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SYNOPSIS 
 

Genre 

Comedy/Drama/Family 

 

Taglines 

Zilla is getting Married. Zoe is getting Buried. 

Welcome to the Wedding from Hell. 

You Can’t Choose Your Family. 

 

Logline 

A single father struggles to plan a same-sex wedding for his daughter, while his younger 

daughter plots to destroy it by turning it into a horror film. 

 

Short Synopsis 

Zoe, age ten, is obsessed with making horror films. A deadline for a big horror contest is coming 

up, and Zoe is determined to win. But when her father, concerned about her increasingly gory 

activities, orders her to stop making horror films and shoot her sister's wedding week instead, 

Zoe has no other choice.... To win the contest of her dreams, she will have to turn her sister's 

wedding into a horror film. 

 

Long Synopsis 

Zilla is getting married … to the woman of her dreams. She’s a twenty-one-year-old medical 

student with a promising future and an attraction to women. Unfortunately, her family doesn’t 

know that yet. She has one month to come home from school, come out of the closet, introduce 

her zany Portland family to her fiancée’s snobby, uppercrust New England family, and plan a 

wedding together. 

 

Zoe is getting buried … in film deadlines, that is. A ten-year-old girl who refuses to be girly, Zoe 

is obsessed with blood, gore and horror films. She desperately wants to win a local contest for 

the best short horror film. 
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Sal is a single father struggling to raise two daughters. All he wants is for them to turn out 

“normal,” but when his older daughter Zilla comes home from college with the stunning news 

that she’s marrying a woman in one month, and his younger daughter Zoe causes a string of 

disasters related to her horror film, Sal finds himself grappling with more problems than he can 

handle on a limited temper. 

 

Zilla’s fiancée shows up in town with her entire family –including Zilla’s overbearing future 

mother-in-law- in tow, to help plan the wedding. As Portland hippie weirdness collides with New 

England preppy traditionalism, and fluffy pink wedding decorations mingle with bloody red 

horror film props, Zoe weaves in and out of the chaos with her camera: a small, demonic flower 

girl, recording everything. 

 

After Zoe kidnaps and shaves the neighbor’s dog to make a werewolf costume, Sal loses his 

temper. He bans Zoe from working on her horror film ever again. If she wants to film something, 

she can film her sister’s wedding instead. 

 

The only way Zoe can win the contest of her dreams is to turn Zilla’s wedding into a horror film. 

 

Welcome to the Wedding from Hell. 
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AWARDS WON 
 

• BEST PICTURE, Oregon Independent Film Festival 

• BEST COMEDY, Oregon Independent Film Festival 

• AUDIENCE CHOICE AWARD FOR BEST FILM, Seattle Local Sightings Film Festival 

• OPENING NIGHT FEATURE FILM SELECTION, Portland Film Festival 

• QUARTERFINALIST, Francis Ford Coppola’s Zoetrope Screenwriting Contest 

 

 

FILM FESTIVALS 
 

• Portland Film Festival 

• Oregon Independent Film Festival 

• Seattle Local Sightings Film Festival 

• Northwest Filmmakers Festival 

• High Falls Film Festival 

• Santa Fe Film Festival 

• Sioux Falls IndieEvents Film Festival 

 

 

PRESS REVIEWS 
 

Review by TwoOhSix.com 

 

Director Jessica Scalise takes full advantage of her adopted hometown of Portland, Oregon and 

uses it as a backdrop to tell a story about an equally strange and dysfunctional family. Drawing 

inspiration from life experience and integrating it into the weirdness and progressive nature of 

the city, she is able to come up with some genuinely funny moments that poke fun at stereotypes 

and generational divides. This isn't heavy handed story telling by any means; it's all in good fun 

and the focus is on maintaining a lighthearted tone while still touching on a few timely topics. 
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Greg James (Wild) leads the way with a strong performance as a single father who does 

everything he can to raise his two daughters, and he ends up being the core that all the craziness 

revolves around. Meanwhile, the young Aida Valentine makes her feature film debut as a 10-

year-old horror movie obsessed girl who will stop at nothing to bring her dreams (nightmares?) 

to life. Also making her debut is Sam Kamerman who pairs nicely with Mia Allen as the subjects 

of the wedding-turned-horror-film. 

 

The Verdict: Zilla and Zoe is a great first effort from a director who shows a lot of creativity and 

talent with tons of potential for future success. This film helps to keep Portland weird and will 

keep you entertained from beginning to end. 

 

Review by UnseenFilms.net 

 

ZILLA AND ZOE has the potential to become a classic family film. While it can be occasionally 

too shticky, the film has a wonderful heart, some charming characters, and a lovely off kilter 

sense of reality. 

 

The plot of the film has ten-year-old Zoe getting in trouble at school and with her dad. It seems 

that her need to make gory horror films is causing all sorts of trouble with everyone. Things 

become complicated when her older sister comes home and announces that she is going to be 

getting married – just as Zoe finds out that there is horror film contest with a short deadline.  

 

I’ve seen Zilla and Zoe twice now and I like it a great deal. There is a definite off Hollywood 

heart that beats in its chest that makes it something unique and special.  

 

First of the delights is Aida Valentine as Zoe. She is perfectly on target as the horror film 

obsessed heroine who can’t understand why no one appreciates her ghoulish delights … such as 

a Halloween costume that involves being scalped. Having been a ten-year-old obsessive monster 

movie filmmaker, I completely understood exactly what she was going through.  

 

I love that the portrait of the family isn’t your typical one. Zoe and Zilla’s dad is a single one and 
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he has custody rather than the mom (in Hollywood they probably would have killed off the 

mom). Zilla’s fiancée is another woman, and while there is some discussion of her dating men, 

everyone just takes it in stride and goes with it. It’s something I don’t think Hollywood has 

approached, just yet, in a family film. I love that everyone seems to like each other in a way that 

isn’t TV show saccharine… 

 

I suspect that if the right people, and lots of kids, can see it, the film will become a classic. While 

I am not of the right age for it, I do think this is a super film. It is a perfect antidote to 

Hollywood’s idea of wholesome entertainment. 

 

Recommended. 

 

Review by The Portland Tribune 

 

Jessica Scalise’s film “Zilla and Zoe” has hit the film festival circuit and will be featured as the 

opening-night narrative film of the Portland Film Festival. 

 

Scalise both wrote and directed the comedy, which was filmed in Portland and counts local 

actors Julie Elizabeth Knell, Tyler Miller and Sam Kamerman among the cast. It is a 

heartwarming and quirky comedy that explores family and the importance of accepting one 

another for who we really are. 

 

The screenplay was a quarterfinalist in Francis Ford Coppola's Zoetrope Screenwriting Contest, 

one of the top screenwriting contests in the world. Zoetrope looks for screenplays "with the best 

story and execution — regardless of genre or budget requirements." 

 

In a July 2015 interview with The Review and Tidings, Knell said "Zilla and Zoe" is similar in 

style and humor to "Little Miss Sunshine," the 2006 story of a dysfunctional family and their 

road trip to a beauty contest. 

But this time, the star isn't interested in beauty contests. In "Zilla and Zoe," 10-year-old Zoe is 

obsessed with horror films. 
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FEATURED CAST 
 

Sam Kamerman as Zilla 

 

Sam Kamerman is a Los Angeles actress who originally hails from Portland, Oregon. A recent 

graduate of Loyola Marymount University with a BFA in theatre, she has acted in the television 

shows Grimm and Librarians, and many independent films. Most recently she worked on Sophie 

Jones, shot in Portland, and two short films, Her Story and Dispel, shot in Los Angeles. In her 

free time she loves going to the beach, playing guitar, and being involved in theater. 

 

Aida Valentine as Zoe 

 

Aida Valentine, 13, is a Portland-based actor who loves performing. She has enjoyed being part 

of Portland’s professional theater and musical theater scene, in starring roles including James 

from James and the Giant Peach, and Young Alison from Fun Home, as well as several film and 

music videos. She is passionate about her craft and feels very fortunate to be able to take part in 

it. When she’s not acting, you might find her playing with her mini pig or traveling the globe. 

 

Greg James as Sal 

 

After graduating in Theater Arts at the University of Oregon, Greg James went on to act 

professionally on the stage, while also performing in a lead role in The Dividing Hour, 

highlighted on "Roger Ebert & The Movies" as one of the top cult films of all time. Greg went 

on to an extensive acting career. He is most recognized for his roles in the online viral comedic 

smash The Drunk Series; the television series TUFF TV’S COMBAT REPORT; and the 

television series GRIMM. He also appeared in Wild, starring Reese Witherspoon. 

 

Kurt Conroyd as Oscar 

 

Kurt Conroyd is a stage, film and television actor, and coach, living in Portland, Oregon. He has 

been seen on the television shows Portlandia and Grimm, and stars in the hit web-series The 
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Benefits of Gusbandry. He has also appeared in many films including Wild, Birds of Neptune, 

and Lean on Pete. He loves teaching, animals, and, most of all, funny people. 

 

Julie Elizabeth Knell as Cora 

 

Julie Elizabeth Knell began her acting career in Texas at the age of twelve, with Androcles and 

the Lion. Thus began her 30+ year journey in the entertainment industry. From stints in New 

York and Los Angeles, producing Off Broadway, a year on the television show Northern 

Exposure, and many heavy hitting theater roles, she has expanded her abilities with a great 

passion for comic roles. Most recently she appeared in the films Press Start, Western Exit, and 

Pretty Broken. She is also an award-winning writer for her comedy pilot ‘Til There Was You. 

 

Mia Allen as Lu 

 

Mia Allen is an actor, director and producer from Portland, Oregon, who currently splits her time 

between Portland and New York City. She has appeared in the television show Grimm, the cult-

classic remake The Brain That Wouldn’t Die, the avant-garde silent period piece CPR, and a 

multitude of music videos and commercials. She is a self-taught photographer and enjoys 

working with several non-profit organizations. 

 

Holden Goyette as Francis 

 

Holden Goyette is a 13-year-old actor from Portland, Oregon. Acting since the age of five, he 

has worked on productions for Dreamworks, Hallmark and the SYFY Channel. He currently 

plays the recurring role of 5K on SYFY Channel’s Z Nation. His other films include Losing 

Addison, Snakebite, Out of the Darkness, and various short films. He is also known as the 

“Lego” kid in the national Lego Build and Play event. 
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WRITER/DIRECTOR/PRODUCER 
JESSICA SCALISE 

 

Jessica Scalise is a writer, director and producer who lives in Portland, Oregon. Originally from 

California, she grew up in Oakland, graduated from Stanford University, and went on to win a 

full scholarship to film school, graduating with her MFA in film production from USC. 

 

Jessica has written twelve feature screenplays and numerous short stories. She has directed two 

features and several shorts. Her work has placed in contests including the Nicholl Screenwriting 

Contest, Francis Ford Coppola’s Zoetrope Screenwriting Contest, the PAGE International 

Screenwriting Awards, the Raymond Carver Short Story Contest, and the New York Television 

Festival. She has also written for various magazines and literary periodicals, including Bustle. 

 

In 2015, Jessica started her own filmmaking company in Portland, Oregon. Zilla and Zoe is their 

first feature film. In her spare time, Jessica enjoys spending time with her family, reading, 

writing and observing people.  



 10 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

 

I never thought I would end up being that “weird” person in the neighborhood, but independent 

filmmaking has a way of leading you down paths you never thought you’d take. During the 

making of Zilla and Zoe, I dug a grave in my backyard, built a jail cell in my basement, shaved a 

poodle, and blew up a blood-filled Barbie in my attic. (There are still bloodstains on the carpet.) 

 

I stored film props in my garage. Once, in the dead of night, my neighbors were treated to the 

sight of a windowless van pulling silently to the curb. My film crew, dressed entirely in black, 

hopped out and smuggled three coffins into my garage, beneath the waning moon. 

 

A lot of blood, sweat and tears went into this movie, but mostly blood. Fake blood, that is. So is 

it a horror film? Nope. It’s more of a romantic comedy for the modern age, in which a big, crazy 

Portland family tries to plan a same-sex wedding for their daughter Zilla and her fiancée, whose 

uppercrust, New England family arrives en masse to help (or hinder) the wedding plans. 

Meanwhile, Zilla’s little sister Zoe, a 10-year-old obsessed with blood and gore, runs around in 

the background trying to make a horror film out of the wedding footage. 

 

Why did I decide to make a comedy? I love comedies. I love them because they make me laugh, 

but also because they have the power to break down barriers. People let their guard down when 

they’re laughing. They relax their prejudices. They’re more willing to consider another point of 

view or an interesting theme. 

 

I guess you could say the theme of this movie is “weirdness”. We all have “weird” things about 

us that set us apart. Zilla is a lesbian. Zoe is a girl who likes gore more than dolls. I have three 

coffins in my garage. Weirdness is special. Weirdness is great. Imagine how boring it would be 

to live in a world where everyone was the same! But a world in which we could accept ourselves 

and our families for the weird things that make us unique would be a happier, healthier place. 

 

I hope Zilla and Zoe will be a big hit, so I can finance my next film and possibly replace my 

bloodstained carpet. But most of all, I hope it will make people laugh. 
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DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

SEAN D. BROWN 

 

Sean D. Brown is a cinematographer and the founder of the cinema robotics company Motorized 

Precision. Originally from New York, he now travels frequently but considers Portland, Oregon 

his home. His passion for storytelling was sparked by his career as a child actor. From there, he 

went on to experiment with his own projects and ultimately found his calling in cinematography. 

He has worked on projects for Disney, Microsoft, Marvel, ESPN, Apple, Samsung and Adidas, 

as well as many independent films. In his spare time he enjoys film photography and hanging out 

with his golden retriever, Chai T. 

 

COMPOSER 
JAMES SIZEMORE 

 

James Sizemore is a composer, arranger, and producer with notable credits in film and television. 

James’ music ranges from the additional music in the family film A Dog’s Purpose, to adding 

string arrangements to M Night Shamylan’s dark film Split. 

 

James composed additional music and arranged and produced the score for the award winning 

film Spotlight. Previously James spent three years working with director Peter Jackson and 

composer Howard Shore, orchestrating and arranging the music for The Hobbit Trilogy. 

 

With a versatile background in many musical styles, James has ranged from the big Broadway 

musical numbers written for the recent OJ: The Musical  to the ambient soundscapes heard in 

David Cronenberg’s films Maps to the Stars and Cosmopolis. His versatility can also be heard in 

Jon Stewart’s film Rosewater, where ethnic Persian soloists intermingle with hip-hop and rock 

influences. 

 

James has served on the faculty of New York University and the City University of New York, 

teaching classes on film sound and music. He lives in the Hudson Valley, NY with his wife and 

daughters. 



 12 

 

PRODUCTION INFORMATION 
 

Produced by SCALISE PICTURES LLC 

 

2911 NW Cornell Rd 

Portland, OR 97210 

 

Phone: 707-480-9888 

Email: scalise.jessica@gmail.com 

 

Distributed by INDICAN PICTURES 

 

1041 North Formosa Ave 

Formosa Building, Suite 221A 

West Hollywood, CA 90046 

 

Phone: 323-850-2667 

Email: contact@indicanpictures.com 
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END CREDITS 
 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY 

JESSICA SCALISE 

 

PRODUCED BY 

JESSICA SCALISE 

 

STARRING 

 

SAM KAMERMAN 

AIDA VALENTINE 

GREG JAMES 

KURT CONROYD 

JULIE ELIZABETH KNELL 

 

with 

 

MIA ALLEN 

& 

HOLDEN GOYETTE 

 

CASTING BY 

LANA VEENKER CSA & ERYN GOODMAN CSA 

RANIELLE GRAY 

 

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

SEAN D. BROWN 

 

MUSIC COMPOSED BY 

JAMES SIZEMORE 



 14 

 

PRODUCTION DESIGN BY 

ROB TAYLOR 

 

COSTUME DESIGN BY 

CINDY TAYLOR 

 

CAST 

 

Zilla 

Zoe 

Sal 

Oscar 

Cora 

Lu 

Francis 

Geoffrey 

Pat 

Angie 

Dwayne 

Pastor Bob 

Earth 

Matt 

Mark 

John 

Mrs. McGillicuddy 

Aunt Marge 

Grandma 

Cupcake Customer 

Cupcake Clerk 

School Principal 

SAM KAMERMAN 

AIDA VALENTINE 

GREG JAMES 

KURT CONROYD 

JULIE ELIZABETH KNELL 

MIA ALLEN 

HOLDEN GOYETTE 

TERRY LYBECKER 

ETHAN ATKINSON 

TAYLOR JEAN GRADY 

BRIAN SUTHERLAND 

KEVIN MURPHY 

DANIELLE WEATHERS 

GRANT DAVIS 

TYLER TAFT 

ALEX CARVER 

CATHERINE M. MELO 

BRYNN BARON 

PATTY PRICE-YATES 

MATT SUNDERLAND 

CARTER HOWARD 

AMALIA ALARCON MORRIS 
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Fifi the Poodle 

Bridal Shop Owner 

Bridal Shop Salesgirl 

Police Officer 

Portland Driver 

Portland Bicyclist 

Coffin Delivery Man 

Keep Portland Weird Activist 

Las Vegas Stylist 

Mayor of Portland Charlie Hales 

Limo Driver 

EMT 

Nurse 

Hospital Patient 

Doctor 

Hospital Receptionist 

Grumpy Man in Hospital 

LoveBomb Go-Go Marching Band 

of Portland, Oregon 

EVA MORGAN 

ALEXA SIMONE 

WHITNEY PETERSON 

NIC COSTA 

EVAN HAYES 

MARIO CALABRESE 

TRAVIS D. BROWN 

BLAINE BAILEY 

LULU LUSCIOUS 

AS HIMSELF 

ROB TAYLOR 

JERRY BELL, JR. 

DANIELLE VALENTINE 

CARIN COUNIHAN 

GARY BELSKY 

SEAN BURNS 

ALAN KING 

AS THEMSELVES 

 

CREW 

 

First Assistant Director 

Second Assistant Director 

Executive Producers 

 

Co-Producer 

Assistant Producers 

 

Location Manager 

First Assistant Camera 

WILLIAM WHITLEY 

WHITNEY PETERSON 

PAT SALISBURY 

LAWRENCE SALISBURY 

SEAN D. BROWN 

SARA COLEMAN 

JASMINE SANCHEZ 

JULIE LEW 

TRAVIS D. BROWN 
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Second Assistant Camera 

 

Third Assistant Camera 

Sound Mixer 

Additional Sound Mixer 

Boom Operator 

Gaffer 

Best Boy Electric 

Key Grip 

Jib Operator 

Media Manager 

Additional Data Work 

Makeup Artist 

Makeup Assistants 

 

Wardrobe Supervisor 

Wardrobe Assistants 

 

Art Assistants 

 

 

 

 

Still Photographer 

Production Assistants 

 

 

 

Stunt Coordinators 

 

CODY BURROWS 

JULIE LEW 

CHELSEA LAGOMARSINO 

TAFADZWA NEMARUNDWE 

JOSH NEAL 

LARRY JOHNSON 

BLAINE BAILEY 

MIKE WEISS 

SEAN BURNS 

ERIN CLARK 

TIM JANKOWSKI 

TAFADZWA NEMARUNDWE 

CHRIS HACKETT 

AMBER ARPIN 

AMY MILES 

RILEY PALCIC 

SARAH BELLET 

ENRIQUE SOLANA 

ZARA ZHI 

BETSY ANDERSON 

BRE GIPSON 

CARLA MIELNIK 

RILEY PALCIC 

PATRICK SCHMALTZ 

CHELSEA LAGOMARSINO 

AXEL KOZBER 

LAUREL REID 

GEOFF W. VRIJMOET 

AMBER WITT 

JERRY BUXBAUM 

SCOTT HILLS 
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Assistant Stunt Coordinator 

Choreography by 

 

 

 

Editor 

Assistant Editors 

 

Mixed at 

Supervising Sound Editor/Mixer 

Sound FX Editor 

Mix Assistant 

Musician, Guitar & Banjo 

Musician, Clarinets 

Color Grade by 

Colorist 

Assistant Colorist 

Colorist Assistant 

VFX Artists 

RON RIDENOUR 

KRISTEN RUSSELL 

AIDA VALENTINE 

HOLDEN GOYETTE 

MARS DE PONTE 

JESSICA SCALISE 

CAMERON HARRISON 

RYAN DOUGLASS 

JOINT EDITORIAL 

NOAH WOODBURN 

MORGAN JOHNSON 

NATALIE HUIZENGA 

JOHN ATZBERGER 

DAVID ROTHENBERG 

CHROMACOLOR 

JORDAN SNIDER 

DARREN HARTMAN 

EMILY LEVY 

MIKE QUINN, MISSION CONTROL 

JORDAN SNIDER, CHROMACOLOR 

 

SONGS 

 

SYNAPTIC VORTEX 

COMPOSED BY MARS DE PONTE 

PERFORMED BY MARS DE PONTE 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 

 

ALBERTA ABBEY 

ALEX LOCKWOOD 
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BRIDES FOR A CAUSE 

CANDICE JACKSON, ATTORNEY AT LAW 

CASIE FOX 

CHEZ DODO 

CHOPOLLOS 

COCOON SILK 

DANIEL HURTS 

DANNY JACOBS 

EFRAM PETER 

ELIZABETH & ETHAN LEVI 

EVENTS UNLIMITED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

GEARHEAD GRIP & ELECTRIC 

HILLSDALE COMMUNITY CHURCH 

JEFF BURNS 

JEN HARLOW 

JMI LIMOUSINE 

JOSH TATE 

JUSTIN GUERRIERI 

KELZ BEAUTY SALON 

MICHELLE REGOSO 

MIKE WEISS 

MR. FORMAL 

PAULA MORGAN 

PEN DENSHAM 

PETER CORVALLIS PRODUCTIONS 

POLLO NORTE 

PORTLAND STREETCAR 

RACHEL GOREE 

RAY & JUDY SMITKE 

ROB KOSITCHEK 
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ROBERT MICHAUD 

SANDY MESSINA 

SHAWN ROBERTS 

STEVE KRAUTSCHEID 

SUHAIL KAFITY 

SWEET STORY BAKERY 

TARRAMERE JEWELRY 

THE HOT BOX BBQ 

THE LIPPMAN CO. 

THE PECULARIUM 

THE ROXY 

TRIOS JEWELRY 

TUALITY HOSPITAL 

VOODOO DOUGHNUT 

 

AND A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO: 

 

SAMUEL, KATHLEEN, KARINA, DOMINIC & NICOLE SCALISE 

& STAN SALISBURY 

 

JAN, BILL, JONATHAN, WHITNEY & KRISTEN RUSSELL 

& SCOTT & WYATT RASCOE 

 

AND ALL OF OUR CROWDFUNDING BACKERS 

 

  



 20 

CLOSING 
 

Thank you for your interest in Zilla and Zoe. For all inquiries, please contact: 

 

INDICAN PICTURES 

 

1041 North Formosa Ave 

Formosa Building, Suite 221A 

West Hollywood, CA 90046 

 

Phone: 323-850-2667 

Email: contact@indicanpictures.com 


