


HOT WATER 
EXPOSING THE TOXIC LEGACY OF NUCLEAR POWER 

There	is	No	Safe	Level	of	Exposure	to	the	Uranium	Industry	
 

WHEN	YOU	WERE	GROWING	UP,	HOW	MANY	PEOPLE	DID	YOU	KNOW	WHO	
HAD	CANCER?	

	
HOW	MANY	DO	YOU	KNOW	TODAY?	

Hot Water, a new documentary exposing the long-term devastation wrought by 
uranium mining and the nuclear industry, follows the investigative journey of Liz 
Rogers as she travels around the nation examining the legacy of uranium mining, 
atomic testing and the creeping danger of contaminated waste in the drinking water 
of 38 million people. Ms. Rogers and Cinematographer, Kevin Flint, examine the 
health and environmental impacts of the uranium industry and examine the 
possibility of a Fukushima type disaster along the California coastline. 

See a preview of HOT WATER at http://www.zerohotwater.com/ 

Filmmakers Liz Rogers and Kevin Flint begin in South Dakota witnessing communities 
overwhelmed by cancer from constant exposure to uranium from local mining 
interests. They speak with academic experts who pierce the veil of the uranium mining 
and nuclear industry’s false claims of safety. They take samples showing that 
radioactive material is seeping toward our nation’s breadbasket.  

Rogers and Flint follow the story to Oklahoma to explain the economic model of the 
industry. Private companies mine the uranium for a massive profit. Local workers and 
residents are made promises, but when finally forced to the admit the environmental and 
health impact of the mining, the companies take their profits, declare bankruptcy and 
saddle the American taxpayer with hundreds of billions of dollars in clean-up costs.  

The story does not end in the communities where the mining takes place. For over fifty 
years, 16 million tons of radioactive material has been stored along the banks of the 
Colorado River near Moab, Utah and as a result the drinking water of 38 million people in 
the Southwestern United States is threatened. The federal government is working to move 
the material, but the multibillion dollar project will take decades and no one can tell the 
extent of the radiation in the soil underneath the piles.  

“There is NO known way to remove the radiation from the water.” 

Sadly, this is just the tip of the radioactive iceberg. In the years since the meltdown of the 
reactors at Fukushima, over 300 million gallons of highly radioactive water has been pouring 
into the Pacific Ocean every day – and there is no end in sight. Every attempt to solve the 
problem or contain the water has failed. 



“I took this journey because I was pissed off. I felt like an idiot because 
I believed the lies. I believed we were safe. I made this film because 
people need to know the truth about uranium and what it does...below 
ground, above ground and on the ground. What it does to our children 
and to our future” said Liz Rogers. 

“IT	WILL	TAKE	TENS	OF	THOUSANDS	OF	YEARS	FOR	THE	RADIATION		

LEVELS	IN	THE	WATER	TO	DROP	TO	SAFE	LEVELS.”	

Audiences will learn the undeniable truth that there is no safe level of 
exposure to the uranium industry. Rogers and Flint speak with academic 
experts including, biologist Charmaine Whiteface; Dr. Helen Caldicott, 
Nuclear Engineer and whistleblower Arnie Gundersen, Dr. Kim Kearfott, 
nuclear engineer and Professor of Nuclear Engineering at University of 
Michigan; Dr. Hannan LaGarry, Professor of Geology at Oglala Lakota 
College; Dr. Jim Stone, Professor of Civil Engineering at the South Dakota 
School of Mines; as well as former Congressman and leading environmental 
supporter Dennis Kucinich. 

Runtime: 01 hour : 18 minutes 

Date of Completion: July 2014 

Country of Production: USA 

Hot Water is a documentary produced by the Rogers Entertainment Group in 
association with the and is distributed by Indican Pictures. A film directed by 
Lizabeth Rogers, co-directed by Kevin Flint, the Executive Producer is Donald C. 
Rogers. Produced by Liz Rogers and Elizabeth Kucinich. To receive further 
information or to speak with Liz Rogers, or producers of the film please contact 
Indican Pictures at (323) 850-2667 

 



 Liz is a hands on producer. She's an expert in film budgeting and scheduling but leaves that aside to do what she 
loves most, telling real stories. Learning graphic design, animation and film editing allows her to get into the 'guts' 
of filmmaking - and making every story her own. 'Hot Water' is the third of Liz's documentaries, following the 
multiple award winning films, 'On Sacred Ground' which tells the story of Native Americans efforts to prepare for 
their annual ‘Sundance’ in the shadow of the Sturgis Harley Rally in Sturgis, S.D., and 'Catching Dreams', the story 
of Kevin and Brian Flint as Brian pursues a career with Cirque du Soleil. Liz also contributed to the ground breaking 
film “GMO OMG”which tells of the dangers surrounding the genetic modification of much of our food supply. 

Liz started her career in broadcast management, at radio stations owned by Olympia Broadcasting covering the 
entire western United States and rounded out her expertise in the 'business' of the business by working in advertising 
and commercial production. Liz worked with Stephen Paul, renowned sound engineer and microphone guru - whose modifications to Neumann 
microphones are known to recording engineers and audiophiles worldwide. Working with thin film technology to modify the capsules of high end 
microphones, sound quality and clarity in recording was brought to a new level and established a new 'bar' for excellence. It was during these years 
that she began recording and producing jazz artists, doing forensic sound work and integrated software and computer systems design and 
customization into her work.  

At Warner Bros. Studios, Liz led the team that transitioned the studio's video and post production facilities to a fully automated computer system 
for scheduling, billing and reporting during daytime hours - and worked nights on sound mixing stages learning all aspects of the recording process. 
Liz also did voice over work for television shows (Ellen, Seinfeld) and recorded many of her different ‘voices’ for an assortment of video games. She 
left Warner Bros. to work with Don Rogers in the development of Digital Cinema through Technicolor Labs and his company Real Image Digital 
and consulted on the software systems installation and training for Pacific Title and Arts Studio, SounDeluxe and Ryder Sound.  

Determined to make a difference, Liz has dedicated her life to her work with groups and companies whose focus is on environment, education and 
health. She is currently on the board of The Hestia Gaea Foundation whose mission is to support documentary filmmakers who educate in the areas 
of health, nutrition and the environment. Liz is currently working on her next film “The Long Way Home” which chronicles the story of a father 
and son’s journey hiking the Appalachian Trail 

Lizabeth Rogers 
Producer, Director 

 



 

A film school graduate from California State University, Long Beach in 1988, Kevin dreamed of becoming 
a filmmaker since he saw Star Wards as a young child. It wasn’t until 2001 that Kevin found the story 
that would become his first feature film. When Kevin’s identical twin brother decided to quit his banking 
career to run away and join the circus, Kevin’s next film project was born.  

When his brother saw a performance of Cirque du Soleil’s “O” in Las Vegas, his life changed and he 
decided to pursue a new career as a professional trapeze artist with the most elite circus in the world. 
Kevin and his camera joined him on that journey and eight years later after traveling the globe, the result 
was the multiple award winning documentary, “Catching Dreams”. 

Starting his own production company in 2008, Kevin has been the Director of Photography on 
numberous projects, including the feature film ‘The Ridley Project’, which he shot and directed on 
location in Costa Rica. He lensed the indie homeless drama ‘Wake-Up Call” the award winning feature 
documentary ‘On Sacred Ground’ for Liz Rogers. 

Kevin was the Cinematographer on the new and wildly popular ‘Craigslist Joe’ which tells the 
inspirational story of a young man who decides to survive for thirty days relying on only what he can 
get from Craigslist. 

 

 

Kevin Flint 
Director of Photography – Co-Director 

 



Elizabeth Kucinich is a champion for the environment, and for human and animal rights. She has a long history of activism 
on behalf of the people and the planet. For years she has spoken out about the dangers and environmental impact of nuclear 
power. As a national figure, Elizabeth has spoken out to make nuclear power and nuclear weapons a key issue in elections, 
and worked with her husband, Dennis Kucinich, to protect the people of Northern Ohio from the Davis-Besse nuclear 
power plant. Together, they forced the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to keep a close eye on Davis-Besse, a power 
plant which has been called the most dangerous plant in America. Elizabeth produced this film in order to continue her 
efforts to educate the world about the dangers of nuclear power.  

Elizabeth serves on the board of several notable organizations. She is a founding board member of J/P HRO - Sean 
Penn's Haitian relief organization, board Policy Chair for the Rodale Institute - the oldest organic research institute 
in America, est. 1947, and was recently appointed to the board of UNRWA USA who support the humanitarian 
needs of Palestine refugees. 

Elizabeth is the Executive Producer of "GMO/OMG;' a documentary exploring genetic engineering in agriculture 
and food production. Understanding the power of documentaries as a medium for education, Elizabeth is an 
advisory council member of DC EFF, the world’s largest environmental film festival; is the executive producer of 
GMO OMG, which won the 2014 Environmental Media Award for best documentary, and is an advisor to the 
documentary "Ground Operations: from Battlefields to Farm fields" and Food Forward TV, a new ground-breaking series 
on PBS. Elizabeth is presently working as a producer of two new documentaries, “Organic Rising” and “The Last Pig”. 

Elizabeth is married to former eight-term congressman and two-time Democratic presidential candidate, Dennis 
Kucinich. 

Elizabeth Kucinich 
Producer 



The 1996 Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences special 'Gordon E. Sawyer Oscar' for lifetime achievement in technology 
was awarded to Don, representing the gratitude of the motion picture industry for what was then, forty-three years of involvement, 
dedication and accomplishment, a career that continues on today. In 2011 Don was awarded the first Fellowship of the Science and 
Technology Council for the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences.  
Rogers was a member of the sound crew that received Oscars for "The King and I" and "South Pacific''. He was head of the Todd-
AO Camera Department and directly involved with its development of the first lightweight 65mm production camera as well as the TODD-AO 35mm wide 
scope lens system, each of which was given the Academy Scientific or Technical Award. During 1971-1992 Rogers was Director of Technical Operations at 
the Samuel Goldwyn Studios during which time his Sound Department staff was recognized with 23 Academy Award nominations leading to 15 Oscars. 
This gave Goldwyn Studios worldwide recognition for its excellence in quality and outstanding progress in motion picture sound recording. Over the span 
of his career in the motion picture industry, Don has had a part in the production of over 1,000 movies including:  

There's No Business Like 
Show Business  
The Sound of Music  
West Side Story 
South Pacific  
The Misfits  
Bus Stop  
Spartacus 
Untamed 
Carousel  
Hello Dolly  
Can-Can 

Patton  
Some Like It Hot 
Serpico  
Star Wars  
The Empire Strikes Back 
Raiders of the Lost Ark  
Silverado 
Body Heat 
The Big Chill  
The Accidental Tourist  
Terms of Endearment  
As Good As It Gets  

Broadcast News  
Rocky (I - IV)  
Raging Bull  
The Right Stuff  
Ordinary People 
Grease  
Back to the Future  
Sixteen Candles  
Steel Magnolias 
American Graffiti  
My Cousin Vinny  
The Shawshank Redemption  

Beetlejuice  
The Unforgiven 
Clear and Present Danger  
Edward Scissorhands  
Purple Rain 
The Graduate  
Blazing Saddles  
Carnal Knowledge 
Young Frankenstein  
The Producers

Donald C. Rogers 
Executive Producer 

 



 

During the years 1972 through 2007 Don Rogers served over twenty five years on the Academy's Board of Governors, serving five years as Vice-President 
and Treasurer and eleven years as Secretary. In 1973 he began to serve nine years as Chairman of the Scientific or Technical Awards Committee and 
continued his involvement in 2007 as Chairman of that committee.  

At the National Association of Theater Owners SHOW WEST in March 1997, Rogers received the Third Annual Ken Mason Inter-Society Award. This award 
is presented for dedication and specific achievement in enhancing the theater going experience. Rogers has been a member of SMPTE (Society of Motion 
Picture and Television Engineers) since 1960 and a Fellow since 1974. He is a Lifetime member of the American Society of Cinematographers, a member of 
BKST, ACE (the Film Editors Guild) and MPSE (the Motion Picture Sound Editors Guild).  

Don remains actively involved in the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences, and continues to help elevate industry and public awareness of that 
important aspect of the motion picture art. In 1975 Don Rogers and Gordon Sawyer were instrumental in acquiring the needed funds from the Samuel 
Goldwyn family for completion of the Academy's Samuel Goldwyn Theater. In 1987, Don was chairman of a committee to completely renovate both 
Academy theaters. In 1993, he completed the renovation of the post-production facilities at Warner Bros. Burbank Studios which included five dubbing 
stages, automated dialogue replacement and Foley stages, and new digital editorial suites, all considered the best in the industry. In July 1996, Don Rogers 
retired as Sr. Vice President-Post Production Services at Warner Bros. and accepted a leadership role as President of Real Image Digital, LLC. In August of 
1999, Technicolor acquired a significant partnership stake in the company in an effort to support and promote the evolution of Digital Cinema. Don 
continues to contribute his time and skills toward the development of digital technology.  

  

  

 



 

Former Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D – Ohio) has taken on the 
Nuclear industry since his days as Mayor of Cleveland. The Davis Besse 
Nuclear Plant lies on the banks of Lake Erie, threatening the Great 
Lakes – the largest source of fresh water for North America.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
HOT WATER was the opening night film at the Washington D.C. 
Environmental Film Festival and was followed by a lively Q&A session 
with Liz Rogers, Elizabeth and Dennis Kucinich, Kevin Flint and Donald 
C. Rogers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Dennis and Elizabeth Kucinich with Liz Rogers at Politico interviewed by 
Patrick Gavin, discussing HOT WATER, the issues surrounding uranium 
mining and processing, and the resulting water contamination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Cotter Uranium Processing mill in Canon City, CO has been leaking 
into the water supply of the city for decades. Homeowners living near the 
plant are not allowed to use their own well water. These pallets were 
placed on the radioactive ore in the drainage ponds to provide a platform 
for workers to walk on during required inspections. 



The Cotter Mill was working night and day during filming to bury the 
radioactive waste. None of the workers on site were wearing protective 
gear designed to resist contamination from radioactive waste below 
them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Ludlow, S.D. go to school in a building at the foot of an abandoned 
uranium mine. Several of the children are suffering from rare brain tumors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This rural school – viewed from our production vehicle is the only 
school available to these children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking radiation measurements at the abandoned mine at 
Ludlow, with the drainage pond in the background. 
Measurements taken here were double what we had previously 
thought were out highest measurements. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Moab, UT is the Gateway to Arches National Park and attracts 
over a million tourists every year. Few, if any know that less than 
750 feet from the banks of the Colorado River lies 16 million tons 
of radioactive waste in an unlined containment. The Colorado 
River supplies fresh water to over 38 million people in the West – 
and has been running through the base of this contaminated pile 
for over 50 years. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

This is an aerial view of what locals call ‘The Pile” which lies on the 
banks of the Colorado River. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Families on the Pine Ridge Reservation have been decimated by 
cancers after years of living in the shadow of thousands of 
abandoned uranium mines. Ground water is contaminated with 
uranium, arsenic and molybdenum causing birth defects, illness 
and death. 
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