SYNOPSIS

Twenty-something sisters Jennica and Tiffany bring their boyfriends Mike and Joseph for a ‘meet the parents’’ at the families new cabin in the remote woods.  Upon arriving the foursome find the cabin locked and their parents missing. Unable to find any neighbors they explore the lakefront.

As night falls Jennica makes a gruesome discovery -- a severed arm with an opulent ring.  She calls for help and all of them retreat to the cabin. Unbeknownst to the others, Joseph slips the ring into his pocket. Breaking down the door to the cabin they discover the cabin is in disarray. The foursome decides to leave, but their car won’t start…

The sisters get into a heated argument with Jennica storming off...Night has fallen and the area is eerily quiet. Tiffany and Mike decide to find Jennica as Joseph agrees to stay behind. While searching for Jennica, Mike checks around the dock. Suddenly a hand appears from the lake grabbing Mike. He struggles against being pulled into the lake when Tiffany arrives and helps him escape. They flee.  
Meanwhile Jennica arrives back at the cabin, but as Joseph tries to comfort her she attacks him. During the battle Joseph realizes Jennica has her eyeball dangling from her cheek.  As Mike and Tiffany appear, Jennica escapes. Noises can be heard from the woods and the three survivors retreat into the cabin which comes under attack. Becoming overwhelmed they hide in the cellar. 
In the cellar the trio finds Tiffany’s father – dead with a shotgun in his mouth.  With a plan formed, Mike takes the shotgun and battles the zombies allowing Joseph and Tiffany to escape. Making their way to a boat Joseph and Tiffany cast off as zombies chase them.  As dawn breaks the twosome think they have made it when a hand reaches out of the water and pulls Joseph in….

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

By Marc Buhmann

Dead in the Water has been a long time in the coming.  Before deciding on a low-budget zombie film there were a slew of possible films written, revised and ultimately scrapped.  I always knew I’d manage to get a feature film done but truth be told this isn’t exactly what I had in mind.

The first feature film I planned on making wasn’t even a feature at all.  Had it been produced the final product would have ended up on-line in a serialized form called Magic-8.  Our problem was twofold: try to convince investors to put a hefty amount of money into a project by first-time feature filmmakers, and try to convince those same people to invest in a dot-com venture.  The project was an ambitious one (one we still hope to do some day) but looking back we really had no hope of getting it made at the time.

The next project, the one that started setting us up for Dead in the Water, was Isolation.  It would have been a much simpler film to make with only four characters and one location, but the problem arose when we realized it wasn’t a marketable film.  With action non-existent and too much dialog we quickly realized that the film was, quite simply, boring.  It wasn’t that Isolation was poorly written (it wasn’t) but such a film has a time and place. It was decided that for first time feature filmmakers to be discovered this wasn’t the right film.

The scripts mentioned so far (and several that haven’t) were collaborated on.  I decided for the next script I wanted to work with someone new, someone I hadn’t worked with before.  David Moore and I have been friends for years but had never written together.  He is a strong writer and has a vastly different style of writing than me.  I asked him if he was interested, he obviously said yes, and we began work on the next project.

Dead in the Water it wasn’t.  Set in the same location as Isolation we added action and a few more characters. Abnegation was a collaborative experiment where we didn’t know exactly where it was going but we kept writing, surprising each other, and ultimately had a weird hybrid story with a mix of David Lynch and Sam Raimi.  Abnegation was the seed that became Dead in the Water.

After several years of trying to find the right project to be our first feature film Dead in the Water was finally written.  We could shoot it for a reasonable budget, it was scary and funny like a good b-horror film should be, and it was marketable.  All the pre-production elements were there.  Then when we signed the cast the final elements fell into place.

Dave flew to Wisconsin from London to help with production and he was a major asset to the shoot.  He re-wrote the script on the fly, excessive material and characters were cut, and what we ended up with was a fast-paced, tight, entertaining film.

PRODUCER’S STATEMENT

By Emily Faith Cook

My involvement with RPM Films and the making of Dead in the Water came about in a fumbling yet determined manner.  Marc Buhmann and I originally set out to produce Magic 8, a webisodic, futuristic mystery of sorts. It was about half way through our optimistic quest to create Magic 8 that we realized we needed another project to make in the meantime.  That’s when Buhmann approached me with his adventurous what-the-heck attitude and said, “Hey Em, you wanna make a zombie movie?” to which I instantly replied “Hell yes!”

What more could a filmmaker ask for? Spend ten days in the middle of the stunning North Woods autumn with ten of your best friends while making a low-budget creature feature!  We turned in some favors, packed up our equipment and set out for a six-hour road trip to our new home in the woods.  The community opened their arms up to us, coming out at ungodly hours to be doused in chocolate and corn syrups and oil-based makeup.  Day players came out and threw themselves in the sub-zero water risking hypothermia.  Our poor writer, David Moore, never hesitated to volunteer his efforts to the frigid lake.  “It’s quite cold,” he admitted once at 3 AM as he dipped into the lake. Our multi-talented and confident crew donated their talents and tenacity at every hour of the day and night to bring this film together. And isn’t that the beauty of making movies? Collaboration, determination, and- ultimately- sheer insane devotion to the Art.

The outpouring of talent and creativity that came out from the woodworks for Dead in the Water was, and continues to be, stupendous. The film speaks volumes to the craft and professionalism that this cast and crew brought to the table.  

THE FILMMAKERS

MARC BUHMANN (Director) is a graduate of Columbia College and founded RPM Films in 2001 in the state of Illinois. The company’s purpose is to tell interesting stories through reasonable budgets and creative film-making. Since RPM Films founding the company has made several short films, music videos, educational videos for the University of Wisconsin and Stroger Hospital, and a video for Chicago newspaper Streetwise for their 10th year anniversary.  With the experience gained over the last several years the company is ready to expand into feature film production.

DAVE MOORE (Writer) has been screen writing for three years, completing four scripts with several others on the go. During this time he also took part in a film-making course where his three minute script was selected for production. The Question was filmed in a day and became a highlight for all involved. The following year he shot his first short film as writer/director. Dave adapted a short story by bestselling author F. Paul Wilson and subsequently filmed it in his local area. Lipidleggin' is in the final stages of post-production and hopes are high for a good festival experience with it.

FRED MILLER (Director of Photography) has several years of shooting experience. His body of work ranges from narrative films to music videos and commercials and he is experienced using many formats including 35mm and High Definition. His keen eye for lighting and full understanding of new technologies in both production and post-production allows him to continue mastering his craft. He is a strong collaborator who loves to experiment with new ideas and techniques and believes that it is the contribution of all departments that make the final product its best.

EMILY FAITH COOK (Producer) has learned every aspect of filmmaking in the last four years from idea development to editing, making her a resourceful and informed producer. With a film degree from Columbia College concentrating on writing and directing, she is expert at using the films medium to tell a story.  Emily is a versatile and creative filmmaker who has tackled a variety of projects from documentaries to features.  Emily has previously worked with Marc on The Quiet Darkness.

CANNON KINNARD (Producer) starred in several commercials as a child actor before working with the crew behind the camera.  He began his professional career in 1993, as a production associate for an ABC Affiliate and went on to work on a number of productions in L.A, Chicago and many places in between. In 2002, he began working as broadcast producer at Eightball Films.  David left Eightball Films in early 2006 to start his own company, Scofflaw Films.  The clients he has worked with include McDonalds, Kraft Foods, Sony, SC Johnson, Atlantic Records, Allstate, KFC, Heinz and Phillip Morris to name a few.  David has cast and produced several feature length motion pictures.

PIERNICOLA DI MURO (Composer) has scored commercials, industrials, short films, documentaries and features. He is also the co-founder of Kyo Film Studios in his home country of Italy.  He has previously scored music for Buhmann's The Quiet Darkness.

THE CAST

ALISSA BAILEY ( Tiffany) is a new actress who is quickly racking up roles.  Dead in the Water was her first film, but she has since wrapped roles in “The Quiet Darkness” as a woman dying, “Sketch” a comedy about speed dating currently in production and “Riff Raff” a drama about Chicago lifeguards. Look for her in more projects as word spreads about this intelligent beauty.

MEGAN RENEE BURGESS (Jennica) & CHRISTIE BURGESS (Rachel) Dead in the Water marks the debut of this dynamic duo. Look for these sisters to garner more work soon!

JACOB PAQUE (Paul) debuts in Dead in the Water

MIKE PARRISH (Joseph) debuts in Dead in the Water

BILL ZASADILL (Mike) debuted in Dead in the Water and has since wrapped a starring role in the indie thriller “Razor” with C. Thomas Howell, Richard Moll and Sid Haig (Devil’s Rejects).

It’s exciting to break new talent into the world of Hollywood and this is a film that marked the debut of some exciting new talent. 

