The COLOMBIAN

Synopsis:  
ONE QUIET MAN ventures to the exotic land of Colombia where disputes are settled with a gun and only the strong survive. Enchanted by the exotic world of Emeralds this Modern Day Cowboy embraces the rugged life becoming the King of South America and the enemy of the Cocaine Cartels. Watch him as he loves, outsmarts and shoots his way through the last Wild West Frontier to become a Legend.  

The Story:  
The film kicks off in the capital with a large scene involving hundreds of extras, police and a riot scene. The buzz is that the film is bigger than Barbet Schroeder’s Lady of the Assassins (the last film shot on location in Colombia back in 2001!). Swamped by the press, the production adapts to work under the eye and intensity of heavily armed bodyguards: more than a dozen of them cling on to loaded shotguns stationed on set during every physical day of shooting. During the second week, a statement by the guerilla is announced that due to President Bush’s anti-drug aid to the Colombian government, all Americans in Colombia are now moving targets for terrorism and kidnapping. 

Great start to 2008!  All Americans in the production are targets of the threat which leads to actor drop outs as people flee. The producers continue shooting the companion documentary footage for Esmeralderos while contemplating what to do. 35mm film is illegally smuggled from L.A to Miami and then into Colombia.  It’s decided that production will resume without any U.S. “name actors” and the positions are refilled with South American actors. The next two weeks proceed without problems but then by week four the media blows up a small dispute between Producer Hayata and an actor into a violent confrontation. Now the press has turned negative and the film still has to shoot.  In week five, while shooting on downtown streets demonstrations suddenly rampage the streets. Flocks of people run seeking cover from tear gas and gun-powder bombs.  The crew remains inside an office building while outside, crew members and actors panic. 

Now the real dangers await as the production moves from the confines and relative protection of the city to the mines. To date, numerous attempts to shoot in these areas have been made by film crews worldwide, but most have been driven out. During the Guerra Verde, the Emerald War in 1987, news reporters struggled to get coverage of the gruesome massacres. A few years later, a British documentary pulled out of the mine zone after an infamous run-in. Emerald land is closed off to outsiders. Members of Emerald Families and natives are the only few to cross the frontiers. Colombians rarely stray to these forbidden corners of the country. Esmeralderos; emerald cowboys are feared and disliked for their cutthroat image. They are taboo: the dark cowboys of the South American Andes. Their land is one without law, where civil order is scarcely practiced or upheld. Esmeralderos abide by their own law and punishment. 

It’s this sense of the old West that led us to film the documentary Esmeralderos/Emerald Cowboy documenting this strange, alien world of rugged individuals who are outside the law. Arrangements for the journey are made and there is much to be considered. All departments are downsized and men replace nearly all women in the crew as a precaution. Although security measures are reinforced, several other crew members back out refusing to enter the mines. The comforts of paved roads, telephones, warm water and air conditioning soon become a thing of the past. The production hits the road on the seventh week. Ten hours deep into the mountains, treacherous roads prevent further advance. Production trucks get stuck in mud and tires blow up every couple of hours in the dead of the night. Two days of arduous travel through the Andean jungle initiates even the strong hearted. The caravan must stay together. The journey has just begun… Military checkpoints and police searches are done often and at random. The further the jungle leads, the more intense conditions become. Bodyguards keep their eyes open for infamous guerilla tolls disguised as National Police who kidnap for ransom. Rainstorms, heat waves, injuries, road robbery, entrapment, vehicle wrecks and a mountain rockslide are some of the experiences that will rattle the production in time. 

Upon arrival in the mines, tropical heat and a striking lush panorama welcome the production. Deep in the bosom of the beautiful Andes there is no turning back. Curious town people come out to see a film crew march down their streets for the first time. Dozens of idle children gather from early morning on set and follow the crew like a circus. Miners and town men, armed and somber, watch coolly from canteens at daybreak. They sport side arms tucked in their jeans and boots; cowboy style. Village women prepare meals over wood and coal in dirt floor bungalows.

Yet at night gun battles on the streets awaken production members in their admittedly shabby hotel rooms. Hayata’s personal soldiers stay awake through the night with weapons over their shoulders by the doors of the directors and producers to insure no kidnappings. The production team becomes a quiet audience to a rare modern day cowboy in a place reminiscent of an 1800's killing zone.
That gives you a sense of the adventure that we embarked upon just to make this film about this extraordinary individual. 

History:  
E m e r a l d s a n d E s m e r a l d e r o s

The emerald has been a celebrated and cherished gemstone in history by figures ranging from Cleopatra, to ancient philosopher Pliny, Roman Emperor Nero and even Shah Jahan, the builder of the Taj Mahal. To the Romans the emerald was the face of Venus, Goddess of beauty and love and symbolized the reproductive forces of Mother Nature. The Ancient Incas and Aztecs in South America worshipped the emerald as a holy stone of spring and new life. The Egyptians adored the stone as a talisman of eternal life and so adorned crowns and sacred objects with it. Among many beliefs was that the emerald brought prosperity, fortune and intelligence to its owners as well as guardianship against misfortune. The emerald was also known for its alleged powers in healing eyesight. Today there is a popular myth that the emerald has the mysterious power of enchantment and that is why it is so fervently sought by men.

Since the discovery of the brilliant green gemstone, the finest and highest valued emeralds in the world have come from Colombia’s mines. Colombia is also one of the largest global exporters of this precious stone along with Brazil, Zimbabwe, Madagascar, Russia and Australia. Although the diamond is more popularly known to be the highest valued gem, the emerald is the most valuable precious stone due to its rarity versus the diamond, which is found in more abundance and has lower carat-quality value than the emerald. 

The largest emerald mining districts in Colombia are Muzo, Cosquez and Chivor in the state of Boyacá, located northeast of the country’s capital, Bogotá. The mines are in an almost inaccessible topography with thick forest vegetation, making it a difficult region to reach as well as an ideal hideaway for today’s guerilla. The mine entrances sit approximately 2500 meters (7500 feet) above sea level on mountains and have been excavated for more than a hundred years in nearly 150 mining sites. Thousands of people who deal with rough emeralds live in these areas. These are the people who are called esmeralderos.

The lifestyle of the esmeraldero resembles that of the cowboy in the American Wild West, but instead of a saddled horse, the esmeraldero rides a jeep to move around his treacherous terrain. The esmeraldero country is a fearless land without law, where government structure is scarcely practiced or upheld. Powerful esmeraldero families reign over villages, mines and towns, while outsiders and newcomers rarely survive within the borders of the outlawed land.  In spite of the natural and radiant beauty of the emerald, it has long caused bloodshed and struggle dating back to the early 1500’s, when the exploitation of the Colombian mines led by the Spaniards foreshadowed a future filled with battle over the stone. Violence and a hard way of life beset a lush green land that is now a fighting ground for the modern day emerald cowboy. 

Esmeralderos are the last of a dying breed; they are rugged treasure hunters who thrive off the harsh Colombian mines. They deal with rough emeralds fresh from the mountains, passing the stones on to the comisionistas, the sales men who work on commission. Hundreds of these “commission men” gather daily on Avenida Jiménez, the traditional emerald market street in Bogotá. They hustle the stones to the local buyers who get them out to the foreign market. This lifestyle and world remained fairly anonymous until the 1980’s when la Guerra Verde, the Green War, struck the mine districts of Cosquez, Otanche and Muzo. 

This war was triggered by mine owners, regional esmeralderos and the mine workers who battled for larger shares of the stones. This battle over profits spurned growing hatred causing murder after murder eventually escalating into devastating wide spread massacres making Colombia one of the most dangerous countries in the world. The war continued for over ten years eventually involving all esmeralderos before spilling into additional wars with the Cartels. By the time this conflict wound down there were more than five thousand people murdered a year for a decade.

The fight for the brilliant green gemstone continues today in corners of the world unknown to most laying deep into the Andean Mountains. For centuries the story behind this mysterious stone has been kept untold. Although rarely known by its owner, the triumph and glory of the emerald lies in every stone.  Esmeralderos are the dark cowboys of the Colombian Andes. Feared for their hard and dangerous image, these modern day gunslingers have become myths and legends throughout Latin America and the film THE COLOMBIAN tells the story of the man who rose to the top of this violent world and became a legend….
The Backdrop:  
Colombia 

Colombia has long been terrorized by the infamous left wing guerilla organizations FARC -Revolutionary Forces of Colombia- and ELN -National Liberation Army-. Privately financed armies of mercenaries, paramilitaries are also amongst groups that threaten national security. These groups fight each other for control of the goods and land while battling the government for political purposes. The guerillas survive from corruption, kidnapping, extortion, narcotic activities and theft. 

Despite continued efforts by the Colombian government and recent American financial aid to fight the left-wing rebel groups the national situation has worsened throughout the years; terrorist attacks and killings have soared. 

The entire country has long been shaken by crime and violence resulting in a deteriorating economy that struggles to survive. In the countryside, farmers and villagers have been the primary victims, but more recently the cities are now experiencing a rise in terrorism targeted at public officials and the rich. This has caused thousands of Colombians to migrate abroad to places like Miami and other Central American countries as a Colombians now feel mired in a country with no hope. 

In recent political elections, Alvaro Uribe, a promising and fearless candidate, took office with a plan to face the guerillas with a power since peace talks had failed. The FARC adapted a new slogan after his election, “For every Uribe vote, there will be a grave” and during Uribe’s Presidential inauguration, they launched a bloody attack that killed 21 people. Undaunted Uribe leads a determined war against the guerillas calling for foreign aid and awareness against the fight against global terrorism. 

Although many fear that Uribe’s efforts will continue to unleash rebel opposition, all agree that the fight to a peaceful Colombia will be hard, but must be fought. 

Key Principal Players:  
Andrew Molina 

Producer/Director 

Prior to graduating from Chapman University ANDREW MOLINA produced the film Double Down, starring Jason Priestley, Peter Dobson, David Proval and Richard Portnow. The feature was picked up by Lions Gate Films for domestic distribution. Andrew graduated with Departmental Honors in 1999 from Chapman University Film School with a BFA in Film and TV production. He was born in New York City, raised in Latin America and California. He is fluent in both cultures and languages

After graduating he produced the film Sex and a Girl a.k.a. Alex in Wonder, starring Academy Award Nominee® Geneviève Bujold, Robert Hays and Danny Masterson from That 70’s Show. The film premiered at the Santa Barbara Film Festival. Andrew was also a consultant to the films, Just Add Love, starring Wendy Malick from Just Shoot Me, and This Town, starring artist Marcella Detroit and Micheal Praed.  Andrew has produced numerous music videos including Más Tequila, and Things’ve Changed for rock icon Sammy Hagar and Directed Guns Around Yourself, for Sion K. His extensive producing experience is surrounded by directorial work on TV commercials and TV shows.  

In 2001 Andrew Directed and Produced the film Emerald Cowboy, shot in Colombia, South America and in the US. In 2002 he reunited with Sammy Hagar to produce his feature documentary Long Road to Cabo, covering the Sam & Dave Tour. In the spring of 2003, Andrew directed the film Life’s a Pizza, starring Frank Medrano from Sleepers before embarking on The Colombian which took his experiences on Emerald Cowboy and allowed him to bring the story of Eishy Hayata to the big screen. The film debuted on theaters around the country and comes to DVD in 2011.
Joe Kraemer

Composer

JOE studied at Berklee College of Music in Boston for both film composing and songwriting. After graduating with a degree in Film Scoring, he moved to Los Angeles to begin writing for film professionally.  He scored his first feature film in 1995, after penning music for the television series Land’s End, and contributing a song to the MGM film Kingpin. He has continued to score films, working on such projects as The Way of the Gun, The Hitcher 2 and Framed. His score for The Way of the Gun was named both “Sleeper Score of the Year 2000” and runner-up for “Best Score of the Year 2000” by Video Watchdog Magazine. Music from the Movies.com voted him “Film Music Newcomer of the Year 2000” in their annual poll, and Film Score Monthly.com named it one of the top five scores of 2000. 

Other projects include The Underworld, written by Christopher McQuarrie, Burn, winner of the Special Jury Prize at Slamdance 1998, produced by Bryan Singer and David Hayter of The X-Men, We Married Margo, written and directed by J.D. Shapiro, Robin Hood: Men In Tights, and the symphonic piece An American Childhood: A Tone Poem For Piano And Orchestra. Recent projects include An Unreasonable Man and the new television series – Femme Fatales.

Joe has collaborated with directors Chris McQuarrie, Bryan Singer, The Farrelly Brothers, Diane Keaton, Richard Benjamin, Louis Morneau, Daniel Petrie, Jr., Rod Holcomb, The Russo Brothers and Charles Russell. He has also worked with film composers John Ottman, Marco Beltrami, Andrew Gross, and Freedy Johnston.  As a singer/songwriter, Joe performs in Los Angeles and has released “joe kraemer,” an album of original songs.

Hiroko Hayata

Art Direction/Music Supervisor/Producer
After being involved in the world of commercials, photo shoots and promos for the fashion and music industry in Tokyo, HIROKO relocated to Los Angeles to form Burn Pictures with   Producer/Director partner, Andrew Molina.  With a background in fashion and production design, Hiroko was the Art Director for Emerald Cowboy, giving more than a hundred speaking parts and eighty locations a period and contemporary look. 

While in Japan, Eva promoted independent music for TV, radio and other media. Her expertise and talent in writing and producing for the music industry with companies like HMV, Warner, Toshiba, Pioneer and Sony came into play with Emerald Cowboy as she compiled and edited music for the soundtrack, giving the picture a Latin vibe that created a festive background. An addition to the soundtrack is her own work, Guns Around Yourself, a title written with Japanese composer Ken Sasaki and remixed by composer Joe Kraemer. 

Hiroko’s focus with the production company, Burn Pictures is to produce, write and develop independent films for a niche market.  The most appealing type of films for her are those which bring exotic cultures and locations to the eyes of American audiences.

Eishy Hayata

The Man

EISHY HAYATA was the third of five siblings growing up in the post-war era of Japan. Never settled and always yearning for adventure in his twenties, after his mother’s death and with little more than a passport, Eishy left his homeland to travel the globe. Arriving in Colombia in the 1970’s to pursue the emerald trade and witness the last vestiges of the Old West.  As a foreigner he struggled for many years before slowly rising to become one of the top emerald exporters in the world.
In 1986 Eishy wrote Emerald Cowboy, a book documenting his journeys and adventures. The book was a literary success in Japan thereby attracting worldwide media attention. Soon Eishy was approached with proposals to sell the rights of his story for a screen adaptation and to star in documentaries. As a lover of cinema since childhood, Eishy eventually decided to spear head the feature film adaptation himself.  

