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One, two, three, picture… 
 
 
“Tuvalu” is somewhere inside your head.”  -- EJ Callahan 
 

“It took me twenty one years to get here and I’m going to savor the 
moment. So, Damn it, I’m glad I’m in Tuvalu.”  -- Terrence Gillespie 
 
 “Not having to concentrate on a text but simply to concentrate on an 
emotion, gesture or action is something which allows you to refine the work 
of an actor a little in one way, in a certain style it’s freeing and wonderful…” 
-- Dennis Lavant 
 
“Of Course the film has a different atmosphere…you keep realizing that it 
makes absolutely no difference where you live, whether in Russia, France or 
America, as long as you speak the same emotions. This is the thing that 
excites me about this film: A form of communication…where language is not 
at all important.” – Chulpan Hamatova 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
A modern fairy tale that combines a love story and characters who barely 
speak, but act. The setting is inside a building housing a great, old pool that 
is falling apart. Anton, the young apprentice to his father, the master of the 
baths, is the lead character who grows up during the course of the story. His 
time is devoted to convincing his blind father that the pool is intact and full of 
customers. Anton is an eccentric loner who dreams of the open seas. 
 
Similar desires are shared by Eva, a beautiful eighteen year old whose eye is 
caught by Anton’s strange ways. A grave misunderstanding keeps the two of 
them from setting off in Eva’s tug boat right at the beginning: Eva’s father is 
killed when he’s struck by a piece of the pool’s ceiling. This misunderstanding 
is set into motion by Gregor, Anton’s older, jealous brother, for whom the 
baths and the pool are a thorn in his plans. Gregor wants to destroy the 
building and entire town to replace it with a futuristic mall. No price is too 
high, no means too cruel. However, when his plans are botched, he turns 
against his father and brother. 
 
Anton can’t save the pool, but he does win Eva’s heart. Together they take 
the engine from the pool, fixing up Eva’s tug boat and sailing into the open 
sea… 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Production notes: 
 
The idea of a film set in a swimming pool came to Veit Helmer long ago as he 
visited the old Bismarch Baths in Hamburg, over the next ten years the idea 
of his champion Anton was put down on paper. 
 
Having finished his studies in Munich, ‘Tuvalu’ is Veit’s first feature. Shot in 
six weeks working with Berlin writer, Michaela Beck on the script Veit chose 
to use no dialogue in the film. A daunting task when raising the finances for a 
feature. For German distributors, a first feature without German stars was 
too great a risk. However in 1998, Veit got an opportunity to pitch the idea 
to Chrisoph Ott of Buena Vista International – a success. More partners came 
on board, including the funding body of Filmboard Berlin-Brandenburg and 
FFA plus German broadcaster SWF. It took a year to find the perfect location 
– an old indoor swimming pool that was rundown yet remained in operation. 
The Old Central Baths, right in the heart of Sofia, Bulgaria offered a 
glistening backdrop for his film. A top class crew of local Bulgarians was 
assembled and the movie was off and running. 
 
The casting turned out to be more complicated, totaling over 1,100 actors 
from 14 cities and 12 countries who auditioned. Cities included Moscow, 
Warsaw, Los Angeles, New York, Prague, Budapest, Bratislava, Istanbul, 
London, Skopje, Sofia, Bucharest and Paris. The result was over 50 hours of 
actors to sort through! Ultimately, the actors he finally chose stood out 
clearly from a literal pack that their selection was a foregone conclusion.  So 
excited by the material, the actors agreed to work for acting fees significantly 
below the standard pay rates.  The Centralna Banja was converted into a 
movie studio with costume departments, set builders, make up teams and a 
canteen to support the shooting which took 70 days, 6 days a week, 12 
hours a day. The team with its mixtures of languages got along swell. 
Whenever something couldn’t be understood, then sign language was 
resorted too. 
 
For the final week of shooting, the whole team moved to Varna on the Black 
Sea to an old graveyard for ships. Here the movie’s conclusion was shot. The 
end of a journey that changed everyone’s lives. The only thing left was the 
shooting of miniature stones were used including 8,000 models. Then with 
four high speed cameras the swimming pool was shot over a ten second 
period as it crashed apart. A cause of major worry for the city of Sofia was 
the demolition of the building. The building which in real life was to removed 
anyway to make room for a subway is an example of how serious brother is 
in intention of destroying the old life.  
 
SOUND: The sound was a highly sophisticated process taking four months 
and a total of 30 nightshifts for the 70 tracks needed. A unique atmospheric 
world of sounds and tones! Finally a new approach was adopted for the 
coloring of the black and white film stock. 



 
 
A process used regularly in still photography for copying onto color material, 
but new to the world of moving images. This allowed Veit to achieve a unique 
color palette unlike anything else today!! 
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