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NEW DOCUMENTARY GRIDIRON HEROES FOLLOWS  
THE BOY WHO LOST EVERYTHING TO FOOTBALL  

BUT FOUND HOPE AND STRENGTH TO BECOME A HERO 
 

 
Los Angeles, CA, October 22, 2014…From the moment a little boy steps on the football field and 

shows any promise, visions of college scholarships, the NFL and millions of dollars cross the minds 

and hearts of all who love him.  Pro football players are revered more than many politicians, 

celebrities and scientists.  We glamorize and praise our players for tackling each other as hard as 

they can.  But for many high school football players, dreams are tragically cut short by debilitating 

injuries sustained on the field. One of them, high school senior Chris Canales took a single blow to 

the neck during a game that left him paralyzed from the shoulders down. The new documentary 

Gridiron Heroes co-directed by Andy Lauer and Seth Camillo retraces Chris’ journey from high 

school athlete to courageous community activist, inspirational leader and founder of the Gridiron 

Heroes Spinal Cord Injury Foundation. The film also sparked a movement for “Heads up Football,” 

a tackling technique that lowers the risk of serious head and neck injuries on the field. Visit 

gridironheroesmovie.com.  

 

 

 

Narrated by Taylor Kitsch (Friday Night Lights, Battleship, Savages, Lone Survivor) and Executive 

Produced by Peter Berg (Friday Night Lights, Hancock), this touching and uplifting documentary film 

is a feature length expansion of their 2011 Producers Guild of America’s “Diversity in Film Award” 

winning short, “Heads Up Tackling.”  The short garnered the attention of the NFL, which instituted the 

“Heads Up Football” program for young athletes. 

http://www.gridironheroesmovie.com/
http://www.gridironheroes.org/
http://www.gridironheroes.org/
http://www.gridironheroesmovie.com/
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Narrator Taylor Kitsch 

Gridiron Heroes features NFL coaches and players, renowned doctors and notable celebrities 

(including Dr. Drew Pinsky, Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones, Emmy®Award-winning Sports 

Commentator Al Michaels and CNN Host Piers Morgan), all of whom share a concern for the 

safety of these hard-hitting athletes. With 167 million viewers tuning into last year’s Super Bowl, there 

is no denying the exceptionally wide appeal of football. Gridiron Heroes is a wildly engaging and 

accessible ride.  

 

“The film is so much more than an inspirational story,” shares co-director Andy Lauer.  “We created 

this documentary to raise awareness of the issue that so many high school football players have 

faced, but we also offer a solution. We hope that teams across the country will adopt ‘Heads up 

Football’ so that we will see fewer debilitating spinal cord injuries like Chris’.” 

 

          

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gridiron Hero Cody Williams returns to his high 
school to love and affection from his classmates.  
Chris Canales was there to greet him.  

Chris teaches Cody how to appreciate a different life. 

 
Gridiron Heroes begins during Chris’ last game of the regular season. A win would send the team to 

the playoffs, and Chris was playing the game of his high school career.  But halfway through the fourth 

quarter, an ordinary play ended with Chris’ devastating injury. The world as he knew it ended, he 

became paralyzed and ultimately slipped into near-fatal depression.   

 

http://www.gridironheroesmovie.com/
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In a desperate effort to reconnect with his son with whom he shared a love of the game, Chris’ 

distraught father brought him to watch a local high school football game. Incredibly, they witnessed 

another rising star become paralyzed by an eerily similar blow to the neck that had left Chris in a 

wheelchair. The event triggered something in Chris that brought him out of the hopelessness he felt, 

and in 2003, he and his father founded the Gridiron Heroes Spinal Cord Injury Foundation to help 

others with similar stories.  The organization now provides both short and long-term resources and 

support to individuals sustaining catastrophic spinal cord injuries through activities associated with high 

school football.  

 

                        
           
                Chris Canales with supporters including             Chris with Will Smith while attending Smith’s son’s  
                his father, Eddie (light blue shirt) and           football game. Smith, a strong supporter, wears  
                Exec Producer Peter Berg (top)                             the group’s Gridiron sweatshirt.  

               
Venture with our gridiron heroes as they take their personal journeys through triumph of the human 

spirit. 

About the filmmakers 

Andy Lauer, Director/Producer, has shot on almost every medium: 8mm, DSLR, Beta, 16, S16, 35, etc. in the 
toughest of conditions (the North Pole) and the most unique situations (underwater, inside shark cages). Mr. 
Lauer recently directed The Tehuacan Project, a tender story about deaf children defying incredible obstacles in 
rural Mexico. Adrien Brody narrates and Brad Pitt executive produces. Previously, he received critical acclaim for 
his feature film Adventures of a Teenage Dragon Slayer starring Lea Thompson (Back to the Future) and Wendie 
Malick (Racing Stripes) and the multi-award winning short film, Little Cuba. As an actor, he has worked under the 
direction of Oliver Stone, Michael David Fincher and David Kellogg and co-starred in Gunshy, Screamers, Never 
On Tuesday and was Emmy-nominated as "Charlie" on the hit NBC comedy series Caroline in the City.  
 
Seth Camillo, Director/Editor, is currently finishing his second feature documentary, "Down the Road." The film, 
shot over four summers, tells the story of Carson and Barnes, the world’s largest tented circus. Seth most 
recently edited the Peter Berg produced 25 minute documentary "Heads up Tackling," directed by reelaid.org 
founder Andy Lauer. He is co-directing and editing "Gridiron Heroes" with Andy Lauer. Seth's films have played 
at more than thirty festivals and screenings. 

http://www.gridironheroes.org/

