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PRESS

“Expressing an exuberant amount of directorial patience in the methodical pacing 
of the film, writer-director Jennifer Harlow approaches this female-centric story 
as a meticulous exercise in mood and tone. With the help of cinematographer (Jay 
Keitel), composer (Daniel Hart) and editor (Don Swaynos), Harlow places the 
audience in the same disorienting claustrophobic mindset as the protagonists. 
7/10”
-Don Simpson, Smells Like Screen Spirit
Read the full review here.

“A thoughtful supernatural thriller by Austin filmmaker and first-time feature 
director Jennifer Harlow...it’s a solid character piece about the thin live between 
being haunted by memories and literally living with ghosts.”
-Joe Gross, Austin Movie Blog
Read the full review here.

“Jefferies' battles with the invisible, whether real or imagined, are truly 
heartrending.”
- Richard Whitaker, Austin Chronicle
Read the full review here.

http://smellslikescreenspirit.com/2014/10/sideways-light-the-aff-review/
http://smellslikescreenspirit.com/2014/10/sideways-light-the-aff-review/
http://movies.blog.austin360.com/2014/10/25/aff-review-the-sideways-light/
http://movies.blog.austin360.com/2014/10/25/aff-review-the-sideways-light/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/daily/screens/2014-10-28/austin-film-festival-the-sideways-light/
http://www.austinchronicle.com/daily/screens/2014-10-28/austin-film-festival-the-sideways-light/


SYNOPSIS

Logline: 
Lily is haunted by memories while her mother, Ruth, loses her own. 

Synopsis:
An ethereal and creepy mystery, The Sideways Light tells the story of Lily as she 
cares for her ailing mother, Ruth. While Ruth’s mind unravels,  Lily struggles to 
understand her and the strange happenings in the house her family has called 
home for generations. Is Ruth the cause of the disturbances in the house? Or is it 
something older and more profound hidden there and in Lily’s bloodline?



ABOUT THE FILM

“The scene is memory and is therefore nonrealistic.  Memory takes a 
lot of poetic license.  It omits some details; others are exaggerated, 
according to the emotional value of the articles it touches, for 
memory is seated predominantly in the heart.”
---Williams, Tennessee. "Scene One." The Glass Menagerie. No ed. 
New York: New Directions, 1999. Print.

The Sideways Light is a memory play that explores the private world of one family 
coping with dementia, a family who is quite literally haunted by memories.  

Lily leaves her life behind and steps into her mother’s house where she and her  
foremothers lived and died. It quickly becomes apparent that Ruth cannot survive 
on her own.  The longer Lily stays, the more she realizes that Ruth never was 
alone. 

In the quiet of the night, Lily hears the voice of her great grandmother telling her 
“I’ll always be with you, little Lily.” Upon finding curious objects in the attic, she 
begins to question the ties that bind her to this place.   

As Lily’s personal desires clash with her responsibility, duty supplants hope, and 
fate is sealed for Lily and Ruth.

Location:
“We shot almost the whole movie inside a century-old historic home in Bastrop, 
Texas. We do not have one single shot of the exterior of that house. We wanted the 
audience to feel as trapped and lost as Lily does.”

Photography:
Cinematographer Jay Keitel chose the look of the film. We shot on a Canon C300 
with a Cooke 20-100 mm zoom lens and a 1 mm streak filter to create the eerie 
lighting effect in the house.



DIRECTOR”S STATEMENT

We tell ourselves stories so that our lives make sense, so that we can keep going in 
the face of suffering. No matter what we tell ourselves, some things are inevitable, 
inescapable. 
There is some basis in reality for “The Sideways Light”. I’ve cared for a dementia 
patient, I know how exhausting and frustrating it can be, how isolating, and at 
times how funny and just plain weird. But even a good story deserves a little 
embellishment. A straight story about Alzheimer’s could be heavy, to say the least.  
I wanted to look at this situation in a different way, to write the story as I would 
tell it around a campfire. It’s a family drama, but one of the members of this family 
happens to dead, one is sick, and one is left to pick up the pieces. 
Is it a horror film? No. It’s the story Lily would tell her children and 
grandchildren...after she has passed on but still inhabits the house with Ruth and 
Nana. It’s like a secret someone whispered in your ear: you can’t quite be sure you 
heard what you think you heard.

Jennifer Harlow
Austin, Texas

August 2014



CREW BIOS

MARK REEB is an actor and independent film producer based out of Austin, 
Texas.  He has performed in more than seventy stage productions. Reeb spent the 
last thirteen years focused exclusively on movies.  Notable projects include “The 
Overbrook Brothers”, “Sun Don’t Shine” and “Possession”.  Reeb has a B.F.A. in 
Acting from the University of Texas at Austin and an M.F.A. from NYU’s Tisch 
Graduate Acting Program.    He lives with his wife Jenn and two Yorkies.

JENNY GODDARD-GARCIA grew up in Ardmore, Oklahoma and studied film 
at Boston University and the University of Texas ('04). She has spent the last ten 
years working as an assistant director and producer on projects ranging from 
features to music videos. Additionally, she has worked in casting on numerous 
feature films and commercials. Her credits include “Tree of Life”, “True Grit”, 
“The Overbrook Brothers”, “Five Time Champion” and many more. She has 
directed three short films, one of which, "Happy Voodoo",  is currently available 
through the Tribeca Picture Show and on United Airlines. She is currently 
involved in projects with the production companies NIkko Films and SHO 
Pictures. 

JENNIFER HARLOW, native Texan, has a B.A. in Theater.  Jennifer started 
writing stories and poetry between ballet classes as a child. She has worked in 
independent film for ten years, first as an actress (John Bryant’s “Momma’s Boy” - 
Sundance 2005 and “Loveolution” - SXSW 2008), eventually moving behind the 
camera (Amy Seimetz’s “Sun Don’t Shine” - SXSW 2012) . She co-produced her 
first screenplay (Dan Cordle’s “Possession” - Lone Star Film Fest 2012). “The 
Sideways Light” is her first feature as director.
Jennifer lives in Austin with her husband Mark Reeb and their two Yorkshire 
Terriers.

JAY KEITEL was born in Northern California and raised in the Pacific 
Northwest, where he learned to appreciate the seasons, the rain, and hard work. 
He attended the Northwest Film Center in Portland and holds a BFA in Film/
Video from CalArts. His directing debut, Black Dragon Canyon, premiered at the 
2005 Viennale. As a cinematographer, his recent films include Leave Me Like You 
Found Me, directed by by Adele Romanski, No Matter What by Cherie Saulter, 
Sun Don’t Shine by Amy Seimetz which won a special jury award at SXSW in 
2012, and most recently Jennifer Harlow’s The Sideways Light. He has traveled 
extensively throughout the US and abroad and currently lives in Los Angeles.

DON SWAYNOS has worked on a wide variety of projects including several indie 
features; Yen Tan’s “Pit Stop” (Official Selection, Sundance Film Festival 2013; 
Independent Spirit Award Nominee), Bryan Poyser’s “Love & Air Sex” (aka The 



Bounceback; Official Selection SXSW, New York Times Critics' Pick), Spencer 
Parson’s “Saturday Morning Massacre,” and Mark Potts and Cole Selix’s “Cinema 
Six.”

CAST BIOS

LINDSAY BURDGE is an actress, producer, and casting director who has starred 
in films screened at Tribeca, Sundance, and SXSW Film Festivals. Credits 
include “A Teacher” and “First Winter” as well as the upcoming “The Midnight 
Swim” and “The Invitation”.

ANNALEE JEFFERIES has spent most of her acting career on stage as a 
resident company member, for three years at the Arena Stage in Washington D.C., 
and twenty years at the Alley Theatre in Houston . She has also performed in 
theaters around the country and thirteen productions in Connecticut winning her 
two "best actor" awards for her work in Tennessee Williams plays. She portrayed 
Helen of Troy, Clytemnestra and Andromache in John Barton's ten hour epic 
"Tantalus", directed by Sir Peter Hall which was a joint production between 
Denver Center and the RSC and ran for 3 months in the US with a 6 month tour 
of the UK. She played Harper in "Angels in America" at the Beinale festival in 
Venice Italy. She played multiple roles in Horton Foote's 9 hour "Orphan's Home 
Cycle" in New York directed by Michael Wilson which earned a Tony for Best 
Event of the Season. Recent film and TV credits include "Hellion"(Sundance and 
SXSW 2014), "Arlo and Julie"(SXSW), "Monsters"(Gareth Edwards), “American 
Experience: War of the Worlds", and "Dallas". She trained at The Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art, London. 

MARK REEB -- please see CREW BIOS

MATTHEW NEWTON is a critically acclaimed award winning actor, writer and 
director who worked extensively in his native Australia in theater, television and 
films, before relocating to America. His many leading roles on screen include 
starring in “Underbelly: A Tale of Two Cities”, one of the most successful 
Australian television drama series of all time. Matthew’s debut feature  film as 
writer/director “Three Blind Mice” won the prestigious FIPRESCI Critics Prize 
at the London Film Festival and played all around the world to rave reviews.  
Matthew graduated from the National Institute Of Dramatic Art in Sydney and 
also trained with Austin Pendleton at the HB Studio in New York.



CREDITS

Lindsay Burdge as Lily
Annalee Jefferies as Ruth
Matthew Newton as Aidan

Mark Reeb as Sam
Rocco Sisto as The Doctor

Jeanne Evans as Nana
Bryn Langhout as Young Lily

Writer & Director
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Producers
Mark Reeb

Jenny Goddard-Garcia
Jennifer Harlow

Cinematographer
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Editor
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Music
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Production Sound Recording
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Gaffer
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Key Grip
Ty Eddingston

Casting
Vicky Boone

Digital Imaging Technician
Jordan Calderon

Steadicam Operator
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Key Set P.A.
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Production Assistants
Jack Lewandowskie

Tyler Mager
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Additional Props Fabrication
Scott Colquitt

Sound Design & Re-Recording Mixer
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Sound Editors
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Bonnie Wild

Digital Editorial Support
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