sah), or EB — The Worst 

Disease You’ve Never Heard Of.™ is a very rare and painful genetic connective tissue 

disorder that affects 1 child out of every 20,000 live births in the United States (that 

means about 200 children a year are born with EB). Because their skin is so fragile, 

they are often known as ‘Butterfly Children.’ EB afflicts both genders and all racial and 

ethnic backgrounds equally. EB is actually a group of disorders that share a prominent 

manifestation of extremely fragile skin that blisters and tears from friction or trauma. 

Internal organs and bodily systems can also be seriously affected by EB. The list of 

secondary complications can be long and may require multiple interventions from a 

range of medical specialists. More severe forms of EB result in disfigurement, 

disability, and early death, usually before the age of 30. In fact, some forms of EB are 

lethal in the first few months of life. As of today, there is no cure or treatment. Daily 

wound care, pain management, and protective bandaging are the only options 

available. Learn more here: http://debra.org/whatiseb 

 

 
 

http://debra.org/whatiseb
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CREDITS 
 

Directed by Cary Bell 

Edited by Jessica Miller 

Cinematography by Matt Godwin 

Original Music Written and Performed by John Evans and Emily Bell 

Producers 

Cary Bell 

Jessica Miller 

Suz Grossman 

 
Executive  Producer 

Jenna Jackson 

 
Music Producer 

John Evans 

 
Assistant Producer 

Abigail Evans 

 
Additional Cinematography 

Cary Bell 

 
Also Featuring 

Dr. Moise Levy, MD 

Dr. Mark A. Gilger, MD 

Dr. Shakeel A. Siddiqui, MD 

Dr. David T. Netscher, MD 

Dr. Alfred Lane, MD 

Emily Gorell 

 
Graphics 

Matt Caldamone 

 
Post Production Services Provided by 

Stampede Post Productions, Inc. 

 
Post Production Executive 

Benjamin Arnold 

 
Online Editor 

Joe Infuso 
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Colorist 

Nick Hydreos 

 
Sound Mixer 

Rich Rauh 

Andrew Tracy 

 
Sound Design Provided by 

One Thousand Birds 

 
Sound Designer 

Andrew Tracy 

 
Assistant Sound Designer 

Emily Thaler 

 
Assistant Editor 

Luke McLean 

Taylor Sitton 

Cary Bell 

 
Stock Footage Provided by 

MovingImages/Pond5.com 

Styrofilm/Pond5.com 

Dbqp/Pond5.com 

 
Legal Services Provided by 

Amy E. Mitchell, PLLC 

 
Director of Communication & Events at debra of America 

Casey Fitzpatrick 

 
Special Thanks 

Kelli and John Weinzierl 

Musallam Maktoom Al Mazrouli 

Gaz Hargreaves 

Charles and Erica Miller 

Kelly Bell 

Laurie and Clay Boykin 

Amy Arnold 

Howard and Marilyn Grossman 

Virginia, John, and Mary Gibbs 

Hayes Carll 

Mike Crowley 

Vincent Garguilo, Design Arson 

Moondog Edit 
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Anthony ‘daddy’ Jackson 

Emily Miller 

Sam Powell 

Samantha Miller 

Ty Mitchell 

Patricia O’Toole 

Stephanie Lindquist 

Jim Morris 

Jesse Trussell 

Christine Gratton 

Sonia Evers 

Jane Isay 

Stewart Morris 

Cameron Casey 

Casey McIntyre 

Jesse Allen 

Cello Amati 

Max Smith 

Mark Forman 

James Tate 

Homeslice Pizza 

The Parlor On Sixth 

Antone’s 

Vino Vino Wine Cafe 

Rural Rooster 

Austin Film Society 

Home Slice Pizza 

Hole in the Wall 

Crawfish Shack 

Billy Bait Club 

Papa’s on the Lake 

Stingaree 

Mucky Duck 

United Airlines 

Austin Bergstrom International Airport 

Stanford University School of Medicine 

Texas Children’s Hospital 

Dell Children’s Medical Center 

Kickstarter Backers 


