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Overview

My First Wedding is a high concept romantic comedy similar in style and genre to such hits as My Best Friend’s Wedding, Runaway Bride and My Big Fat Greek Wedding.  Helmed by acclaimed Parisian director Laurent Firode and starring Blockbuster Award winner Rachael Leigh Cook and rising star Kenny Doughty, My First Wedding has enormous appeal for anyone who enjoys the time-honored combination of romance and laughter.

Synopsis

When a beautiful bride-to-be mistakenly confesses her last minute fantasies to a church carpenter instead of a priest, motorcycle-riding ladies man Nick Francis transforms himself into “Father Nick” in a desperate attempt to seduce her before the wedding.  The fake priest finds himself giving a sermon in praise of lust, conducting a wedding ceremony, tagging along on the newlyweds’ honeymoon, and pretending to be possessed by the devil - all to win the woman of his dreams.

The Director
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Director Laurent Firode’s first feature, Happenstance (Le Battement d’Ailes du Papillon), was not only a huge hit in France, but received rave reviews in its U.S. theatrical release:

“An utterly delightful fable of romantic destiny.” Washington Post
“Thoroughly charming, quietly inventive and splendidly organized ... with suspense and elegance.” Variety 

“Happenstance is a celebration of the surprises that pop up like sidewalk blossoms through the gray surface of daily life, and it is also one of those surprises.” The New York Times 

Audrey Tautou, star of Happenstance, recommended Director Firode to My First Wedding Producer David Gordian when he mentioned to her that he was looking for a director for My First Wedding.  Gordian explained that he wanted a director who really understood comedy and had an affection for the classic romantic comedy genre.  A number of directors had already expressed their desire for the job, but he and partner Joan Carr-Wiggin weren’t convinced they’d found the right person.  Since the style of the film was partly inspired by the classic French comedies with such greats as Louis de Funes and Pierre Richard, Gordian was very interested in Audrey’s response.  Without hesitation, Audrey said that Firode would be the best person for the job.  The producers’ intention was always to deliver a film that would work for all audiences, without relying on gross-out humor to cover up weaknesses in character and plot.  Firode enthusiastically threw himself into the project as soon as he read it, requesting only one or two very small changes to a screenplay he declared camera ready.  The producers knew that Firode understood the essence of the material when he said, “My First Wedding isn’t really about lust; it’s about love”.

The Cast
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Casting the role of leading man Nick – a carpenter who pretends to be a priest - was a challenge.  At first the producers and Firode thought they had hit an impasse: Could anyone play the charming, handsome Nick and convincingly deliver the wild comedy of a man so desperately in love he pretends to be possessed by the devil? With the help of Casting Director Mark Paladini, who joined the project as Co-executive Producer, they found their Nick in the rising English star Kenny Doughty.  Paladini remembered casting Cameron Diaz in The Mask, going for broke on another lesser known performer he was confident would deliver. 

Doughty had already shone in Crush, starring as Andie MacDowell’s sexy younger lover, a role that was written for him by writer/director John McKay.  He also appeared in Shekhar Kapur’s Elizabeth.

He proved a perfect fit for Nick.  The director only had one reservation: He thought Nick’s priest disguise should consist of a black suit with collar and dickey rather than the cassock described in the script.  Firode’s concern was that no one could possibly look sexy in a cassock.  But when a photo of Kenny in a cassock was passed around the production office, every woman enthusiastically asserted that Kenny Doughty looked sexy in anything.

The search for Vanessa, the beautiful bride-to-be who mistakenly confesses her longing for a last minute affair to the good-looking carpenter, was very easy.  The producers and Firode knew the best actress for the part: The lovely and gifted Rachael Leigh Cook.  Rachael’s romantic comedy She’s All That was an unexpected breakthrough hit for Miramax - the $10 million film grossed $63.5 million at the domestic box office (plus $12.7 million in Germany and $9.6 million in the UK).  The website boxofficemojo.com ranks it as the second highest grossing teen romance.  Rachael also led Josie and the Pussycats to an opening weekend of $5 million.

Rachael was voted Best Actress-Newcomer at the 2000 Blockbuster Awards.  She received Best Breakthrough Performance of 2000 at the MTV Awards, Best Actress at the Santa Monica Film Festival, and was voted 2001’s Superstar of Tomorrow at the Young Hollywood Awards.

Although Rachael has dazzled audiences in such dramatic fare as Anti-Trust and Get Carter, she has a particular affinity for romantic comedies.  Her generosity, good humor and warm personality seem particularly suited to the genre.  She has said about My First Wedding: “It’s about the lengths that you’ll go for the person you love, and all the misadventures that will follow you.” She compared the project to “a Billy Wilder movie, really off the wall.  That’s where my tastes have been lying recently, and I’ve just developed an affinity for the out of whack stuff.  You know, everybody I really respect for their careers says these days, ‘I just want to do something different.’ And I hope to stay on that path”.

My First Wedding may have put Rachael in a mood for marriage.  Shortly after the shoot was completed she married Daniel Gillies (Spiderman 2, Bride and Prejudice).

Emmy winner Valerie Mahaffey, fresh from her role as Jeff Bridges’ wife in Seabiscuit, came on board as Irene, the emotional mother of the bride who has her own crisis to handle.  Mahaffey has had an impressive career in film, television and theater.  Along with her recurring roles in E.R.  and Northern Exposure, she has guest starred in many of TV’s top-rated shows, including Cheers, Newhart, Seinfeld, and Frasier.  She has also appeared in over twenty feature films, including Senior Trip and Jungle 2 Jungle.  Everyone was so impressed by Mahaffey in My First Wedding that producer/screenwriter Carr-Wiggin wrote a much larger role for her in the producers’ upcoming film Clarion’s Call.

The beautiful English actress Caroline Carver was cast in the role of Nick’s sister Sandy, a biker-riding singer of punk songs such as “Rip My Clothes Off Baby I’m Ready for Love.” Caroline starred with Richard E.  Grant in The Scarlet Pimpernel, and delighted English audiences as Princess Jessica in the Magical Legend of the Leprechauns.  Her feature credits include Il Tempo dell Amore and George and the Dragon.   In real life she is recently married the leading man Kenny Doughty.  Following the filming of My First Wedding, Kenny and Caroline played leading roles in the Holocaust-themed feature The Aryan Couple with Martin Landau, showing that they are equally adept at drama.

The final leading role, Vanessa’s wealthy fiancé André, went to Paul Hopkins.  Paul has been lighting up film and television screens for over a decade.  Best known for his work as Mouse Tolliver opposite Laura Linney in the critically acclaimed series More Tales of the City, younger fans will recognize him as vampire Karl in YTV’s Vampire High.  His diverse credits also include Snowboard Academy, American History X and The Art of War.  Since completing My First Wedding, Hopkins has joined the theatrical company of Canada’s prestigious Shakespeare festival in Stratford.  Paul and Kenny particularly enjoyed their scenes together, including the hysterical charades scene.

Cinematographer

Rachael Leigh Cook’s one request for the project was that the cinematographer be experienced in comedy.  After an exhaustive search, the producers and Firode found the best person for the job: Vernon Layton, B.S.C.  Layton began his career in fashion photography in the early sixties and soon found himself working as a studio cameraman on The Rolling Stones Rock N Roll Circus.  He was Oscar winner Walter Lassally’s camera operator on classic features such as Tom Jones and Zorba the Greek before starting his own career as a cinematographer in the late sixties.  Vernon worked on several commercials and documentaries throughout the 70s and 80s with prestigious directors such as Ridley Scott.  He shot a number of feature films in the UK including McVicar, The Young Americans and The Englishman Who Went Up a Hill and Came Down a Mountain, earning the following review from Variety: “[an] especially arresting … stunning visual display by cameraman Vernon Layton.” His work caught Hollywood’s eye, and he has had a busy decade shooting such films as High School High, Seed of Chucky and I Still Know What you Did Last Summer.

The Producing Team

Producer David Gordian entered the industry after an extremely varied background in software, finance and journalism.  He has produced five feature films and recently executive produced the $24 million feature New France starring Tim Roth, Gerard Depardieu and Irene Jacob.  A huge fan of comedy, Gordian championed the script for My First Wedding from the moment he read the first draft.

Gordian’s partner Joan Carr-Wiggin wrote the script to My First Wedding in addition to sharing the producing duties.  They produced her first screenplay, Sleeping With Strangers, starring Adrienne Shelly, which was picked up by Paramount.  Prior to entering the business, Carr-Wiggin was a novelist and economist.  In early 2004 she wrote and directed the feature Clarion’s Call, shot in Malta and starring Juliet Stevenson, Tchéky Karyo, Daniel Stern and Valerie Mahaffey.  Clarion is in post-production.

Antony Blakey, Robert Sidaway and Ashley Sidaway rounded out the producing team, and handled the British coproducing duties on behalf of financiers UKFS 4 LLP.

Production 

Although set in the U.S., My First Wedding was filmed in Montreal.  The movie makes ample use of Montreal’s many charms, featuring a palatial turn of the century mansion overlooking the St. Lawrence River where The Great Gatsby was filmed, the luxurious five star hotel Le Saint-Sulpice in historic Old Montreal, and the dynamic European atmosphere of the exciting Plateau area.  The Plateau location for Nick’s apartment building is located right across the road from Leonard Cohen’s home.

The first rate crew brought to the project their experience with the many studio films that have been filming in Montreal in recent years.  In particular, Key Makeup Artist Colleen Quinton from Martin Scorsese’s The Aviator was an invaluable addition to the creative team.  Colleen commented on how much she enjoyed working on a romantic comedy, and signed on for the producers’ next film Clarion’s Call.  Script supervisor Daniela Saioni said My First Wedding was the happiest set experience she had had since working on My Big Fat Greek Wedding.

Firode’s one complaint during the shooting was that his wife, the excellent French actress Irene Ismailoff, who played Audrey Tautou’s roommate in his film Happenstance, could only join him in Montreal for three weeks of the shoot.  But Irene can be glimpsed behind Kenny Doughty in the scene where Nick has lunch with his mother and sister.

Firode’s distinctive look drew quite a few second glances when he was in Canada.  The crew insisted that he and English cinematographer Vernon Layton couldn’t say they really knew Canada until they had attended a hockey game.  While seated at the game, Firode suddenly had the TV cameras turned on him, as the commentators, who had no idea who he was, took time from the hockey to comment on his startling resemblance to Woody Allen.  Woody Allen crossed with Jacques Tati would have been more accurate, but certainly Firode belongs in the company of filmmakers who have a perfect comic touch.
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