


Addicted to Your Smartphone? Here’s What to Do
Why smartphones hook us in, plus tips on reclaiming 
your time and concentration.

Our Addiction To Cell Phones Is Costing Lives. 
Here’s How We Can Stop It.

Here’s what it says about your personality if 
you’re constantly checking your phone

Are You Addicted to Your 
Cell Phone?
Is it cell phone addiction or 
normal social interaction? 

Can Excessive Cellphone Use Become an Addiction?
New study suggests potential harm, but one expert says 
jury is still out on the issue

Time to hang up the iPhone and hang out

Could Your Cell Phone Addiction 
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My iPhone addiction was making me a terrible mom

Our National Smartphone Addiction Is Just Getting Started

5 Seriously Bad Side Effects of Your Smartphone Addiction

Why Checking Your Smart Phone Can Become Compulsive

Cell Phone Addiction Is So Real People Are Going to Rehab for It

Addicted to Your Phone? There’s Help for That

A Film by Russell Brown

Can You Really Be Addicted to Your Cell Phone?
It’s not an official disorder, but that hasn’t stopped 
some people from going to rehab to deal with their 
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10 signs you might be addicted 
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Director’s Notes 

 
The process of writing SEARCH ENGINES was one of relative fluidity and speed, and it’s possible that  
this reflects the depth to which I’d thought about its themes before they ever coagulated into a script.  Like 
many people, I spend too much time on the phone, on the internet, on dating websites, online shopping. I 
seem to be constantly searching – and it occurred to me that “search” is really the operative concept of our 
time. The technological revolution has come about because of this very human activity – our unrelenting, 
constant, lifelong search for meaning and search for purpose.  
 
Whereas we once went to religion or philosophy, we now search the internet for answers. And so, SEARCH 
ENGINES is actually having a conversation about spirituality, not technology – the movie is using the 
phones as a device to reveal the hopes, secrets, insecurities and desires of the characters. The phones 
themselves are lifeless and inanimate objects. (Considering their power, it’s easy to forget this.) It was a 
deliberate decision rarely to show the screens on the actual devices, because essentially what is on the screens 
is irrelevant. The important thing to me was how each character is getting tricked up by the false promise of 
the phone, and in that, by their own flaws.  
 
When I first met with the cast, I told them (somewhat jokingly) we were making a new genre, which I was 
going to call Metaphysical Farce. As we prepared, I looked at the works of some of my favorite filmmakers – 
Altman, Antonioni, Buñuel – for clues on how to approach the satirical and philosophical themes. Like 
certain works of those great directors, I wanted to introduce a situation that almost seemed trivial from the 
outset – a family Thanksgiving comedy that you might see on cable TV – but slowly allow the story to get 
weirder and deeper as it goes along. A joke I often tell about this film is that I’ve made the first Thanksgiving 
movie in history where nobody eats turkey and passes mashed potatoes at the end. One of the challenges of 
the film was to introduce this turn slowly and subtly, so that the audience almost doesn’t know what’s 
happening until suddenly we are in a very strange place, almost no longer on earth.    
 
Perhaps the greatest joy of making SEARCH ENGINES was the opportunity for the first time to work with 
an ensemble cast. Each of my previous films has essentially been a two-hander, and it was invigorating to 
show up to set with the knowledge that I’d be working with different combinations of actors throughout the 
shoot. The process of building each character started with a meeting in which we barely talked about the 
script. As I learned more about the actors, I would re-write scenes and mold them to what I felt would be 
good material for the actor to use. They were subtle changes, but I think the process contributed to our 
being on the same page when we arrived on set. It also suggested a fluidity that couldn’t help but make 
everyone feel comfortable. If the cliché fears about working with an ensemble cast include personality clashes 



 

 

and different working styles, the truth is we didn’t encounter any of this while making SEARCH 
ENGINES. There was an ease, freedom and joy on this set, and I think that spirit shows up in the final 
product.    
 
At the same time, it was fun to discover what I could count on consistently from each individual. Joely 
Fisher brought lifeforce and intelligence; Connie Stevens was always graceful and warm; Nick Court had a 
sly look and wicked sense of humor; Daphne Zuniga always had pain underneath a tough exterior; Jonathan 
Slavin’s nervous energy was unerringly sympathetic. Part of my role as director was recognizing and 
capturing the most interesting qualities that each actor brought to each character. I noticed early on that this 
cast was often so interesting with their own choices, I didn’t need to provide “direction”; I came to think of 
it more as providing “energy” and “newness” so that it was fun to do another take, not necessarily trying to 
achieve something “better”.  
 
A number of considerations were operative in the choice to make so much use of zooms and roving camera. 
The main idea was that I wanted to create a sense of unease by the suggestion of an omniscient “eye” that is 
watching the proceedings. The camera is not invisible, it’s in the house, watching these people, creeping 
around and “considering” their behavior. Another intention is the suggestion of simultaneous action (which 
is essential in a movie about a party) but more in the notion that we all (the audience) are also having this 
conversation simultaneously. This debate about technology is ubiquitous, and it was an interesting 
experiment to suggest the experience of the “real world” using these camera moves. A third intention was to 
keep the space feeling dynamic and constantly changing so that the audience never sees the same space in the 
same way.  
 
A note on my collaborators. Like most filmmakers, I could write pages upon pages about each member of 
my key crew. Kerry Barden and Adam Richards assembled the incredible cast with taste and sensitivity and 
intelligence. Christopher Gosch is an inventive and gifted DP who was a joy to be around at every moment 
and whose spirit and creativity are in every frame of the movie. My often collaborator Chris Munch is a 
genius who generously takes time from his own projects to cobble together my movies. Another frequent 
collaborator is Ryan Beveridge, whose score for this movie is inspired and essential. John Baumgartner kept 
cool during a heat wave in Woodland Hills, a difficult homeowner, and so many other minor catastrophes – 
I’ll forever be grateful. Leah Mann filled the house with Thanksgiving and tailored each room (and phone) 
to each character with sensitivity. Kristen Anacker, who has designed costumes for all my films, perfectly 
captured the California casual Thanksgiving spirit as interpreted by each character. 
 
 
 
 
		



 

 

	

Writer/director Bio 

Russell Brown is currently editing his fourth narrative feature, Search Engines, starring an ensemble cast 
including Joely Fisher, Connie Stevens, Daphne Zuniga, Natasha Wagner, and Barry Watson.  
 
His third feature film, Annie and the Gypsy, starring Cybill Shepherd, premiered at the Seattle Film Festival 
in June, 2012. Osiris Entertainment distributed the film in Spring, 2013. 
 

“Writer/director Russell Brown makes short, sharp films that investigate how and why friends treat 
each other badly... In Annie and the Gypsy, Brown’s most ambitious, and arguably most 
accomplished film to date, Brown provides a keenly-observed study of the title character (deftly 
played by Cybill Shepherd) who throws a Spanish-themed dinner party hoping to reconnect with 
Gordon, a man she loved in Spain decades ago.”  (Film International) 

 
The Blue Tooth Virgin, his second feature narrative, was released theatrically in the United States by Regent 
Releasing in September, 2009.  It won the Special Jury Prize at the Seattle International Film Festival in the 
New American Cinema competition. 
 

“Hilarious, acutely knowing... Yet comedy enables Brown to dig into the art-industry equation that 
is the eternal Hollywood challenge, as well as questions about values, priorities, standards, goals -- all 
leading to what is all-important: self-knowledge. It’s not too much to hazard that Billy Wilder 
would have enjoyed The Blue Tooth Virgin.” (Los Angeles Times) 
 
“What's striking, brilliant, and refreshing about this story is its sheer minimalist quality... And what 
dialogue it is! Beautiful and quotable, intriguing and challenging. There are so many great themes 
here, you truly wonder how writer/director Russell Brown will find something else to write about in 
future projects.” (Film.com) 

 
Race You to the Bottom was released theatrically in the United States in March, 2007, by Here Films. The 
film played at festivals worldwide and earned a best actress award at Outfest. 
 



 

 

“Top notch... Writing and directing with perceptive wit, Brown adroitly captures the quicksilver 
shifts in moods within a tempestuous, passionate romance between two articulate, free-thinking 
young people.” (Los Angeles Times) 
 
“Brown’s screenplay and direction, both economical and unshowy, sketch character dynamics in 
crisp terms that resist the temptation to explain all, beg sympathy, or heighten drama for purely 
histrionic purposes.”  (Variety) 

 
Brown recently directed the educational program Karen Black: On Acting, a master class seminar with the 
iconic actress. The film has screened at festivals across the country and will have its television premiere in 
August, 2014, on PBS stations.   
 
He has also made numerous well-received short films. Conversation With a Cigarette, a one-man chamber 
piece starring the well-respected British actor Ian Hart, is about a man facing his greatest enemy: A 
Cigarette. Mama Laura’s Boys (2002), about the oldest blues club in Los Angeles, was broadcast on PBS, 
and Reality USA (2004), a study of the emotional and geographic landscape of America, was based on work 
by the noted poet Mark Halliday. Both short films premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival. Everyone Who 
Hears This Story Gets Laid (2012), starring noted performance artist Philip Littell, premiered at Outfest.   
 
Russell provides support to hospital patients across Los Angeles as a certified animal therapist with Love On 
4 Paws. He also serves as the organization’s fundraising coordinator. He has also served on the board of the 
Los Angeles Zoo and was awarded a commendation from the City of Los Angeles for his work with the Boys 
and Girls Club of Venice. A Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Southern California’s Film program in 
1998, he held creative executive positions with Laura Ziskin Productions at Columbia Pictures and Saturday 
Night Live Studios at Paramount Pictures. Russell is a long distance runner, swimmer and triathlete. 



 

 

	

Cast 

 
 

Joely Fisher (Judy) is best known for her work on television as Paige Clark on Ellen as 
well as Joy Stark in the Fox sitcom 'Til Death, and most recently as a guest judge 
on RuPaul's Drag U, and also on stage and in films. 

 
 

Daphne Zuniga (Kate) is known for her roles as Jo Reynolds on the Fox prime time 
soap opera Melrose Place, as Victoria Davis on The CW teen drama One Tree Hill, and as 
Princess Vespa in the Mel Brooks film Spaceballs. 
 

 

 

 
 
Barry Watson (David) is known for his roles of Dr. Matthew "Matt" Camden on 7th 
Heaven, Brian Davis in What About Brian and Todd Deepler in Samantha Who?. 
 

 

 
 
Connie Stevens (Geena): is best known for her role in the television series Hawaiian 
Eye and other TV and film work 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 
Michael Muhney (Rick) is known for his role as Sheriff Don Lamb on Veronica Mars, 
as well as his role as Adam Newman on The Young and the Restless.  
 

 

 

 
Natasha Gregson Wagner (Georgia) was born in Los Angeles, California, the daughter 
of Richard Gregson, a film producer, and actress Natalie Wood. She is known for High 
Fidelity, Two Girls and a Guy and Urban Legend.  
 

 

 
 

Jonathan Slavin (Jesse) may be best known for his portrayal of illustrator Byron 
Togler on the Fox network's sitcom Andy Richter Controls the Universe, Ogo from the 
CGI animated show Robot and Monster, and as scientist Phil Myman on 
ABC's sitcom Better Off Ted. 

 

 

 
Michelle Hurd (Petra) is known for The Glades (2010), Another World (1964) and Law 
& Order: Special Victims Unit (1999). 
 

 

 

 
Devon Graye (Bert) is mostly known for portraying teenage Dexter in the TV 
series Dexter.  
 

 

 
 
Nick Court (Shane) is known for 300: Rise of an Empire (2014), Jack Ryan: Shadow 
Recruit (2014) and I Am Sami (2014). 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Philip Karner (Dylan) is best known for starring in the film Kiss the Bride. 
 

 

 

 
 
Ayumi Iizuka (Kimmy) is an actress and writer, known for Hollywoodland (2006), Love, 
Sex and Eating the Bones (2003) and The Kill (2013). 
 

 

 

Grace Folsom (Zoe) is known for Things I Don't Understand (2012), Pose (2010) and In 
the Dark (2015). 

 

 

Nicole Cummins (Lily) is known for Logan (2010), Killing Mephisto (2012) 
and Shadowland (2008).  
 



 

 

 

Selected Press from Production 

 

The Insider: On Set With Connie Stevens and Joely Fisher 

https://screen.yahoo.com/latest-entertainment-videos/set-connie-stevens-joely-fisher-230444843.html 

International Business Times: 'The Young and The Restless' Actor Signs A Film Called 'Search 
Engines' 
 
http://au.ibtimes.com/articles/567851/20140928/michael-muhney-film-fired-daytime-series-
sexual.htm#.VEWOJYt4rz8 



 

 

 
 

Synopsis 

Logline: Sanity and relationships are put to the test when mysterious circumstances force a family to 
survive the annual American Thanksgiving holiday without their cell phones.  

 

SEARCH ENGINES is a social satire about the essential relationship of the modern era: human beings and 
their phones. It's Thanksgiving, and family and friends have gathered for the annual American celebration of 
togetherness and gratitude. When reception mysteriously goes dead throughout the house, each character 
must deal with his own crisis: marriages are tested, values questioned and everyone's future is thrown into 
the balance. If the human experience is one of search -- for meaning, purpose and love -- this is a story of 
how technology is leading us further astray.  
 


