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SYNOPSIS 

 
Louis, a screenwriter with a family to support, finds his life in turmoil when working on 

his scripts strains his relationship with his wife and daughter to the point of breaking. Under 
pressure from his agent to make a hit, Louis is forced to write a brand new science-fiction script 
in one weekend. Throwing away his responsibilities Louis throws himself into his work. This 
widens the gulf between Louis and his already agitated wife and young daughter. 
  

Diving deeper into his script, Louis imagines himself as the main character: a futuristic 
astronaut from Mars who crash lands on a desolate earth. While in the real world his family 
struggles with his absence from their lives. 
  

While Louis fights to figure out how he can split his attention between his masterpiece 
and his family, he’s become enthralled in the fictional world he’s created. His three disparate 
identities of a dedicated husband and father, a heartfelt screenwriter, and an adventurous 
astronaut fight for dominance. This crisis forces Louis to consider giving up on either his family, 
his artistic integrity, or a successful career. 
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT  

 
While writing and directing The Man From Outer Space, creating an old fashioned sense 

of wonder was always on my mind. I love films that ground me in reality but then take me just 
to the cliff’s edge of disbelief. Films such as Planet of the Apes, Hook, and The Day the Earth 
Stood Still are captivating with their use of conflict set in wondrous locales. In these settings 
they address important messages about what it means to be human. 
  

In January 2015, knowing that I would ultimately have an extremely low budget to work 
with, I started jotting down notes on a story that I called Space Writer. The idea for the film 
was cultivated out of my frustration with working in the film industry as a production assistant, 
the feeling that I may never make it, and never develop a story that was conducive to a micro 
budget.  
 

So, it dawned on me: make a film about trying to “make it”. Immediately I started 
imagining a story about a struggling filmmaker, but one who is so passionate that he is 
constantly imagining himself in his stories. I realized I could create a mirroring two part script, 
giving me the ability to do something wondrous yet affordable.  
 

I’ve always been fascinated with the idea of isolation in a desolate landscape, a man 
versus nature theme. The desire to tell a story with this element brought me back to earlier film 
I made while in college, The Man From Outer Space. The original short was about an astronaut 
who crash lands on modern day earth, but not a soul is there. I decided to take that and 
expand it in a totally new direction.  
 

With the film I wanted to ask the question that faces me daily, can one balance family 
and career? Dreams and responsibilities? I desire to have an engaging career and am building a 
family, but in the film business it at times seems almost impossible to find the balance.  
 

My fears took the form of the character, Louis, a man who has been trying for years to 
“make it” but hasn’t had a break and now his family is paying the price of his ambitions. He’ll 
have to choose one or the other, or can he have both?  
 

The story within the story of Louis as the astronaut, 5099, pits the alter ego with a 
choice as well, rescue his surrogate family, or continue on in isolation due to his commitment to 
his career. My hope is that when audiences watch the picture, they will enjoy the dual versions 
of a man alienated in both his dreams and his life. From the interiors of Louis’ drab apartment, 
to the wild forest in which 5099 survives, The Man From Outer Space is my attempt at 
projecting a certain sense of wonder and heart onto the screen.  
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ABOUT THE CAST 

 

Christopher Watson (Louis and Pilot) 
Christopher Mychael Watson was born and raised in Decatur, Georgia. He received his BFA in 
performance Acting at Florida State University. Christopher moved to Los Angeles and began 
acting on the stage and in front of the camera. His credits includes the popular web series Black 
and Single the feature Untouched and the upcoming TV movie Kevin Hart's Guide to Black 
History. He feels truly honored to have worked along such talented and amazing artist to make 
The Man From Outer Space. This film is something he is truly proud of and can't wait for it to 
be shared with this planet. 
 
 

Erica Auerbach (Alyssa and Ava) 
Erica Auerbach is an actress born and raised in the City of Angels which she will forever call 
home. Erica has performed on television and web series including Mean Jean, The Makeover, 
and Driveway Lights. Erica was thrilled to play two characters in The Man From Outer Space 
and especially loved the idea of playing a character that communicated without words. 
 
 

Aliyah Conley (Makayla and Minnie) 
Aliyah is an actress, model, and toy demo Host living in Los Angeles CA. Aliyah is a very 
versatile talent, she works in Film, TV, Commercials, Shakespeare plays and she models. She is 
also the winner of Miss Los Angeles County Pre-Teen Pageant in 2014. 
 
 

Darren Hummel  (Kyle and 307) 
Darren began experimenting with visual storytelling at a young age and attended the University 
of North Carolina School of the Arts class of 2013. After graduating, Darren continued to pursue 
film and commercial work in North Carolina. He currently works as a broadcast producer and 
has created a short film that was accepted into the Cannes Film Festival. He currently resides 
with his wife in Winston-Salem, NC, but plans on being in Los Angeles by 2017 to continue his 
passion for acting. 
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ABOUT THE CREW 

 
Ben Hall - writer/director: 
Since the age of eleven, Ben Hall has aspired to direct feature length motion pictures. While 
studying directing and cinematography at the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, 
Ben directed four short films. One of which, Sergeant Townsend (2012) went on to screen at 
several festivals around the country and another, Old Souls (2013) went on to win the Fall 2013 
Cine Golden Eagle Award in Washington, DC. Ben resides in Los Angeles and in addition to his 
feature film debut with The Man From Outer Space (2016) he has credits on several films 
including Straight Outta Compton (2015), Pixels (2015), and Nocturnal Animals (2016). 
 
 

Alex Epply-Schmidt - producer: 
Alexander Epply-Schmidt is a producing and screenwriting graduate from University of North 
Carolina School of the Arts where he majored in screenwriting and producing. He has held 
positions with CBS Television working on the MacGyver series (2016), as well as with Maven 
Pictures and FOX. He has produced and written social-issue and fictional shorts. This is his first 
feature. 
 

 
Jordan Dee Crabtree - producer: 
Jordan Dee Crabtree studied screenwriting and producing at University of North Carolina School 
of the Arts. In addition to producing The Man From Outer Space (2016) he has worked on such 
films as Nocturnal Animals (2016), Warcraft (2016), and Dunkirk (2017).  
  
 

Aaron Kelly - production designer:  
Aaron Kelly graduated from the University of North Carolina School of the Arts with a degree in 
production design. There, he designed numerous short films and music videos. Since 
graduating, Aaron has worked on the series Under the Dome (2014). After designing the 
features Surviving Confession (2016) and The Man From Outer Space (2016), he is working as 
Assistant Art Director on TNT's The Last Ship. 
 
 

Alex Sanchez - editor : 
Hailing from the panhandle of Florida, Alexander Sanchez is an editor with a raw passion for 
elevating other's visions. After studying film at Loyola Marymount University, Alex got his start 
editing motion GFX, titles, and commercials for the company Prologue Films. Now looking to 
edit long form content, Alex is working on docu-reality and feature films. 
 

 

 

 



5 
The Man From Outer Space EPK 

 
PRODUCTION CREDITS 

 
Louis/Pilot 

Christopher Watson 
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Kyle/307 
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Harold/Captain  
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WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY  

Ben Hall 
 

PRODUCED BY 
Alex Epply-Schmidt 
Jordan Dee Crabtree 

 
CO-PRODUCER 

Marjorie Chodorov 
 

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 
Brianna Matthews 

 
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

Evan Butka 
 

PRODUCTION DESIGNER 
Aaron Kelly 

 
EDITOR 
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CASTING DIRECTORS 
Chelsea Diggs Smith 

Adam Hall 
 

COSTUME DESIGNER 
Jessica Wendy Wallace 

 


