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One, two, three, picture…

“Shaye St. John arrives at Susan’s ultra “Turkey Day” party. Shaye nervously enters, wicker basket tucked under her folded arm, something special inside…Shaye excitedly greets the guests. Finally, opening the ornate basket, Shaye speaks “You saw Becky’s doll. It’s got nothing on little Kiki”. Shaye opens the basket revealing a burn little doll. Shaye’s enthusiasm for Kiki cannot be quelled. A special relationship has been forged between the two as Shaye gushes on about Kiki.

A sudden rude remark from Katie is the “trigger” that sends a disoriented Shaye over the edge. Desperately in need of bobbie pins her strands of her fray, confused, frightened and debased Shaye’s vision is blurring. Terror begins to seep into the once carefree party atmosphere as Shaye can’t see Kiki and becomes sure that she has been taken. Finally, locating Kiki, she stuffs her back inside the wicker basket and Shaye takes the high road…well almost. 

As she leaves Shaye can be heard singing, “Don’t get your pleasures from my pain”. A sentiment that is as true now as it was then.

“Hello again”, “24/7”, “Look at my gams”… Shaye Speak, something that every viewer will memorize and mimic after watching this series of short films (called triggers). It definitely walks the fine line between madness and genius. Dizzying in its detachment to reality and flashing with the bright colors of childhood, Shaye & Kiki is impossible to describe. Midget? A cross-dressing contortionist? Yikes, even I don’t know. Shaye Saint John is the real deal, a former supermodel, who after suffering a severe accident has slipped into a completely other world. But the question behind the mystery is who or what Shaye really is…

A series of disturbing experimental shorts similar to early Todd Haynes work like his “Karen Carpenter” film.  Shaye & Kiki is currently doing a lounge review having played in cities such as Los Angeles, New York, Indianapolis, Chicago and Austin causing quite a stir. 

Production notes:

Q&A with Shaye

Q: How did this evolve?

A. Well, people in boats met Indians, they made corn bread and ate sick little turkeys… Hello again.

Q: No, tell us about your DVD?

A. It’s based on a true set of stories starting with what happened to me three years ago on Thanksgiving. I had received an invitation by Morse code. An invitation to an ultra Turkey-Day party! I was so excited to introduce Kiki to everyone. Well, I learned who my real friends were that day! Just because it’s a party doesn’t always mean people are going to be nice.

Q: How did you come up with the title?

A. I didn’t. Potty did. Actually it was Potty’s Mamah, Potty Mouth. 

Q: Why make this movie?

A. My operation date was approaching (I got new gams) and I wanted to film H.T.D before I the major work done. I wanted kids to know what I looked like before. 

Q: Any other films you used as inspiration prior to shooting?

A. “Freaky Friday”. I love that one! “Cathy’s Curse” and “Billie” starring poor Patty Duke, and many more.  I watched so many that I can’t even count them all. Gawd! 

Q: Any challenges you didn’t anticipate?

A. Hello again! I was ready, like finding as many as I could. I wanted people to see that I could find all the challenges, I worked 24/7. Special people aren’t so special.

Q: What was it like winning “Best Performance Art” by the New Times?

A. Gawd! I was so happy! They like me, they really like me!

About the Cast:

Shaye Saint John:

Shaye lives in Los Angeles and has been entertaining on stage and off for years. She currently has a lounge show and can be seen at Circus Circus and the California Institute of Abnormal Arts in NoHO, California. Currently, St. John writes and acts in her series of autobiographical shorts called”triggers”. Teaming up with filmmaker Eric Fournier, Saint John has managed to slice real stories right out of life. Though disabled, often needing a wheelchair to get around, Shaye manages to write, act, sing, paint and perform nearly everyday.

Kiki:

Hello again! Kiki is a burnt doll. A troubled spirit, Kiki can be seen smacking her head into the washroom and levitating when she doesn’t get her way.
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