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Synopsis

In the City of Angels there exists an entire world beneath Hollywood – the Gangs. When the Bloods and Salvadorians start encroaching into their neighborhood, the local gang fights back. But as the violence escalates innocent by-standers start to become the victims. One unlucky night a mixed race couple wanders into the wrong neighborhood at the wrong time and pay the ultimate price. Now the victim becomes the hunter as one man journeys into the violent and unforgiving underbelly of Los Angeles and rips open the wounds where loyalty is decided by the color of your skin, where pain is part of growing up and violence and mayhem rule.  Can he survive or will he become just another statistic?

***


SETTING

Keeping the realism that inspired the story was important throughout the filming process - from securing a location, to casting and even to the music. "We set the film in Los Angeles so the film would have a recognizable setting to everyone from Kansas to Japan." says Hill.


"Plus the advantage of Hollywood is that it's a city in decay. This is a community that used to be the envy of the world. Now it's a t-shirt flea market, full of homeless people, drug addicts, burnt out buildings and tourists looking for the old Hollywood," states Kret. "But still I love Hollywood and I wanted to film here even if my valentine to Hollywood is one of burnt hatred." 


"Even though our film portrays incidents of intense violence, in the determining scene, when Steve is finally in a position to kill his assailants, he chooses non-violence instead of "an eye for an eye." He makes this choice because he realizes that to kill them is become an animal like them. We want to show the negative effects of hate and that we all need to find other ways to combat racism. Violence does not end violence, instead it breeds more."


CASTING

Regarding casting, the production needed actors who could reflect hatred, but still show that a person exists underneath the stoic outer layer that gangs project. The story speaks of revenge for a crime, but brings to question the idea of revenge. It shows both sides to the story, showing the cruelty of one segment of society, before also showing what leads them to think and act in that way. That even monsters are human.


For the part of Sissy the crew looked at over two hundred actresses and no one impressed them. On the edge of despair, Producer Shaun Hill caught a break. "One day when I was in Hollywood I saw these street kids hanging out on the corner. I noticed Aimee immediately and, after meeting her I knew we had our Sissy," declares Hill. "Aimee is not only acting, she is reliving some of her life on the screen."


"I am so thankful that Shaun and Randy took a chance on me. I have never been given a chance in life and because of this film I am clean and have found a career. If it wasn't for this film, I would probably still be strung out and living on the streets," states Chaffin.

CINEMATOGRAPHY & MUSIC

Finally, Randolph needed exact visual ideas and exact musical pieces to complete the desired effects of the film. The photography on the movie had to convey the energy and spirit of raw hatred. 


"The look of the movie is dark and bleak. So we stripped out colors like blue and red except for specific instances," states Erickson. Adds Kret "I didn't want the film to have a cold feel, but a dark, natural feel. Nils played around with the lens choices and made some quick choices that worked beautifully. The film gives you a claustrophobic feel like a hand slowly choking off your air. 


For the music, the Randolph needed edgy sounds and lyrics that would complement the rough style and in-your-face message he wanted the film to convey. 

ABOUT THE ACTORS

ANGELA JONES -- Angela

Most of the world remembers Angela Jones as Esmeralda, the violence obsessed Cuban cab driver who picks up Bruce Willis in Quentin Tarantino's Pulp Fiction. Now in Randolph Kret's Pariah, Jones plays Angela, a flighty drug addicted wanderer.


Jones began studying acting at the age of fifteen. She went to Carnegie Mellon's acting conservatory. Later she attended the prestigious Florida Acting Conservatory at Florida State University for her graduate work.  It was here that she was approached to play a woman obsessed with death in the short film Curdled, which would eventually grab the attention of Tarantino at a film festival in Italy. Quentin was so intrigued by her role in the short that he created a similar character for her in Pulp Fiction.  Tarantino went on to executive produce a feature version of Curdled in which Jones co-starred with Billy Baldwin.


Jones has kept herself busy by appearing on television's  "E.R.," as well as the feature films Blind Fear, Underworld with Dennis Leary, Morella, Children of the Corn V as well as Jim Carrey’s Man on the Moon and The Time Machine.

DAMON JONES -- Steve
Damon Jones plays Steve, the "normal guy" turned vengeful victim who serves as our guide into the film’s world of hate and retaliation. 

A native of Texas, Jones went on to attend Florida State University where he would first meet co-star Angela Jones. A rising star in television and film, Jones has had recurring guest roles on television's "Seinfeld", "Fortune Hunter" Steven Spielberg's "Sea Quest," "Jenny" and most recently "Frasier".  In addition, Damon has appeared in over 15 national commercials and recently starred in the cult favorite short film Fallen Arches.  

Jones film credits include The Walking Dead and Breaking Waves  starring Mickey Rooney.

DAVID LEE WILSON -- David Lee

David Lee Wilson plays David Lee, a psychotic skinhead who feeds on hate. "He is supposed to scare the shit out of America," says director Kret of David Lee's role. Scaring America is not new territory for David Lee Wilson who played the young jock who raped Elizabeth Shue in Leaving Las Vegas.


Wilson's other film credits include the controversial Boxing Helena and Autumn Heart with Alley Sheedy and Tyne Daly. Among other roles, Wilson has been featured in music videos. 

DAVE OREN WARD -- Crew
"While meeting with the producer's in Bob's Big Boy one night, they asked me to get up on a table and sing 'I heard it through the grapevine' at the top of my lungs in front of a crowd of strangers. I had to prove I had the guts to play the part," says Ward of his part as Crew, the leader of pack in the film.

Already a successful print model with campaigns for Levis, The Gap and Benetton under his belt, Ward is now a rising star in film and television. Ward starred in the CBS shows "Moloney", "Nash Bridges" and Bo Derek's short lived "Wind on Water".  Dave had small parts in Bio-Dome, Birdcage and Mood Indigo with Craig Wasson.  Most recently, Ward was cast as in two major  films. Unfortunately, Dave Oren Ward was murdered in after the film’s completion but before the film’s release. His killer was sentenced to 5 years in a state prison for murdering Dave in a case of road rage. 

ANN RUSSO -- Babe

Ann Zupa portrays the comedic, yet tragic Babe. Babe is an overweight and insecure girl in search of friends who finds acceptance in the skinhead clan.


A favorite on the festival circuit, Zupa can be seen in the hits Jawbreaker, Sparkler, Stephen the Troll and Boys Life. She has also been featured in HBO's Weapons of Mass Distraction starring Gabriel Byrne and the George Clooney/Steven Soderbergh produced -- Welcome to Collinwood! 

Aimee Chaffin -- Sissy


After searching past hundreds of actresses for the part of Sissy, Aimee Chaffin caught the eye of producer Shaun Hill while hanging out with her friends on the streets of Hollywood.


"She had the realistic roughness and lost innocence we were looking for to complete our cast of skinheads," explains Kret. "We are happy to have brought a real talent out."


After completing work on the film, Chaffin has landed an agent, shot two music videos and just finished a starring role in a USC Grad Film.

BRANDON SLATER -- Doughboy

Brandon Slater plays Doughboy, Sissy's innocent autistic brother who remains a part of the skinhead crew out of her dedication to him and because he knows no other way to live.


"Brandon brings a texture to each scene that he appears in. He is an actor who is always working and if you listen to him in each scene, you will catch a lot of innuendos," says Kret.

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

RANDOLPH KRET


Pariah is Randolph's first feature. Randolph worked as a writer in Hollywood working on scripts for Fries Entertainment, Nu Image and others while compiling an impressive director’s resume of music videos and commercials. Additionally, Randolph co-directed a film with Conan Lee called “CARJACK”, an action martial arts film. Most recently Randolph has directed two short films Vagabond Train and Anytown USA before co-directing the stand-up comedy special CUT’N IT UP DALLAS. 


On the producing side, Randolph has produced several feature films including “A Little Crazy” by Jordan Ellis, Survivors Exposed by Doug Hoffman, Bare Naked Survivor and is currently the executive behind “Shaye & Kiki” the life and times of a disfigured model by Eric Fournier.  His latest project is an animated feature – THE TROUBLE WITH TERKEL.
SCOTT GRUSIN


Scott Grusin is a chip off the old block because this man is headed for Academy Awards as well. He has done music for everything from "The World's Greatest Stunts" to the recent Dreamworks dramatic series "High Incident". 


Scott has scored or provided music to every kind of feature film imagined. Projects range from Dream a Little Dream, Relentless, Natural Born Killers, Booze Can and has done work on Adam Sandler’s last three features -- “Little Nicky”, Waterboy” etc. 

Scott is also the man responsible for producing his father Dave Grusin's soundtrack albums for the movies Mulholland Falls, The Cure and Selena. In addition, Scott has worked as a music editor on literally over one hundred films!!

