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Tagline: Night is not a time of day, it is a state of mind. 

Logline: When Jon returns on his first trip home from college, he inadvertently 
triggers events that inspire him to embark on an auspicious journey through the 
night to return a lost locket. 

Synopsis: When Jon returns on his first trip home from college, he inadvertently 
triggers events that inspire him to embark on an auspicious journey through the 
night to return a lost locket. Jon is joined by his old friend, Cole, and his ex-
girlfriend, Michelle as they comb through the streets of a rustic mountain town 
searching for a faceless drifter. Impeded by a self-absorbed rival, their own 
doubts, and the night itself, all three attempt to reconcile their shared past, as 
well as their uncertain futures. As tensions rise, it becomes clear that night is 
more than mere darkness - it is a state of mind. 

 

Director’s Statement:  

Our story takes place in the distant echoes of the American frontier. The Western 
is a beautiful film genre, but those tales shouldn't exclusively take place in the 
past. Where wanderers once travelled on horseback, they now ride bicycles. 

It is my deepest hope that you will enjoy this Western, disguised as a coming-of-
age movie. 

Thank you for watching,  
J.L. Topkis 

 

Director’s Bio:  

When Jake was a kid, he wanted to be a comic book artist. He had been indoctrinated with the art 
of telling stories with words and pictures since before he could read. Everyday, Jake would do 
homework until his Dad rewarded him with a comic book. This was how he learned to read. “The 
construction of a comic book page is not unlike the way a movie scene is put together – and I’ve 
always had a sense of visual storytelling ingrained in me thanks to that.” After a school 
assignment required Topkis to make a short film, his focus shifted and he formed Heart-Beat 
Productions in 2004. The team garnered acclaim while attending Park City High School, building 
an audience, and landing professional gigs. At the age of 17, Jake was hired by The National 
Weather Service to create a lightning safety video, using a comedic superhero he created (and 



played) in an earlier film. As the team proved to be capable filmmakers, Jake developed bigger 
and better projects – and recently graduated from Emerson College in Boston. 

After growing up in Park City, Utah, watching films roll through Sundance every year, Jake 
currently lives in Los Angeles – working as a filmmaker. 

 

Website Link:  

www.insearchingmovie.com  

 

Cast Bios: 

Jake Borelli:  

(From IMDb) Jake Borelli is an actor, known for Grey's Anatomy (2005-current), #REALITYHIGH (2017) 
and The Thundermans (2013). 

 

Jacob Grodnik: 

(From IMDb) Jacob Grodnik is an actor and producer, known for Moose (2018), Tiger (2018) and Dear 
Dictator (2017). 

 

Aley Underwood: 

(From IMDb) Aley Underwood is known for her work on The Letter Writer (2011) and Magic Valley (2011). 

 

Evan Hall: 
(From IMDb) Evan Hall is an actor, known for Orange Is the New Black (2013-current), Just Ask... (2014) 
and Mars (2016). 

 

Festivals & Awards: 

2018 Southeast New England Film Festival (SENE): 

• Best Actor (Jake Borelli) 
• Best Screenplay 
• Audience Award – Best Feature 

 

Technical Specifications: 

90 Minutes, Color, 2.35:1, Stereo Audio, 1920x1080, Shot w/ ARRIRAW. 


