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FILM TITLE  
Boiling Pot  
 
TAGLINE  
Everyone is guilty.  
 
CONTACT INFO  
AshmaweyFilms Productions  
52 Harwick Ct.  
Ladera Ranch, CA, 92694  
 
IBRAHIM ASHMAWEY | PRODUCER  
248.250.4758  
ibrahim@ashmaweyfilms.com  
 
OMAR ASHMAWEY | DIRECTOR & PRODUCER  
248.250.4759  
omar@ashmaweyfilms.com  
 
TECHNICAL INFO  
TRT: 107 minutes  
Exhibition Format: DVD, Blu-Ray, HD Cam  
Aspect Ration – 16:9  
Export Format – 2048 x 1152, HD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRESS RELEASE 

Cast to attend private “Boiling Pot”  
red carpet screening on March 6  
 
Disney’s Danielle Fishel and Academy Award winner Louis Gossett Jr. star in “Boiling Pot,” a controversial 
drama about racism in modern-day U.S. based on true events  

 
Los Angeles, CA – February 4, 2013 – “Boy Meets World” legend Danielle Fishel stars alongside Academy Award 
winner Louis Gossett Jr. in a film based on true events that challenges the concept that racism is a thing of the past 
and illustrates that modern racism has no protagonist or antagonist.  

 
Set during the 2008 presidential election, Boiling Pot opens with four university students dragging a bruised young 
black man through the woods to an oak tree. They hang a noose. They lynch him. Several students are interrogated 
about the murder by Detective Haven (Gossett Jr.) and FBI Agent Long (Emmy Award winner Keith David). The story 
unfolds through the interrogations, with a series of flashbacks that depict the occurrences that led to the lynching.  

 
The plot follows the parallel stories of characters dealing with racial frictions through university life. Fishel plays a 
girl naïve to racial tensions, who struggles to have her conservative white father, played by John Heard (Home 
Alone), accept her ethnic fiancé, played by Ibrahim Ashmawey (Why I Killed My Brother). Davetta Sherwood (The 
Young and the Restless) plays a Black Student Union college activist tenuously trying to encourage the passive dean 
of her school, played by Emmet Walsh (Blade Runner, Blood Simple), to battle campus racism during the heated 
election. The plot simmers as campus fury riles when a noose is hung on campus, a racist fraternity party rages, and 
rumors of a rape spread.  
“Boiling Pot” delves into the depths of racism in modern-day society by allowing it to unfold through different 
narratives told in an intertwined dramatic thriller. There is no apparent vile character nor a supposed hero; rather, 
every character, if pushed far enough, will exhibit prejudiced characteristics. The events that unfold will cause 
viewers to explore their own beliefs as they are confronted with different, controversial points of view that would 
not necessarily be initially characterized as stereotypical “racist views.”  

 
Boiling Pot was written, produced and directed by AshmaweyFilms, a team of two up-and-coming brothers, Omar 
and Ibrahim, whose aim is to portray modern-day societal illnesses through the art of film.  

 
Contact: Ibrahim Ashmawey | ibrahim@ashmaweyfilms.com | 248.250.4758  
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SYNOPSIS SHORT 

Four students drag a black student through the woods. They hang a noose on a barren tree and lynch him. 
It is October 2008. Downtown, Detective Haven (Louis Gossett Jr.) and FBI Agent Long (Keith David) 
interrogate four students about the lynching: Rose Torrance (Davetta Sherwood), Garret Perrin (Matthew 
Koenig), Valerie Davis (Danielle Fishel), and Hazem Seif (Ibrahim Ashmawey).  
 
In the backdrop of the presidential election, a group of college students find themselves embroiled in 
violence. What began as isolated incidents of nooses hung on campus escalates into blatantly racist 
fraternity parties and, ultimately, a series of racially-instigated murders. In a consciously-shifting society, 
where modern-day racism and racial tensions have seeped into all cultures – white, black, Middle Eastern, 
Asian – the characters come to the harsh reality that there are no “sides” in life, and that if pushed far 
enough, everyone can exhibit racist tendencies and behavior. 

 

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION 

 
DIRECTOR: OMAR ASHMAWEY  
Omar Ashmawey spent the majority of his school years continent hopping and 
experiencing life, art and film through the eyes of different cultures — from Germany 
to Turkey to the Americas to Africa, and all in between. His travels enabled him to grasp 
a comprehensive notion of film and the diverse ways it is presented by different 
cultures. Omar studied Screen Arts at the University of Michigan. He furthered his 
education through directing, screen writing and film-making classes at the New York 
Film Academy’s campus in Universal Studios, Hollywood. Omar has directed 
commercials that have aired on global television channels, and short films that have been featured by 
domestic and international film festivals — a career track that led to the writing and production of Boiling 
Pot.  
 
PRODUCER: IBRAHIM ASHMAWEY  
Born in Washington D.C., Ibrahim Ashmawey lived in Baltimore, Michigan, London, New 
York, and Egypt before finally settling in Southern California. Ibrahim has been 
passionate about film from a young age, and always insisted on filming all family 
vacations himself to explore his options with a camera. He would often watch his 
favorite films and try to copy the camera motions himself. With an interest in acting, he 
landed the lead role of Stanley Kowalski in his high school’s “A Streetcar Named Desire.” 
Ibrahim founded AshmaweyFilms along with Omar while both studying at the University 
of Michigan. Soon after, they created a string of short films that were featured by international film 
festivals — ultimately leading them to write Boiling Pot in 2010 and begin production soon thereafter. 
.  



CREDITS 

 
Agent Long – KEITH DAVID  
Valerie Davis – DANIELLE FISHEL  
Detective Haven – LOUIS GOSSETT, JR.  
Dean Marison – M. EMMET WALSH  
Tim Davis – JOHN HEARD  
Rose Torrance – DAVETTA SHERWOOD  
Hazem Seif – IBRAHIM ASHMAWEY  
Anwar Seif – SAYED BADREYA  
Garret Perrin – MATTHEW KOENIG  
 
Director – OMAR ASHMAWEY  
Producer – IBRAHIM ASHMAWEY, OMAR ASHMAWEY 
Writer – OMAR ASHMAWEY, IBRAHIM ASHMAWEY  
Executive Producer – ANDREW LUU, MIKE SINGH, ROQAYA ASHMAWEY, RUSSELL CURRY  
Director of Photography – PAUL SALMONS  
Editor – DILLAN DAMODAR, IBRAHIM ASHMAWEY, OMAR ASHMAWEY  
Composer – HAMED HOKAMZADEH  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


