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SYNOPSIS 
 
Whales, dolphins have captured the imagination of people all over the world. 
They have come to symbolize not only an alien form of intelligence, but a 
sense of ultimate freedom in their aquatic environment and a sense of 
comradery among their herd mates that we have come to envy and admire. 
 
A FALL FROM FREEDOM is the first film to expose the long and controversial 
history of the captive whale and dolphin industry; a history that continues to 
this day. The illegal capture and transport of killer whales, the killing of 
thousands of dolphins to provide marine parks and aquariums with new and 
replacement animals, and the ability of these facilities to miseducate the 
public about these animals. These issues and many others are covered in 
graphic detail. 
 
This is the film production that the captive whale and dolphin industry does 
not want you to see. It strips away the arguments that these animals are 
happy in a captive environment, that they live longer in captivity than in the 
wild, and that the stress of living in a small concrete tank, performing 
endlessly for public amusement, has no negative impact on lives and their 
longevity. 
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ABOUT THE PRODUCER 
 
Stan Minasian has been an environmental filmmaker for the past forty years. 
His films have won Emmy Awards and a Genesis Award from the Humane 
Society of the United States. His 1975 film, Last Days of the Dolphins?, hosted 
by Dick Cavett, was the first film to reveal the little-known killing of over 8 
million dolphins during purse seine tuna fishing operations in the eastern 
tropical Pacific by U.S. and foreign tunaboats, and his follow-up film, Where 
Have All The Dolphins Gone?, hosted by George C. Scott, was broadcast 
primetime on the Discovery channel and was instrumental in all three U.S. 
canneries no longer accepting any tuna caught by setting nets around 
dolphins. 
 
Minasian produces films on contemporary issues that are not only of great 
interest to the general public, but are motivational films that get people 
involved. His films and productions have been hosted or narrated by James 
Coburn, River Phoenix, Marina Sirtis, George C. Scott, Tom Hanks, Rene Russo, 
Peter Coyote, Loretta Swit, Mike Farrell, and Michael Landon, and have been 
broadcast on PBS, Westinghouse Broadcasting Systems, Turner Broadcasting 
Systems, The Discovery Channel, Animal Planet, and internationally. 
 
 
PRESS QUOTES & APPEARANCES 
 
A Fall From Freedom was premiered at the Rafael Theatre in San Rafael, CA 
and has won: 
 
Best Documentary 
New York Film Festival 
 
Best Wildlife Documentary 
Wildlife Conservation Film Festival 
 
Best Film 
San Francisco Ocean Film Festival 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERVIEW PARTICIPANT BIOS 
 

   Ken Balcomb 
 
Ken is a pioneer in photo-identification of cetaceans and is the founder of Orca 
Survey (1976), a study of Pacific Northwest Southern Resident Killer Whales 
(Orcas). He founded the non-profit Center for Whale Research in 1985 and is 
its volunteer Executive Director, and employed Senior Scientist. Ken is a 
Charter Member of the Society for Marine Mammalogy. 

   Brad Andrews 
 
Brad Andrews is the current Chief Zoological Officer of Sea World Parks & 
Entertainment. 
 
 

   John Hall, Ph.D. 
 
John Hall was a former senior biologist for Sea World Parks & Entertainment. 
 
 

   Lori Marino, Ph. D. 
 



Lori Marino, Ph.D., is a behavioral neuroscientist at Emory University.  She is a 
former faculty member in Neuroscience and Behavioral Biology and a current 
Senior Lecturer in the Institute for Liberal Arts and Faculty member in the 
Center for Ethics at Emory. In 2001 she co-authored a seminal paper 
providing the first definitive evidence for mirror self-recognition in bottlenose 
dolphins. Since then she has been actively involved in scholarship-based 
advocacy for dolphins and other animals.  She serves as an expert witness and 
consultant on the effects of captivity on animals and the claims of the captivity 
industry. She teaches animal intelligence, animal welfare, brain imaging, 
human-nonhuman ethics, and many other courses. 
 
 
 

   Ric O'Barry 
 
Ric O'Barry is first recognized for capturing and training the five dolphins that 
were used in the well-known TV series, Flipper. O'Barry made a radical 
transition from training dolphins in captivity to assertively combating the 
captivity industry soon after Kathy, one of the Flipper dolphins, died in his 
arms. O'Barry contends Kathy committed suicide. 
 In 1970 he founded the Dolphin Project, a group that aims to educate 
the public about captivity and, where feasible, free captive dolphins. He was 
featured in the Academy Award-winning film The Cove ,(2009), which used 
covert techniques to expose the yearly dolphin drive hunting that goes on in 
Taiji, Japan. 
 
 
 

   Hardy Jones 
 



Hardy Jones has spent more than thirty years investigating and working to 
save dolphins. He began unique research on dolphins in the Bahamas in 1978 
that has led to four internationally broadcast films and many awards. In 1979 
He broke the story of the slaughter of dolphins at Iki Island, Japan, which led 
to international outrage and helped shut down the killing of dolphins in 
several villages in Japan.  Since then Hardy has worked at Futo and Taiji to 
stop the last vestiges of slaughter on Japan’s main island.  
 
 
 

   John Jett, Ph. D. 
 
John Jett is a lab coordinator and visiting research professor for the biology 
department at Stetson University, and also a former experienced killer whale 
trainer at Sea World. Since leaving his position at Sea World, he has been very 
outspoken about the need to end captivity of killer whales, based on their 
biological and psychological needs, their small tanks, and their performing 
day in and day out, which results in many trainer injuries and deaths. 
 

   Paul Spong, Ph. D. 
 
Paul Spong is a neuroscientist and cetologist from New Zealand. He has spent more than 30 
years researching orcas (or Killer whales) in British Columbia, and is credited with 
increasing public awareness of whaling, through his involvement with Greenpeace. He is 
one of the world's leading experts on killer whales and is very outspoken about keeping 
these animals in captivity. 
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   Ralph Munro 
 
Ralph Munro is a former Secretary of State for the state of Washington. His 
eye-witness account of the capture of a large group of killer whales in the 
1970s, conducted by Sea World, led to a court order halting all further killer 
whale captures in the State of Washington. 
 
 
 

   Dave Phillips 
 
Dave Phillips is the co-founder of the Earth Island Institute, the director of the 
International Marine Mammal Project, and president of the Free Willy-Keiko 
Foundation. Earth Island Institute, under Dave's supervision, is one of the 
leading organizations in attempting to stop the Japanese dolphin drive fishery 
and end all cetacean captivity. 
NARRATOR 
 

   Mike Farrell 
 



Mike Farrell is best known for his portrayal of B.J. Hunnicutt in the popular TV 
series M*A*S*H. He is very involved in a number of progressive issues, and 
generously contributed his time and energy to narrating A Fall From Freedom. 
 
 
 
ORIGINAL MUSIC SCORE 
 
 

   Alan Hewitt 
 
Alan worked as a producer alongside Maurice White of Earth Wind and Fire 
(EWF) for over half a decade with EWF’s Greatest Hits album going platinum 
in 2000. Hewitt’s list of record production credits as both a producer and 
recording artist spans across the various major labels and genres. Hewitt’s list 
of record production credits as both a producer and recording artist spans 
across the various major labels and genres with over 12 million records sold. 
 Since 2010 Alan has been the keyboardist on tour with legendary rock 
band, The Moody Blues which has been on a world tour performing for sold 
out audiences . 


